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The Case for Regtructurmg

Information Resources

ANNALIES KAMRAN

A show of hands, please. Who hete is fed
up with the lousy computer service at the
Graduate Center? In the past two months,
we have suffered through a catastrophic
collapse of our email and the failure of the
nétwork drives on which our data is stored.
The teputation of any university depends
on the research conducted by its student
programs and research jnstitutes. Ours has
suffered damage from these crashes, the
result of missed deadlines for outside
funding, unanswered email, and lost data.
It is from this vantage point that the

Graduate Center approachesthe hiring-o£a.. .4
for -

hew Asgistant Vice' President-
Information Resources.

According to Associate Provost Stephen
Brier’s message regarding the recent e-
mail outage, we af€ using a seven-yeartold

mazl server, Mzcrosoﬂ Exchange 5.5. Neot-

the database activity it was designed for.
That database has been growing ¢xponen-
tially for at least the Past three years, yet
steps were never taken to upgrade the
server, provide a backup server in case of
failure, or to curb the increase in the data-
base. There is still no policy on what.to do
with old messages. While Information

Resources scrambles in great haste to

implement a new system, the worries are
that a short-term fix will be chosen, lock-
ing us more permanently into a sub-opti-
mal system.

Much attention has been paid to the sec-
ondary departments of The Graduate
Center—vegistrar, bursar, and so on. The
Banner system now allows students to reg-
ister and pay for class online, and will

These bells and whistles are all very nice;
but the fact remains.that no one, student or
faculty, will come to this iistifution if they
cannot communicate with colleggues on,
the outside, and cannot be sure that they
will have access to their research data.
“Even Web Tile "Sefvices/Xythos amd-
Citrix, both projects that will hopefiilly
enhance the graduate student experience,

are not as important as basic communica-
tions and file SIQFAZEL. st

soon allow applicants to apply ogfifie. =

h mﬂ be stuck with ¥oa=ye&:s 4&}3 )

~ Imteractive Tech
Certificate Program

Remembering Hunter S.

“Yhomnsoi I AMSTErnant

see Shaw, of Hands, page 4
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Whe Tsunami Raises Coffee Prices:
What do Students Think about the
Dining Options at the Graduate Center?

ANTONIA LEVY & DAN SKINNER

It's been a long winter. But upon coming
mn from the cold for another semester,
Graduate Center students were faced with
the second price increase in six months of
their favorite legal drug: coffee (details see
sidebar), Last fall, GC food provider
Restaurant Associates’ Regional Manager,
Mark Romano, told the Advocate that RA’s
pricing decisions were governed by mar-
ket forces. According to Mr. Romano stu-
dents could simply go elsewhere in the
neighborhood for food if they were unhap-
py with RA’s services or prices. Mr.
Romano reminded the Advocate that
although RA is sensitive to the fact that the
GC is a public educational institution, RA
is a business that needs to remain compet-
itive. Hence, the price of coffee at the GC
is the same as the price of coffee in anoth-
er location where RA provides, the finan-
cial giant Goldman Sachs.

Given this unfortunate fact and the
Advocate’s continuous interest in the din-
ing options and policies at the GC (see
articles in the December edition of the
Advocate), we decided to find out what
members of the GC community think
about the food at the GC.

On Quality
When asked about the quality of the food

at the GC, the majotity of students we
interviewed rated it as either ‘excellent’ or
*good’. Criticisms focused mainly on the
absence of organic food and the composi-

the ‘Bxpress Café’ are always absolutely
flavorless.” (Dominic Wetzel, Sociology)

“Qccasionally, the food does taste very

tion of the student
tunch.

“The quality of the food
is quite above average.”
(Luana Ferreira,
Hispanic and Luso-
Brazilian Languages
and Literatures)

“It’s top notch. The veg-
ctarian options are usu-
ally very good.” (Jamie
McCallum, Art History)

“I think it’s great.

good, but that is
= rare. The selection
is very poor, there
are no organjc
choices, and stu-
§ dent lunch scems
to be designed
with high school
students in mind,
& not for discerning
adults. A sandwich
and a bag of
chips? Chips by
Lays, to be exact -
¢ the company that ]
4 know most of my

Especially the salad bar and the cookxes
(Ji Young Ryu, English)

“1 think it is pretty good. There are a vari-
ety of selections, the food is fresh and
well-prepared, and is taken from a variety
of cultures. This is the first school I've
been at where professors don’t apologize
for taking out-of-town colleagues to the
cafetena for lunch!” (Annelies Kamran,
Political Science)

“Remarkably good, especially the entrees
and salad bar, though the sandwiches in
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fellow graﬁ students  despise.”
(Mqriya Gluzman, Philosaphy)

“Well, the student menu Jooks like a joke
most the times. I think that for $4.50 they
should offer a ‘real’ plate.” (A. Alonso,
Hispanic and Luso-Brazilian Languages
and Literatures)

On Pricing
Most students we interviewed think that
prices are too high for food services at a

public educational instituti'on. Also  as
expected — the significant increase in cof-
fee prices over the last months annoyed
many students. Our interviews about price
included one RA employee, who asked
that they remoain anonymous.

“The quality is fine; the prices are outra-
geous for a college cafeteria.” (Patricia
Ruiz-Navarro, Psychology)

“It’s pricey, particularly coffee ~ 1.358 for
a small cup is ridiculous! Generally prices
of beverages are high. ... Back to cheaper
coffee!” (Jasmine, Theatre)

“Slightly expensive — for example, 1 saw
another retailer a block away from the GC
selling “Tea’s Tea” ata price 50 cents lower
than harc ” (J1 Young Ry, Enghsh)

“] can get food cheaper around the corner
or at Duane Reade.” (Patrick Inglis,
Sociology)

“The markup on gum and candy is outra-
geous. $1.25 for a cup of tea only because
1 don't have to go outside to buy it? I can
use the same argument for why the prices
should be Jower than they are outside.”
(Mariya Gluzman, Philosophy)

see Loffee Price , page 5
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proS Zxﬁly‘ Know-hat-ouramehouse Welliess

Center and nurse practicioner are current-

ly-irjeopardyr Some-students-seem-to-be

feel that the end of these institutions. is
immediafe and mevxtab‘le Whilethisds not

thassive€itin & ' ‘
such as student trave] and research grants.
That solution”is a separate “student activi--
tiésfee that would-coveronly the- Weliness
Center. Such a fee would be modest, prob-
ably around $12 for each student, per year.
Let’s take a look at the funding situation as
it currently stands, The, Wellness. Center’s
cost of roughly $125,000 a year has tradi-
tionally been split by the DSC and the
administration. But the problems facing
this system are numerous. First of all, the
DSC failed to pay its usual share-this year,
and the administration had to step in to
bail out the system. This is not a one-time
problem, but one.that is sure to- happen
again. Just consider the $40,000 budget
gap the DSC is looking at for the 2005

budget (sce page 11 in this isSUE)........om cmmmsBUmMbers.is in. the.red, This.leaves.a.num .
- The admlmstratlon, for its part, has spo-
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2" they are planning to cut funds on

th &@dﬂﬁlﬁ__ﬁenm&_kén;ﬁa

T S a0,

ST-fature Tandmg of the Wellness Center

In various writings and meetings whete
the™ topic™of “the "adnimistration’s plans
toward funding the Center have,come up,
VP for Student Affairs Matt Schoerigbod
has said only that“there have not b ..
dec1s1ons made yet.” Does this mean that
eir
side? Areé théy fust losRing over ths -
bers to see what is possible? No one
knows:

Trr addittorr tor th@pwbtem’b‘fmé s61ven-
¢y of this panhandle duo, there are other
issues and expenses related to the current
nurse practicioner, Mary Clancy. Ms.
Clancy has a close relationship with
Mount Sinai Medical Center that dates
back to the days when the Graduate Center
had a biomedical program (that program,
believe it or not, revolted against CUNY
and became part of NYU). If and when
Ms. Clancy eventually retires from her
post, the Wellness Center will lose the
benefit of this relationship arid<the cost of
the service will increase again.

Anyway you look at jt, this jumble of

ber of-options. One would be to decrease
services to decrease costs. But thatdeaves
the sizable minority of Graduate Center
students who do not have health insurance
without a net. Then,again, it's better than
completely closing the Wellness Center,
which would endanger the 1earnmg atmos-

§ phere at CUNY by leaving some students

completely for the wolves.

The third and best option is to separate
funding for the DSC and the Wellness
Center. As the largest item on the DSC’s
budget, the Wellness Center has been
draining money from other important
services such as the Student Travel &
Research grants, which ran out before the
winter break this year. As a previous arti-

.. .cle.in The Advocdte ifidicated, a one-tithe

yearly fee of about $12 would nip this
problem in the bud by paying about half of
the full cost of the Center--although it’s
important to state that such a move should
not imply that the administration is -no
longer expected to help support it.

N

-
)
C
j

Ruth Benp,.. coordmato,r, -National War Tax Registance - Coordinating €ommittee,
Dem cy Now host and executlve producer Amy Goodman, afid Steve Theberge

; _,e will cover the actlons we can take tQ res1st, th;s, undeclared aggress1on
in part"c“fﬁfa“r addressmg the role of students in resisting the call for their bodies and the
issue of an 1mpendmg military draft, and for all of us, the.call for our.tax.money.

The evening includes timg for quesnons and comments on both presentatmns and for
ekplanations on resistance to paying “for war, Tt Eeglns with a selection of original songs
by the Raging Grannies & Their Daughters, a project of WILPF (Women’s International
League of Peace and Freedom), which started in the 1980s in Canada, and now has chap-
ters &ll over.the world.

This-is atime-for-renewal of our energy and determination to make this the last year
of a war that should never have been waged, one that has not only killed members of the
armed forces but taken the lives of over 100,000 Iraqi civilians, to say nothing of life-
long scars on the hearts and minds of Iragi men, women and children.

This event is presented in collaboration with the New York City People’s Life Fund,
a fund made up of resisted taxes and contributions. For over 30 years, the Fund has been
a vital link to outstanding community groups, providing grants and loans to support their
work

7:30 pm; Suggested donation: 86 — Brecht Forum (Co-sponsor: the New York City
Peoples Life Fi unaD 451 West Streez‘ New York, NY 10014, mail@brechiforum.org
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WednesdayﬁmAprll 6

March 20’ marks the second anniversary of the invasion of Irag. We arc honored fo have
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Book release party for:

I Am Not Not a Man, I Am. Dyncumte'
Friedrich Nietzsche & the Anarchist -
Tradition.

it e AR

GC student and 4dvocate staff member Spencer Sunshine will introduce this new col-
lection which he is associate editor of.

7pm. Free. ABC No Rio, 156 Rivington St between Norfolk & Clinton., Lower East Side.

Wednesday, April 6
Glopetizatiorrand-Political Power: ™ -
Frances Fox Piven

Distinguished Professor of Political Science & Sociology at the GC & author of
Regulating the Poor: The Functions of Public Welfare,.among many. other publications

$T2 is a ‘modest fée”Tn the Hobbesian
world of private health care it barely pays
for a tap with the reflex hammer. To pay
such,a.fee for a full year of free, on-site.
ealth services,while helping-to-keep-the
DSC strong, is a good deal for the
Graduate Center. It will create a more sta-
ble and healthy future for all GC students.

Corrections

Regarding “ BMCC Puts ‘Homeland Security’
Program on Hold,” Febryary 2005:

* The program was sponsored by the Business
Management Department, not the Business
Management Program.

* Abram Negrete is a member of the Hunter
Internationalist Club, not its president.

* Colonel John Perrone is not on the BMCC
Program’s Advisory Board; he is the head of
the Homeland Security Management Institute.
* Leo Gleser was connected to death squads in
Honduras, but not in Chile as the article said.

ot

‘6 30 pm Bazsley Powell Elebash Recztal Hall, CUNY Graduate Center, 3 65 Fifth Aves
(@ 34th Street) Free

Wednesday, April "13.. ...
2005 Democratic Mayoral Forum

The four democratic candidates for New York City mayor are scheduled to speak and
answer questions:

- Fernando Ferrer, former Bronx Borough President
- C. Virginia Fields, Manhattan Borough President

- Gifford Miller, Speaker, New York City Council

- Anthony Weiner, Member of Congress, 9th District

With Moderator: Prof. Kenneth Sherrill, Chair of the Political Science Department,
Hunter College, CUNY and CFD’s District Leaders: Beth Berns & Mare Landis, 67th
AD /Joan Paylo & Gregory Soumas, 69th AD

6:30-9:30 pm; West-Park Church, 165 W. 86th Street. For more info, visit
wwwiefdnye.org or e-mail cfdweb(@aol.com / phone 212-222-19586,

March 2005
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Here’s a list of glitches encountered by a grad student
teaching for her very first class:

<+ Ignoring a student when she calls your attention
by “Professor.”
Student leaving the classroom after lecture:
“Thank you.” You, [gleefully], “Thank you!”
“T didn’t know there was a rule that missing five
¢classes Jowers your grade!™
<+ “I didn’t know there was a tiile that saying
*smoking dope” in an essay lowers your grade!”
Spending over ten minutes fast-forwarding or
rewinding a VHS tape, your back turned to the
students.
“I couldn’t pick up the midterm review because I
was visiting my grandmother in the hospital and
my roomimate (hung over, slouchinig in the coruce)
had food poisoning.”
Xerox machine jamming as you make 40 copies
right before class; the secretary is talking-about
her nalrstyhst and ignoring your pleas.

+
+

.seriqusly. .as .the.. . in..our.name. Lfor.technologyl
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“THe cértificate is a nine-credit, three course program.
$History, Theory, and Practice of Interactive Media” deals
with the theoretical foundations of technology. “Theory,
Design, and Practice” offers the valuable hands-on appli-
cation of that knowledge. Finally, for the Independent
Study course the student gets to create his own project.
There is an array of workshops covering topics such as
HTML, discussion boards, list-serves, Photoshop,
DreamWeaver, Final Cut Pro, and Microsoft Access,
among others, Conciderable space is devoted to issues
such as intelleczal property, copyright, and keepmg as
seminar lively and interactive.

Some of the instructors are Professors Joan

Greenbaum, George Otte, David Jaffee, Penne Bender,
and Steve Brier himself, who helped design all threc
courses and frequently supervises the Independent Study.
Mariya Gluzman, "a web devclopcr doctoral student in
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bays Brier, “We take the P 1mﬁfam€[fmratumw

emails at midnight.

If you’re teaching at CUNY or elsewhere, chances are

you w1]l be launched into the higher education field w1th—
ing, You will be green, unucrpald and.i

nig tmares about ecturing in the nude or secretary con-
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are. The Graduate Center’s, Interacnve Technology &
Pedagogy Certificate was created to address this very
problem. This certificate program teaches graduate stu-
dents how to effectively use digital technology in a class-
room and allows them to discuss teaching in a formal set-
ting,

“f amentably, we teach a lot about how to dv research,
we tend not to teach about how to teach the disciplines,”
says Dr. Steve Brier, Associate Provost for Instructional
Technoldgy and Dear *for Triterdisciplinary Studies, who
: launched the program in 1999. “1 came to quickly realize
that the Graduate Center was not doing enough for the
doctoral students in helping prepare them for employment
m the new world of instructional technology that they
would be finding when they went out to get jobs and look
for positions in the academy.” In response, Brier put
together a'task force of students, faculty, and administra-
tors to devise this program and get it approved by the
CUNY Central Office and the State Bducation- Office in

Kimon Keramidas ’
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skx]ls program it is meant to be a serious intellectual
engagement with notions of the impact of technology on
teaching and learning [and] about how teaching is done.”
The program ultimately strives to make educatlon more

- sbnartant=Ehisdsnotius t,a._...__,..wm...w‘
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munication. Those enrolled in the program get a chance to
discuss their teaching experiences, concerns, and frustra-
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Kimon Keramidas, a Theater student, came to the
Certificate Program his second year and claims it has been
one of his best experiences at the Graduate Center. One of
his favorite aspects is the diversity. *In my group we had
a couple of musicologists, someone from musical per-
formance and social services; one woman was doing her
work on breastfeeding; we had a criminal justce PhD. We
all got along really well and it made for diverse discus-
sions. It was wonderful to see how different people were
looking at the same topic.”” Now, Keramidas works &s a
rescarcher for the Associate Provost and also teaches a
number of workshops in the program.

Whether teaching writing, political science, physics, or
anthfopology, it is’becoming increasingly more difficult to
bypass technology in the 21st century, especially when
dealing with young people, many of whom grew up with
the computer as their nanny.

“If you're going to teach students in this day and age,
and not use a computer, you're not goifg to connect with
them,” Keramidas believes. “You are loosing a whole por-
tion of their sensory reception that they are so attuned to.

Steve Brier

Xfp are n_nma vv'&!l?l mﬂtnre ntw‘nfprar‘ﬂvp am:- .Thé.‘,’, 0
a website, they want to get their readings online. We need
to adapt to the state of technology in our culmre.”

That line on the diploma that says “Certification in
Interactive Technology and Pedagogy,” and the knowl-
edge it entails, can also make a difference during a job.
search, whether for an adjunct or a full-time professor
position. As the GC President refers to it, a student there-
by gains “an extra arrow in the quiver.”

Brier encourages students on or after their second year
to entoll in the certificate program. “In a world in which
there is enormous competition for the few academic jobs,
it has become increasingly clear to me that lots of acadein-
ic institutions are looking for new younger faculty mem-
bers to join them who come with the skill sef, who are,
familiar with and are able to use instructional technology:
to teach. It is an important certification.”

Masha Rumer is a student in the PhD program in
Comparative Literature and a freelance journalist.

{(Description of program and samples of syllabi)

http://web.ge.cuny. edu/provost/apzt/zds/medza __pOW@i"/
(Sample Independent Study Project)
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dents- need fo fake a long hard look at.the way the
Graduate Center uses and will be using data, and how
(and by whom) the system will be managed. Emulating
er universities and companies

Resources needs new thanagement.
Bryan Renne, a student in the Computer Science pro-
gram, helped start a petitioh to this end. Locdted at
‘http://petition.notspecial.org, the
petition demands that “the candi-
date selected for the position of

Information’ Resources meet the
following requirements: he or
she must be hired from outside
The Gradudte Ceénter,” and “hé, or she must bave first-
hand, in-depth technical knowledge of computer system.
dminhistration.” It goes on to,state that, “If the conditions
in the previous iter ¢annot be met by anyone in the cur-
Fent pool of candidates, a new search commxttee will be
ormed and the search process begun anew.”

Rerme asserts, “Ini'my view, the problems at the GC are
he result of poor mandgement. This is not merely the
verall response to thesvatious probléms that users have
experienced but also with respect to planning, organiza-
tion, and allocation of gkilled ‘workers (which are efther
effectwely lacking or are not adequately utilized).”

Furthermore, he notes, there are consequences to this™

lack of experienced staff: first, it costs the Graduate
Centet money to frequently resort to outside consultants
and technical support Second, it takes time-far too
much time. “It is not «enough for the Assxstant Vice
President. of IR to, be a skilled, mapager - cople
iskills,” he notes. “The individual must also have m-depth,
first-hand knowledge of the technology deployed, its con-
‘'sequences, and also other options that we may want to put
‘on the table in the future... 1t isn't the ugers’ responsibili-
fy to change their usage pafterns so that nothing breaks.
5 IRs job to observe usage and adapt to serve the com-
mumty that employs it.”

Network Possibilities
ln addition to its staffing.problems, the Graduate Center’s

ent types of networks, and each has benefits and draw-
backs, However, the attributes we should look for in a net-
work are simple: robustness, meaning the ability to with-
stand. failure, especial]y of individual components; and
reliability, meaning the ability to work around obstacles.
‘A random network,, one in'which compiiters are randomly
connected to each other (no one computer is more likely
to have more lifiks to other computers than any othier com-
puter) is subject to cascading failires because it can’t
work around obstacles. Take out a few keynodes, and the
entire hetwork-‘comes crashing down. (Picture the electric-
ity grid in'the United States—a failure in Ohio is blamed
for cansing the big ‘Northeast Blackout 0f2003,) The GC
;conﬁguratxon is a star network in which many computers

et Fordoshis; Infermation

Fed up with continuing
‘Assistant Vice President for emuciil goblins at GC? Visit specialized programming neces-
petition.notspecial.org.

_computer systems are overly centralized. There are differ-"

gense of liberty, not “free” as, in costing nothing. The
open-source movement of computer users and program-
mer$ is a global phenomenon. The movement shares a
beli¢f that software should be free to
~internabworkmgs)-availabletoany
or improve on them, A general policy is that improve-
ments are also shared. (Open-source software is available
at no cost, however, the cost of the software itself is usu-
ally riot the most expensive part.
Users also need to keep in mind
the tosts of technical support.and

sary to configure the'softwate to
user needs:) Open-source soft-
ware could be used to address
budgetary, intellectual monopoly, and academic freedom
issues at the Graduate Center.

For example, the Linux operating systemi started as
Linus Torvalds® college research project in 1991..An oper-
ating system is the software that tells the hardware what
to do: how to run the applications that'we use everyday by
telling the computer how much memory is needed, how
tasks should be scheduled, and how the user can interact
with the computer. (For more information about Linux,
see http://wwwlinux,org/info/index.html?) Torvalds
developed Linux as a variant of UNIX, a proprietary oper-
ating system that has been in usé since 1969. Developers
all over the world have worked on Linux, and many oth-
ers have developed open-source software that runs on
Linux systems, including graphic user interfaces (GUISs)
that look like the “desktop” screens familiar to everyone
from Apple and Microsoft. There is even a bundle of com-
_monly used apphcatlons called OpenOffice, which is sim-

ar 46" Miérosoft Gfficerprograms-like-Wordsand . Excel, ..

“the beginning of February, it had been downloaded 11

million times: By the middle of February it had be
downloaded over 25 million times. You can download i
yourself at http:// ‘ (In one of my alter

largest publisher of social studies software, and we use
Firefox.)

The list of institutions using open-source , software is
long and growing. Deutsche Bahn in Germahy, ‘the
Gendarmerie Nationale of France, the cities of Muhich,
Germany and Bergen, Norway, the Ministry of Defense in
Singapore, and the natiopal government of Brazil dre
either moving or have moved, to open-source softwares
They will be supported by companies such as IBM and
Novell, who have invested a great deal of money in devel-
opinig and. supporting end-user ‘applications: for Linux
operating systems, Only one ‘month after Firefox was
Jaunched, The Christian Science Monitor reported that
Penn State Unjversity “advised its 80,000, students to
abandon Internet Exploter for Firefox.”

Some Examples from Othér Institutions
How would a more decentralized, more robust network
using partitioned administration and data, and redundant
features stack up to industry standards? And how does the
Graduate Center stack up against ofher area institutions?
«A quick tour of the Web brings to light many interest-
ing details. Brookhaven National Laboratory (BNL); for
instance, is located on Long Island. BNL is one of tert
national labs, conducting research in physical, biomed-
jcal, and environmental sciences, as well as.in energy
technologies and national security, Like u$, BNL requires
reliable émail-—and they have.two servers-for Microsoft
Oq,;;gok Web Access (whlch allows users fo: dccess theip

Again, the software ¢an be conﬁgured the way the user
wints it: those of us who miss WordPerfect’s ability to
format a document properly through the “reveal codes”
command would appreciate OpenOffice.

Let’s Took at the issue of security through the criminal
justice lens: motive, means, and opportunity. Microsoft is
a global monopoly. If the GC were to move to Litiux or
other open-soutce software, we would be moving from a
system controlled by a monopoly to a system controlled
by CUNY. Several hundred million” people have been
bumed by Microsoft products and business practices—a
vast pool of people with a motive for writing viruses and
other malicious software. At most, CUNY has only exas-
perated several thousand people to the point of such activ-
ity.

Next, let’s consider means. The majority of computer
users approach computers the, same way they approach
cars. The specifics of.the internal combustion engine are
of litfle or no interest; what is important is ‘that when you
turn it on, it'runs. Qut of the pool of people.with a motive
for mucking with the GC’s systems, ‘we can eliminate
those who lack the techpical expertise.

Finally, we have. opportunity. Those with the, best
opportunities for destroying the Graduate Center’s sys-
tems are those who'have control over ifs components: The
most likely source, as we have seen in the past two
montlis, of system-failure is therefore the employees of
“Information Resources. Lack of planning and failure to
build robust networks hag'ted to exactly the same’effect as
i e had dehberate?y attacked us-~the same foss of

] th th t
ers faxls, the others can take up the slack. Shutting down a
seale-free~network-requires-deliberately...
Hhubs sinultaneously; something that-is-ieéss-likely-te hap-
pen if the GC has a more secure and robust network.

Why Open-Source Software is Right for CUNY

How can the transition to a scale-free system be accom-

plished? By switching to non-Microsoft-dependent prod-

ticts and services, the system can be made more secure.
The best source of non-Microsoft products is open-

source software. Open-source software is “free” in the

page 4 Advocate

attacking..the..

0pen~source progtams have better security because
they are not monolithi

-advantages,..they.. are . gaiping,.in,
~Windows still has.
and application servers, open-source software runs the
majority of Web and emaﬂ servers, and is poised to take
over databases.

Tired of security flaws, pop-up ads, spyware, and virus-
es? Meet the flashiest entry in open-source software:
Firefox, an alternative web browser. Launched in
November 2004, it had captured 4% of the US browser
market by December, according to Wired magazine. At
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¢ targets and because developers all

adock-on .desktop. t;i}érénngﬂsystem

email from the web, instead of" diréeiy from™the server),
instead of only one Outlook Web. Access server for ai
email.

New York University has a department for Academlc
Computing Services, which provxdes instruction- and
research-focused resources and services for NYU faculty
and, students; and another department for Administrative
Compiting Services, which provides application develop+
ment, database administration, and security services fo¥
NYU's administrative systems (such as human resoufces,
and financial administration). Yét another department of
Communications & Computing Services handles infra-
structure for telephony and computing. All report to

NYU’s Information. Technology Services division, but
they are separate departments.
Columbia University’s Académic Information Systems
(AclS) uses UNIX to support their eémail and Web servic
es, mstead of Mlcrosoft Exchange and Internet

outage on February 28, it’s true but theirs lasted 30 mm
utes, not five days. In addition, AcIS’s responsﬂmhtle
covers computing systems, academic technologies such a
online course delivery, research computing Support, com
puting- support services such as,the hélp-desk, and info
mation services research and dévelopment. AIS is led by
the Deputy Vice President for Atademic Informatio
Systems. 'AelS is not xespons1ble for the design, manag
ment, or securlty of Colutnbia’s administrative technol

“SemAces (ALS), partot ’th&

-Exeeutive Vice«President-for
Administration. AIS handles the systems for accounting,
purchasing, inventory, and so on.

-

Kecpmg these systems physically sw.pamted is how we
can ensure that when one system fails; it doesn’t take all
the others with it.

Annelies Kamran, is a Student in the PhD program in
Political Science, and a Research Associate af the Ralph
Bunche Institute.




The alarm clock goes off like an explosion.
I open_one eye; it’s eight a.m., so I press
the snooze button. Soon 1 will be packing
Tast night’s leftovers for tunch like a zom-
bie while 1 wait for the coffee to kick in—
I am too cheap (or rather, too poor) to
throw away six bucks on some lousy soup
and crackers at the GC cafeteria. My pay-
check svould be gone in a blink if I started
living Jarge like that. T stuff my bag with
bananas and apples—they are for snacking
during my commute. Finally, T trudge-to
the subway, and remember that the fares
Jjust went up again. I fight an old lady and
4 little girl to be able to get into the packed
fear 50 I can have my nose pressed against
B tall man’s armpit. Did somebody just
‘pmch my butt? Great! I can’t think of a
better way to spend two dollars than thig. 1
would like to read, but I can’t move my
arms. Two hours later 1 emerge at my des-
tination. I have half an hour to get ready to
teach a class,

My desk at the College Where 1 Teach
{CWIT) was probably made before World
War I--the room has that farhiliar smell of
dust and old books, I hope my allergies
won’t bother me too much today; I am
already out of Claritin. T wish I could open
‘the windows or turn down the heat, but the
windows seem shut for good, the thermo-

i Aol

stat i§ broken, and the 60-year-okd profes
sor with whom T share the office always
complains that it is too cold. His stuff is
gverywhere—pictures, posters, books, old
papers. 1 guess I could try and make
myself feel a little more at home and bring
some stuff to make this place nicer, but
who knows if CWIT will hire ‘me again
next semester. 1 don’t want to invest
myself.

Somebody knocks. A student comes in
before class to ask some questions.
Hallelujah! I am hoping for some intellec-
tual stimulation. Why did I not understand
what he wanted to say in his essay? he
asks. T look at the text again. The sentence
starts with a quotation:matk, begins to ask
a question, yet ends before any verb
appears, How do I tell Him that he writes at
a second ‘grade level?

Total frustration at myself, the students,
and the American educational system has
been a prominent theme in my life since I
became an adjunct. At first, 1 thought it
wag just me. I'thought I was a horrible pro-
fessor. I was thrown into teaching without
any advice or training. By now, 1 know it
is not about me. I have attended so many
teaching seniinars, incorporated so many
different genres into my syllabus, made
the class as exciting as I could, tried to
reach out to students in so many different
ways. 1 know they like it, they often try

Hmmmwa

hard, sometimes they engage thre materiat,
and they care about it. Yet, they cannot
write and they can hardly read.
Somewhere along the line, someone really
failed them—probably many someones.

I love CUNY and I wish we could go
back to providing a free education for
everyone. I do what I can to fight tuition
hikes, and I am proud that my institution
produces such high percentages of minori-
ty graduates. My students are interesting
people: young mothers, Jamaican nurses, a
man who used to be homeless, and many
beautiful Puerto Rican boys. Some of them
hardly speak English. T don’t let that
excuse slide because English is my second
language, too. I read sixty to one hundred
hotrible papers per week. I know that my
students need to learn how to write and 1
hope they can leafn by writing, so I assign
alot of it. I have them write plays, dia-
logues, letters, and simple essays. I often
see glimpses of critical thought and under-
standing, but mostly the writing is horren-
dous. They have no concept of what a full
sentence is, what a subject is, verb agree-
nent, how to quote, how to edit. They pla-
giarize. Their paragraphs don’t make any
sense. Many of them are lazy and do not
go to the trouble to add “s” to their plurals,
completely omit the “ed” in past tense
verbs, or write like they are really, really
high. T wonder if it would help me grade

their papers if I got high myself:
Unfortunately, theadjunct salary does not
really allow for such luxuries.

1 want to scratch my eyes out. There are
thirty mére papers waiting for me on my
desk at home. The professor 1 work for
decided that T am better suited to grade
them—she sticks to lecturing. I am bitter
because she gets paid so much more but ¥
am stuck with the shitty part of the job.
Anyway, 1 plow through the papers,
investing myself totally, writing Tong notes
about how to improve—only to find out
that two weeks later, on another assign-
ment they make the sare bloody mistake I
advised them not to make ever again,

I try hard not to compare my students
with the kids ii my own high school. 1
went back there recently fo teach a week-
end workshop and, on any given day, the
worst student there is writing and reading
on a level that is light years beyond that of
the studerits at CWIT. The difference is
that those smart high schoolers are from
predominantly middle-class families and
nice neighBorhoods, while the CWIT kids
are teenage mothers, Rikers Island alumni,
or working parents with three kids and a
fourth one on a way. I am usually the only
white face in the room, and I routinely lie
about my age because so many of them are’

*
see A Day in the Life, page 9

*I think it’s great, and the prices are reasonable. I think
the coffee, however, is dreadful. 1’d prefer some ordinary,
Workmg-Joe back-office grade coffee to the so-called
fancy java they have.” (Arthur Beckman, Political
Science)

“After having realized a new increase of prices I decided
o have a conversation with Mr. Hunter, the manager of
the cafeteria, about their price policy. To my question why
pprices increase every semester he answered that the price
of coffee at the production level is increasing on a daily
b_asls_and 50 they.need to.follow suit. He added that other
‘ ample Starbucks) méintain the same price
; e while on the other hand they reduce the
portaons/quantzty of coffee per cup, by for example redii¢-
ing the size of their cups. In other words, the decision to
raise 'the price of coffee by the managerial staff of the

Gateteria was made instead to increase the price maintam- -

ing the size of the cups unaltered,” (Anthony Buttaro
Sociology)

“The choices are great. Where else can you get a hot lunch
or all veggic meal for under 9$? RA does a good job.
When looking at food costs at the GC you need to keep in
mind the world we live in. The Tsunami affected the cof-
fee price, floods in Cali affect produce. Cost of food is
based on lots of issucs if people are upset over rising costs
here they should also be upset over rising food costs all
over Manhattan.” (RA employee)

Ideas for Change

Last but not leust we asked our respondents: What, apart
from cutting prices, could be done differently? While
most suggestions concerned additional food options and
longer opening hours, two students protested that a com-
pany with such an atroctous labor rights record as RA
should not be allowed to provide food in the GC.

“The: schedule is far too restrictive for both the 8th and
ground floors. It is designed for the administrative staff

_Coffee Price In
' ome on...

and excludes attention to students’ true schedules. The
worst thing about the schedule is the fact that the ground
floor facility closes too early for students who finish class
at 6:15 and want to eat before going to the library. ...
There should be full food service available on the 8th
floor until 4. (Aleta Styers, Political Science)

“I’d like to see longer hours of operation. ... And what
about weekends?” (Annelies Kamran, Political Science)

“It should be open not only when they can make money
but When students have to study. it ’$ ot only about busi-
ness.” (A. Alonso, Hispanic and Luso-Brazilian
Languages and Literatures)

“Please bring back the wine!” (Luana Ferreira, Hispanic
and Luso-Braahan Languages and L]teratures)

“Cheaper prices and more sushi — but only if it's cheap —
actually not cheap, just inexpensive:”"(Patfick Inglis,
Sociology)

“There could be healthier options in the café.” (Robert
Wood, Musicology)

“They might not bring the price of coffee down, but there
are things as their ‘student lunch’ policy. Why do I have to
pick a bag of chips? Could they broader one’s choices? ...
Or the other day I wanted.to. have water-instead of soda,
and nope! that was not allowed. I even asked if I could
change my soda for a cup of coffee and that was not a pos-
sibility either. Have the soda or leave it was pretty much
the choice.... and well, T took the soda against my will.”
(Patricia Ruiz-Navarro, Psychology)

“T would like to see greater food choices with perhaps
some organic alternatives. Personally, I would like to see
Lays, Mars, and some other products be replaced by more
socially and environmentally friendly alternatives.”
(Mariya Gluzman, Philosophy)

(con’t from 1)

“It should be a totally unionized work force and totally
vegetarian kitchen. And there should be rooftop dining
available.” (Jamie McCallum, Art History)

“1 am really mad about this entire situation. Personally, I
am committed to boycott the cafeteria: 1 am have nof
bought anything there since the day of my conversation:
with Mr. Hunter. Especially when considering all the
advantages that this company has in operating ‘within the
GC; for example the fact that every event that takes place
within the. GC that entails refreshments.must, by. contract;

be catered” by, ﬂﬂs com any.” (Anthony Buttaro,
Saciology) o ST

Until summer 2004: $1.00

Sept 2004: 2 choices:

$1.90 for Ritazza coffee
25 #for..Jova.. coffee,.. ..
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“Christo & Jean- C/a ude Br/ng

with “"The Ga tes”

Masna RuMER

For two weeks in February, New York City was trans-
formed by Christo and Jeanne-Claude’s large-scale instal-
lation piece, *The Gates.” The husband and wife team
share the same birthday and a love of public installation
art, as well as the color saffront. Having conceived the
project 25 years ago, this Bulgarian-French artist duo
finally brought it to completion on February 12, with the
official permission of Mayor Bloomberg. “The Gates”
#were impossible to avoid during these two weeks, even if
you live in New Jersey.

Officially titled “The Gates: 1979-2005,” the project
involved the installation of 7,500 gates with suspended
safffon-colored nylon fabric, stationed along the entire 23

miles of walkways in Central Park, The project required

5,290 US tons of steel, 116,389 miles of nylon thread,
165,000 bolts and nuts, and 60 miles of Vinyl tube. The
cost: US $20,000 million, financed entirely by the artists,
who sold their sketches and’ earlier works to support the
projéect.

Christo and Jeanne-Clande ‘have a long-standing repu-

‘tation for challenging traditiorial notions of art. In the past,
they wrapped fabri¢ around oil barrels in Cologne; they
wrapped bottles, trees, and "The Chicago Museum of

Cohtemporary Att; they wrapped omuments in Europe
including the Reichstag in Berlin. They surrounded

islands in Florida with fabric and erected a barrel wall. All

projects are temporary and the artists refuse volunteer

help and contributions from corporate or private founda-

tions:
So what is the purpose of “The Gates” in 30-degree

weather? For many New Yorkers and tourists flocking in
from-all-over-the-country;this.was- a-Chance-1o-baskeinmm

color in the center of the snow-covered city. Andrew, from
Brooklyn, took his five-year-old daughter Julia for an
afternoon walk in the park. “1 like them! It's a happening!”
he said. “[Julia] asked me what the purpose of the gates
was, and I said the purpose was that Christo wanted to just
get people to come out.” For others, the project offered an
adventure, shaking up February’s stalemate.

Thousands of people strolled, ran, and took carriage
rides through the park daily, stretching to touch the saffron
fabric, éating Nétdogs, takirg Photodraphs like there was

no tomorrow, $triking conversations with strangers, and
trying to stay warm. According to a police officer working
on the premises, who preferred to remain anonymous, the
park saw about five times the number of visitors it typical-
ly gets in February, “Usually ‘you just see people jogging
or walking their dogs.” The majority allegedly showed up
on the last weekend before the dismantling of the project.

“There is a lot of energy,” said Olga Aksakalova, an
English student from the Graduate Center. “Everybody is
doing the same thing—taking pictures of each other, find-
ing the right angle, distributing those little pieces of mate-
rial: In terms of the artistic goal, I’'m not really sure. 1t’s
justa way to give people some happiness and bring them
together. Tt’s something colorful in the middle of winter.”

Christo and Jeanne-Claude hired 900 workers to put
together, monitor, and dismantle the gates for two weeks
after the project. Dixie DeGraw came all the way from
Oregon, where she works and studies art at Portland State
University.

“This was a dream come true for me, really,” said
DeGraw, holding the monitor’s pole with a tennis ball
secured at the end. I get here about seven o'clock, 1 have
a litile coffee, talk to other, peaple, then the engineer and
Christo and Jeanne-Claude make announcements. Then
we come out here and basically take care of the gates.”

The duties intlude answenng visitors’ questxons keeping

&8t _ byt ’ 0
swatches. "We just make everythmg look pretty an 1p
make people happy, I guess.”

On the artisticpurpose of “The Gates,”DeGraw-said, “I
loverit, but I'm a little biased. My favorite part of it is
when the wind moves fhrough it. My favorite kind of day
“to look at is when there’s a.good blue sky, no clouds, it's
very-sunny.-and-there's a-ot.of wind.-That's when-J.think
it's the most beautiful.”

André Cruz, who works for a security company in New
York City, is another monitor. “I'll be here until the end.
Two weeks after the closing.” Cruz’s favorite part is
“meeting people from all around the world, the experience
of the exhibit, just coming outside and enjoying the day as
the day goes by. It's all about communicating well with
the public.” Cruz has heard a variety of reactions, but
most of them positive.

“Nany businesses; like Hospitality and restaurant indus-

try, experienced a surge of clients. Central Park itself was
cashing in on $5 guides, entitled “On Walking *The
Gates,” and $20 mugs and baseball caps. Photographers
instantly produced prints of varying quality, putting thery
up for sale throughout.

John, manager of Cosmic Coffee Shop on 58th and
Broadway, by the South entrance to the park, was opti-
mistic. “Everything was good. There was extra business:
a lot of people from all over the world and United States.
It was very busy from the morning on—-nine ¢’¢lock until
seven o’clock, Nice people, no problems, everybody
enjoying the gates,” he commented on the project’s last
Saturday.

However, many New Yorkers disapproved of the instal-
lation and the hype. Many saw “The Gates” as a gratu-
itous attempt of Christo and Jeanne-Claude to buy public-
ity, rather than spend the monéy on more charitable caus-
es during a winter season when thousands are homeless.
Fot others, the project raised questions about the defini-
tion and purpose of art: they wete dissatisfied with the
free-for-all interpretation. After all, the project promised a
unique visual and temporal expertence, fanned by Christo
and Jeanne-Claude on their official website ag, “Each sép-
arate ‘gate’ would be merely a relic of the artwork and not
a work of art. Seven thousand, five hundred structures
together in Central Park IS a work of art.” So, many
goe, something more, well, artistic. A few

'1mm1grants from the“foxmer Sov:et Union were convinced

that the Gates were Wew Yorkls gecret expee

o afamali.

darity with Ukrainian Prime Minister Yushenko; poisoncraa_ g

by dioxide, who used orange ‘as the official ‘color of his
campaign. Many critics simply saw no point to the artifi-
ciality of nylon and steel amid the natural 1andscape

apprecxanon, welcomed the free opportumty to venture
beyond their stoop and subway stop, to get excited, min-
gle with strangers, and smile in acknowledgement of
somebody’s multimillion dollar attempt to change the way
they view themselves and their city on a cold
February day.

Masha Rumer is a student in the PhD program n
Comparative Literature and a freelance journalist,

T

&
i %

iy




/“'U

JAMES HOFF

Locdted inconspicuously ‘on the corner of 27th and 5th
Avenue, far from such “Museum Mile” giants as the
Metropolitan ahd the Guggenheim, the Museum of Sex,
or MoSex for short, is quietly challenging.the curatorial
status quo with a series of exhibits ranging from the rela-
tively tame to the-pleasantly hardcore. Despite the"steep
$18 entrance fee:(Students get in for $13.50) and the
remarkably unbelpful and unfriendly staff, MoSex; only’
seven blocks from the Graduate Center, is the perfect _
excuse to put off that seminar paper or dissertation and
spend a little time studying what we would all rather be
doing anyway.

Except for the nearly hidden entrance on 27th and the
wvibrators and dildos on sale in the gift shop, the lobby of
the Museum of Sex looks like any other small, modern
museum, with an abundance of smooth surfaces, muted
‘whites, grays, and a general sense of sanitized decorum.
Once past the turnstile that leads into the exhibits, howev-
gr,.it is pldin.to.see, this is not like any other museurn
you've ever been to. Although the first exhibit, “Vamps
and Virgins, The History of the American Pinup.” As the
Eexhibit is tolerably mild, with only the occasional beaver
shot, there isa palpable sefisethat sofiehow sOmeHhing is.
famisstdtoraltrvemroforustoshare these Sorts of expe-
riences in-public, much less with a room full of old men,
German tourists, and middle-aged couples. Single patrons
in the exhibit stand apart from one another, and couples
talk very little, fixedly gazing at the photos and alternate-
ly reading the descriptions on the wall, Although we’ve all
seen this kind of imagery before, seeing it on exhibit cre-
ates a sense of disconnect and cold rationality, as if the
erotic nature of the images has been lost,

This first exhibit, traces the development of the female
nude in photography from the comparatively risqué and
enticing Victorian images of masters and maids (including
a remarkable photograph of a young woman with one the
first-ever electric vibrators) through to the decidedly
“plain vanilla” playboy images of buxom blondes in bub-
ble-baths of the 50s and 60s. Despite the poor lighting and
the over-abundance of academic material that accompa-
nies the exhibit, Vamps and Virgins does manage to offer
a fascinating and first-hand insight into a side of American
history that the curator, Jennifer Kabat has called “easily
the single most important development impacting
women's rights, the history of sexuality, and feminism
over the last century.” Indeed, the exhibit, by turns pedan-
tic and anecdotal, takes pains to show the degree to which
the genre was influenced by American history and” how

Soft-core porn, nght in the GC’s s neighbor-
hood.

the pinup, it turn, impacted American culture. From the
carly 20th-céntury “better than ‘cheésecake™ images of
women in stockings and garter belts and the classically
wholesome poses of 1930s “pictorialism,” to more
straightforward and empowering images of sexualized
woman in the twenties and sixties,. the. exhibit shows, if
anything, just how volatile and powerful such images
wete toa’s6¢icty that has alWay's been highly ambivalent
about its own sexuality, alternately embracing pleasure,
purity, and abstinente.

Amencan Pomographlc Film, offers the viewer an entlre-
ly different and at times almost surreal experience. By the
time the visitor has finished dutifilly taking notés on the
first exhibit and fully considered the cultural and political
implications of her own experiences with the pinup, any
potential arousal has been intellectually sublimated.
Although the sometimes humorous, sometimes arcane
information provided with the exhibit is interesting, it is
as if the pleasure of the forbidden has been stripped away
completely, sanctioned and sanitized.

iy
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1t’s not until you climb the black stairs to the second-
floor exhibit that you begin to realize where you are.
There, in the darkened room, smartly displayed upon sev-
eral knee-high, rectangular pedestals are running loops of
various old stag films from the early 20th century to the
1960s. Looking down upon these images at once reaffirms
the sense of being in a museum, reminding us these are
cultural artifacts, not porn, while simultaneously provid-
ing viewers with a false sense of privacy, since only those
standing directly next.to you know what you are watch-
ing. The exhibit is arranged in chronological order, begin-
ning in 1907 and ending in 1965. The first film, a stag
party classic, is the relatively innocuous and hiimorous
animated short “Buried Treasure,” in which a ‘hapless'man
falls victim to the ‘whims and desires of his own mon-
strously oversized appendage, leadmg him into a series of
predictable mishaps along the way, including comic sex
with a number of different animals. The rest of the exhib-
it, on the other hand, is surprisingly, refreshingly, and
unapologetically “hardcore.” These films, which mclude a
fair amount of fellatio, cunnilingus, female onanism,
straight sex, and one instance of homosexual oral sex.
They offer a glimpse of some of the earliest examples of
what would become, in America, a multi-billion dollar,
industey by the twenty-f' rst century. Most of the 35mm
shorts, normally about 10-12 minutes each, are of poor
quality compared to today’s standards, but lacking the
flash and gynecological exactness of so much modemn
porn, these films seem somehow more intense and more
raw. In the darkened and crowded exhibit space they seem
strange, yet somehow powerfully real, their ability to
move the viewer more.dangerous because of the public

nature of the exhibit. This is perhaps exactly what the
curators were looking to accomplish, after ali-most-of the
films were originally viewed by large groups of men at
stag parties.

The exhibit, on the other hand, is more than merely an
intellectudlized peépshow. Along-with the films there-are
small viewing ‘booths, looking conspicuously like those
one might find in any number of porn shops from Chelsea
to Times Square, except that these booths offer interviews
and first-person accounts of men who had seen many of
these films at stag parties.and smokers in.the 60s and 70s.
Their honest, unapologetic,.and’earnest.responses help to
give the films a human face and place them within a
broader cultural context.

In addition to the two main exhibits, the museum offers
a sampling of its permanent collection, highlights which
at the time include 2 “male chastity belt” designed to pre-
vent the evils of masturbation, as well as a number of
large, fully-equipped mechanical sex devices, a biblio-
graphical history of sex education, and a rather depressing
exhibit on “Sex, Society and Law” that makes one ques-
tion the very notion of sexual progress Although we
should appland_the Museum’s«mission-“to- preserveand’

™ present the history, evolution, and cultural significance of

human sexuality,” current and past exhibits do tend to
overlook male and female homosexuality except as aber-
ration and exception.

James Hoff is a student in the PhD program in English.

“Vamps and Virgins, |
The History of the
American Pinup,”
closes March 30th.
Museum hours are

Sunday - Friday:
ﬂ-ﬂﬂam E:Eﬂp
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ANONYMOUS

This winter saw the passing of a number of remarkable
human beings. Some were praised in the public spottight,
others were left relatively unsung, There were the celebri-
ties—]ike Ossie Davis, Sandra Dee, Bonnie Raitt’s father,
i_ ‘Arthur Miller, Lucien Carr—and then there were the thou-
sands of deaths that don’t make the newspapers, that
imight resonate only on a personal level.

{ Hunter 8. Thompson’s death bad celebrity writ-large all
Lo over it and, at the same time, touched me in a way the
©other departures have not. Thompson, best known for his
*gonzo journalism,” could arguably be called America’s
first and foremost embedded Jjournalist. Whether the sub-
Jject was biker gangs, the machinations of Washington

imbibed the mushrooms, which were starting to take hold,,
She was sober, V\}high‘ meant I was safe in public not to
make a fool out of myself, but it also meant I fiad to
accompany her as she enjoyed a European shopping
spiee.
_The so-called psychedelic drugs havé a way of tapping
into your emotions that other drugs lack. If you're feeling
down, tripping on shrooms‘or LSD probably is’t the way
to go. You may dwell on the negative emotions and find
yourself experiencing a “bad trip,” huddled in the corner
of your room, arms clasped to knees drawn up to chin.
My wife led me from store to store, where she perused the
shoes and jewelry and I stared at the thanufactured goods,
mulling over consumerism and capitalism as the walls ahd

cannabis ‘menu, comparing the varieties—from White
Widow to Bubblegum, organically cultivated fo hydro-
ponically grown, from space cakes (think marijuana
brownies) to hashish—and prices (which ranged, in gen-
eral, from six to twelve Euro per gram of marijuana). The
Dutch are enlightened, at least when it comes to ‘their drug
policies.

Smart drugs are also available in Amsterdam.
Mushrooms, herbal ecstasy, peyote. The doors ofpercep-
tion are readily cleansed in Amsterdam, and there is no
fear that you’ll be busted by the authorities for mere pos-
session of said substances—aside from the paranoia that
is a natural accompaniment of some of the drugs, one of
the side effects that can lead to a bad trip if one isn’t care-
ful. Compare that to A

his subject, breaking through to that other side Jima
Morrison told us all about and reporting things the way he
found them there, =

I read about Thompson’s death on-line in a in an

i
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ica, where over. two million .. racks.of ittms.expanded-and. contracted with each breath,
ges, hany for relatively minor drug At one point I found myself caressing a boot, smelling the
violations, and & sixty-something year old man named leather and the cow it had come from, seeing the field the
Tommy Chong can spend over a year in prison for selling  cow grazed in, worndering if the cow had been a happy:
bongs over the internet. Strange days indeed. cow, munching on the grass, ruminating, cogitatin g, per-

So Thompson was dead—by his own hand—and I haps really enjoying life before being turned into footwear

Fl =

R

Amsterdam internet café, My
‘and I was taking full advanta

thought it was only fitting to celebrate his life and works and hamburger. Fortunately the boot was on a rack and o.é
if.4.9 i s mi " Rpon, Having meg 4 S SR -

T

g bly-erifoyins:
And neither do T believe
one experiences after having ingested’ thefn.‘As
Melicpioncerand fellow space cowboy Alexand,
noted in The New" Yok Tinies "Magazine

. . & errmg-stand:
and French fries with mayonnaise,.abound inAmsterdam. | ex
The difference between a coffeehouse and a café is that in  og . aita
icoffeehouses, you can buy marijuana in addition to coffee. museun.” For'l5 Eurd; one couldn’t go wrong. Two hours
{ dt’s funny walking into a coffeehouse and asking to see the  later my wife was effectively my tour guide, having not

{0 Asian American / Asian Research Institute
=3 The City University of New York

2005 International Conference on 2005 CUNY Asian American Film / Media Festival
Global Entrepreneurship:

SEEKING ENTRIES!!!
Economic Bevelopment for Asia and the U.S. 1 m]__?rizes: $200 & $100 (Fiction, Documentary & Experimental)
Date: Friday, May 6, 2005 Film or media must have an Asian or Asian American
Time: 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM ¢ reforonco.
Place: Vertical Campus -
~Bartich College; CUNY

Cost: $35 (Registered By 3.21.05)
$45 (Registered After 3.21.05)

. -includes Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner -

” * Student & AAARIVAAHEC Members: $20

Co-Sponsors: White House Initiative on Asian and Pacific Islanders,
] Chinese Association For Science and Business, Committee of 100, and
Weissman Center for International Business - Baruch College, CUNY

| ¢ Length offilin oF media s limited to thirty minutes-orle

Submission Deadline: Friday, April 1, 2605
Send submissions to: 25 West 43rd Street, Room 1827,
New York, NY 10036

Friday Evening Lecture Series

Time: 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM
Place: 25 W. 43rd St., 18th Floor, btwn 5th & 6th Ave., Manhattan

3.04.05 - “The Chinese Virtuoso: Celebrating the Aesthetic of Extremes”
by Charles Riley (Baruch)

CUNY Response to Tsunami Disaster in South Asia

Speakers Bureau
Date: Wednesdays, 2.16.05 to 5.25.05 Time: 5:30 PM to 7:00 PM
Place: 25 W. 43rd St., 18th Floor, btwn 5th & 6th Ave., Manhattan

2.16.05 - “The Recent Tsunami: A Geologist’s Perspective”
by Nehru Cherukupalli (Brooklyn College)

2.23.05 - “Issues Concettiing Intérriationial Relief Efforts in Sri Tanka”
by Harendra Sirisena (NYC College of Technology)

3.02.05 - “Social Work in Indonesia A fter the Tsunami”
by Martha Haffey (Hunter College School of Social Work)

3.09.05 - “Counseling Issues in Treating Traumatized Victims”
by Sung Ha Suh (John Jay College of Criminal Justice)

3.11.05 - “Intergenerational Transmission of Religion & Ethnicity: Indian
Hindus and Korean Protestants™ by Pyong Gap Min (Queens)

. 3.18.05 - “An Evening of Tibet; En Route To Lhasa & A Villageon..... . ... ..|.

Qinghai - Tibet Plateau (Slides)” by Tom Tam & Cynthia Chang

e

For more information, to register for events, or to view past
presentations & awarded films, please visit our website @

WWwW.aaari.info

Tel: 212.869.0182 E-mail: info@aaari.info -
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“had been brought about by
a fraction of a_gram of a white solid, but that in no way
whatsoever* could: it be’ argued that' these memories had
been contained within the white solid ... understood that
our entire universe is contained in the mind and the spirit;
We may choose not to find access to it, we may even deny
its existence, but it is indeed there inside us, and there are
chemicals that ‘can catalyze its availability.” As Timothy
Leary would point out, “Your mind is God.”

And that’s something the anti-drug crusaders fail to rec-
ognize but Hunter S. Thompson did. Psychedelics are
keys. They open doors in thie mind that have been effec-
fively-shut-by-millions-af:yearssofsevelutionsaway o
the primordial séas. In our normal waking life we experi-
ence five senses, readily identified and handily segment-
ed. Trip on-L:SD, shrooms, mescaline or'the like dnd yot
will feel music, you will delve into YOur unconscious
Rwithout $125-an-hour therapist fees. Psychedelics break
down the barriers that have proven evolutionarily neces-
sary for us to survive on the savannahs, allowing us to
experience tastes, sights, thoughts, sounds and tactile sen-
sations in ways that are otherwise impossible.

Psychedelics may also reveal truths to the user. For
example, when I trip, I am always struck by the feeling of
“oceanic consciousness” that pervades existence. One

x

Ccon®).

und himself inundated:

. doimy best toanélf iz} thecrackéseparaiing the fwo:mats

the surface of which
> from pths, arc
towards the Wolidrots $ky- dnd diveback down to Tisap-
pear. We’re the individual fish, thrust into this world from
the yastness of Don-existence, ascending for a time,
ufiaware of the pool beneath us from whernce we all came,
peaking and then catapulting inexorably back into the
soothing depths. “Life is a waterfall,” as System of a
Down lead vocalist Serj Tankian sings. “We’re one with
the river and one again after the fall.” Along our trajecto-
ries we can communicate with others if we choose to do
s0, but within the pool it doesn’t appear possible.
Communication being so findamental to this life, to
existence and our democratic participation in it, we take it
as an intrinsic good. Then a guy_ like Hunter. Thompson..

iRty o il

comes’ around, tells us about his drig-ficled nights of
insane madness, of the fear and loathing, and many write

him off a5 a kook. Commenting on his father’s.suicide:by, -«

45-caliber, Juan Thompson told the Associated Press,
“One thing he said many times was that ‘I’'m a road man
for the lords of karma.’ It’s cryptic, but there’s an implica-
tion there that he may have decided that his work Wi
done and that he didn’t want to overstay his welcome; it
was time to go.” Thompson requested that his ashes be
fired out of a cannon.

Above the Singel Canal in Amsterdam, right where the
flower market begins off the Vijzelgracht Straat, looms

ing sprée and made our way to our roomt ‘where T would

S - - -

‘tresses of pur king-sized bed, the.Mi Tower- grestet iy
¢ white elouds, Trippers
s—places, spots, monu-
ments—that stand out when one trips, and these.things
don’tleave, There is.a Bond between the tripper-and the,
object. Once I viewed a sunset on the beach on acid, and
it was the most beautiful/terrible thing I have ever seen. It
was the genesis and destruction of humankind €ncorn-
passed in.one red orb slipping undef the horizon, ‘When
you trip, you can go from tears to laughter within the same
breath,

Million Dollar Baby, cleaned up at the Oscars but drew
flack for supposedly supporting euthanasia. One thing
those who attempt to impose their morality on others fail
torecognize is: this isit. Here-orr Farth completali at ran-
dom or by divine ordination (depending on one’s religious
views or lack thereof), here we are *for the time being.
Instead-of makingexistence Hisrder” fdt* ok another, we
should be focused on making life betfer and more fulfitl-
ing, on exploring our place and limited time in this vast
universe. None of us ask to be born, but, thrust into exis-.
tence, we attempt’to make the best of it. Hunter S,
Thompson understood these simple truths. Further, hé
grasped Morrison’s reminder that “no one here gets out
alive.” Thompson lived his life his way, and there is much
exemplary in that life.

; ‘ e oy the Mint Tower. As my wife and ] emerged fromopgshopas . .. - e
realizes what one’s-motivations are. Inseéurity aiid fear

The author is a doctoral student.at the GC.

A Day in the

older than me.

L'rush to the classroom to teach, which 1 enjoy. My aca-
demic discipline allows me to connect what is going on in
Jour lives with what is going on in the world. I like when

ting into.dt.Lam. gratefuldor-beingraltowet s utimpies
into therr lives; ard for them letting me know what they
think and feel. We talk about so many difficult things, but
T often find myself disappointed that I cannot seem to con-
vince them to see things from my perspective. It is hard to
be balanced if you come from a progressive background,
are an activist, and see your’students struggle so much. I
hear their stories and see them getting kicked by life. Yet,
when they talk about their dream of a better life-—they
talk about how fo stop paying taxes so they can have
money to pay rent, about owning a gun so they can pro-
tect themselves, or about getting a better job at some bank.
Some are sympathetic and interested when I talk about
fighting tuition hikes, getting involved in local politics, or
joining unions to improve the education system of which
they themselves are victims. But mostly they just want to
be left alone, graduate, and make some money.

I feel angry and bitter when I realize how many of my
colleagues, and many older, tenured professors think that
they are helping my students by letting them slide by.
They give them As and Bs “for encouragement,” praise
them for submitting 4 paper on time, and do not assign
professional academic papers because they are “too diffi-
cult.” My students are shocked when I have to give Ds to
half of the class, and-don’t understand why they cannot
use 3 Daily News article for class analysis, like they do in
othe

under and respect that they have taken it tipon themselves

to.try.to.counteract-the-effeets of the many years-of fufted -

public school education. But for every professor who
givesaa:dammtherodgsamothef*who'ds too-tired i are,
who genuinely ‘bélieves that. sfudents cannot do better. 1

daily. They are allowed to act and write like adolescents,
and told that their marginally acceptable product is “good
enough.” I think we are cheating them out of their educa-
tien==.and:~not:»-ﬂ-givingvﬂ-themvftheir‘-*morney’s*’wort'h’: Andier T
am a hypocrite myself. As much as I do care now, 1 also
know that the moment T am offered a better paying job
with health benefits, | will kiss CUNY goodbye and not
think twice about it,

I genuinely value CUNY’s mussion and believe in pub-
hic education. T would love to stay here, but that would be
self~destructive. I refuse to be treated the way CUNY
treats its adjuncts, if 1 can help it. T am underpaid, under-

the stidents ask questions, or when they start really get-

LCl%..&.Qﬁe:,.l..sympathize_mwithvﬂleapressures;«tha'euthey-*ar@-'--'fﬂ

. forher Book and h
in a few weeks when

Life of a GC Adjunct (con’t from

appreciated, overworked and cannot treat seriously any
employer who does not offer health benefits for this diffi-
cult work. I think that the PSC and the Adjunct Project are
wonderful, but I don’t want to wait another two years to
buy another pair of shoes,, : s

5)

the undergraduate colleges. I was going to get myself a
high-speed connection at home, but then suddenly my
department decreased my funding. They need to lure
incoming freshmen with more attractive financial _aid,
packatess e ’“s‘jﬁs?‘me“ansﬁwwzﬁzﬁend more time

: il Sl
Tut 10 my other job. This one is illegal, so T cannot
really talk to many people about it. As an international
student, 1 am supposed to pay the out-of-state $3,500
tuition per semester and make do with 20 hours of work.
1t is ridiculous, and I know we all cheat to survive.

Then I am off to teach yet another class at a different
CWIT school. 1 eat something unhealthy, with a lot of
sugar, as | commute. No wonder my ass gets bigger by the
hour. ] have to watch out because 1 don’t have health
insurance, so I have to learn to take care of myself better.
Soon GC will eliminate the Wellness Center and I will
loose any contact with the medical profession for the next
few years. After my class, I attend a committee meeting,
and later I help a fellow student prepare for an exam. I go
the ATM and find out that I have three dollars left in my
account. It’s a good thing today is a payday at the
Graduate Center. 1 can probably survive the few days it
will take for my paycheck to clear. Unfortunately, the
Bursar says that the school took my tuition out of my pay-
check and I still owe them money. My heart almost stops,
as T quickly do the math in my head. Well, the school
made a mistake; they were supposed to give me a check

- for a few hundred bucks. They apologize-ahd tell & 15~

wait: “its in the mail.” T wonder how long I can live on
rice and beans again and decide to find another babysit-
ting or waitressing gig to tide me over.

- anm heading ‘to' meet"a professor t6"talk 3boit my dis- ~

sertation proposal. Her office is locked even though T have
an'appointment. Half an hour later, T call her at home. She
apologizes: she forgot because she is finishing a chapter-

she gets back from a conference.in

>publisheris-omrhetback; we will talk™

and money to apply for all those grants I won’t get. 1

wrote eight grant proposals this semester alone. [ am

lucky I found so many, because there are few opportuni-

ties for non-green-card holders. T was close to getting one

of them but it went to another student. He is not embar-

rassed, to admit that he does not really intend to ‘write
about what he said he wduld (and what the grant
required), and jokes that he is Yucky the grant administra-
tors don’t know about his wife s investments, or else he
would not meet the financial aid requirements. Ironically,.
I receive an email from my mom, asking me again when
will 1 get married and have babies, like a normal girl
should.

On my subway ride home I manage to read a few pages’
of a novel by my favorite Japanese author. This is'the only
time I allow myself to read non-fiction. It is such a luxu-
ry and a nice departure from the dry, convoluted language
of the writers in my discipline. As [ narrowly escape the
spit of a.coughing elderly businessman seated across the
isle from mie, I decide that 1 am finally going to leave New
York, drop out of the program and geta job. I've already
promised myself that a couple of times before. I wonder if
Dwill finally do if this time.

The author is a doctoral student at the GC. . ..

o

know-that-they~carr-do-better; bit ey a6 Ttantilized “Hawai, 1 foel stuck with this whole.dissertation business

and desperately need advice. Otherwise I will become one
of those eternal ABDs. So I email another professor to

whom I sent my work a month earlier. He responds thathe ... |.
“is’sorry but he was too busy traveling to look at it yet, and

suggests that 1 go see Professor Stinky Breath, who really
knows much more about my topic and my area. But
Professor Stinky Breath has a tendency to look at my
chest way too often and makes awkward jokes. It is not
threatening in any way, just pathetic. T would rather dig
myself out than go see him.

[ still have time to check my email quickly before the
GC closes. Yes, they close the library here earlier than at

20 - 39 years old,
Flexible appolntments with
atleast a 1 year commiiment,
Spplieants-sereenod and tasted

Earn up to $425 por month!
Call betersen 10 AW and § Py,
Man  Fer for ifonmating

Park Avenue Fertility
(212} 779-1608
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Tony MONCHINSKI

Her name is Peru and she ¢omes into my
life unexpectedly but that’s more often
than not the way the best things in your life
happen. She is beautiful, intelligent and
gexy, and I don’t understand why someone
hadn’t snatched her up a long time ago.

But I am not going to complain. T am just

going to get to know her better.

Qur first date we go to a coffee shop and
talk for three hours. I have a regular
Guatemala, black, which 1 let cool for
most of the evening. She dunks her biscot-
ti ifi"a double latte decaf skim with Irish
Cream. We laugh and talk and outsidé the
spring is coming.

She says she believes in reincarnation
and feels she has been here before. She
asks me if I believe in reincarnation. I have
to think about that one for awhile.

Then 1 tell her about Plato’s insights,
Marx’s totality, how we’re all capable of
knowing the same things. And now they’re
doing all this DNA research. Maybe
ly, I suggest

If you can come back, she wants to
know, what would it be as? That’s another
one I have to think about.

I wake up at her place and- don’t want
to leave.

At work I can’t wait to see her and touch
her and talk to her and say mindless, use-
Tess things like how was your day? And the
thing is 1 really do care how it was and
what ‘went on in her life. We can sit look-
ing at a wall and say nothing forever and

I'd be happy.

We go through all the options$ in the
“Complete Manual of Sexual Positions.”
Oue of my favorites is number sixty-three,
she on her side on a wingback chair with
me from behind. We both agree that a
wingback chair is a welcome addition” to
any home.

On campus we walk around watching
the leaves change color. I try to take her
book bag but she’s into that liberated
woman thing and doesn’t let me.

Everything is going from green to
brown to red to orange. Then it turns black
and falis to the ground. We try not to step
on the cracks in the pavement.

I like to wake up with Peru. I can wrap
my leg and arm around her and we nestle
like two spoons. Fall asleep that way
sometimes. Wake up next to her with bad
breath and keep my mouth shut sg she
won’t notice-until I brush my teeth. There
are some things I wouldn’t wish on others.

Get back in bed again after I run to the
bathroom to pee and hunker down in the
warm spot. Wake up extra early and lie
there beside my Peru, watchmg her sleep
and when she wakes greeting her.

Her chest goes up and down and she has
the most exquisite breastbone T have ever
seen. Sometimes she catches me admiring
her and she asks what I am doing. And
sometimes 1 tell her and other times 1 Just

~ kiss her.

“Do you trust my judgment?” | ask her

She asks me why.

I tell her not to say, anything, to just
listen to me.

I tell her I am in love with her, that 1
love her. T tell her I know she is capable 6f
taking care of herself, but that 1 want to
take care of her as much 4s I can. That I
know she can watch out for her own per-
son, but that if-she lets me I will watch out
for her, 1 tell her I know she’s into being
her own person but I want to carry her
book bag if she’ll let me.

“How do I know you’ll always love
me?” Peru asks.

We are lying in bed. Her head is on my
chest. I am invincible.

“You’ve just got to believe me,” I tell
ber,

She is quiet for a moment, then,

“I do.”

1 smile. “I know.”

And then one day she tells me she loves
me.

When she tells me about the leukemia
she is scared that I will want nothing to do
with her. Does she really think that I am
going to push her away?

1 pull her close, hold her tight, and try
not to cry. I try to be as strong as I"can.

1 go with her to the hospital for the treat-
ments. We sip bad coffee in the lounge and
make small talk with the geriatric candy
stripers.

Sometimes we go for little walks to the

maternity ward and look-in-otrthe ‘babies

in the glass. A lot of them cry and wriggle
around. 1 squeeze her shoulder and smell
her hair.

‘We laugh and kid a lot about silly things
and I attack her with two pinching fingers
I call teensey flies:

Mirthfully we agree that we’ll open a

‘combination coffee shop-slash-cigarstore-

sex club one day. After all, what’s better
than a good cup of coffee, some great sex
and a nice cigar? Neither of us smokes.

i

Pomip and circumstance night would see
all the patrons dressed in tuxedoes and
gowns. A mock wedding ceremony would
culminaté with our consummating the
union in front of everyone else. From there
the whole scene would degenerate into a
Dionysian-free-for-all. '

She laughs and says I am crazy.

1 take her to treatment and after awhile 1
sit.in her room and watch garish television
programs beside her bed. I hold her hand
and she asks me to read her poems.

I push her chair around in the children’s
ward. They talk to us and the ones who can:
play. They’re always glad to see people.

One thing [ like to do is press my nose
to her head and smell her hair. 1 breathe it
all-in and it is good. Sometimes when she
stays the night I spend the whole next day
finding little hairs strewh about. I play
with thern and run them across my face
and wish I had her here.

I went to visit Peru today, at the ceme-
tery. She beat the leukemia. But in the end
her body was so tired it couldn’t carry her
through. -

A bunch of geese go by overhead. They
make a lot of noise because they are late
flying south.

I squat there next to where' she is now,
and I run my hand over the stone. It’s been

~awhile and Idon’t cry-anymore-ike 1used

to, but that doesn’t mean I don’t miss her.

The geese have gone home.

The ground is pretty solid in the winter
50 I have to leave the flowers lying there. I
can’t drive thein into the dirt.

1 love her you know.

Sl G R, -

Tony Monchinski is a PhD student in {fiemm—_
Political Science department.

Is Heaven a Used Bookstore?

SPENCER SUNSHINE

Like many graduate students, I spend a lot of time in used
bookstores. New bookstores hold little appeal, since you
can buy anything onlive. But I have a hard time walking
by 4 used one without going in, and an even harder time
walking out without buying something (which more often
than not sits untead on my sprawling bookshelf, unless I
skip my class reading for the week and delve into my new
purchase immediately). New York City may be poor in
good cafes where one can sit all day and read, but it is rich
in used bookstores. Here’s my quick & dirty tour of those
on my radar - not to be mistaken for an exhaustive guide!

Manhattan:

{, The Strand. The most famous used bookstore in New

York happens to also be
fmﬂ anyrhmg
while dodging the hordes. They do have good prices on
remaindered.reference books, and their fiction section is
doable, otherwise strictly for the unserious browser. (828

Broadway at 12th "St.} 212-473-1452)

2. Alabaster Booksitop: e miitror image of the Strand

z small, tidy, and on the other side of the block. A small

but well-chosen selection, moderate prices, (/22 4th Avé
between 12th and 13th; 212-982-3550)

3. East Village Books, They recently relocated down the
street from their old space. The new store is beautiful, but
the prices are the highest 1n the city; they regularly charge

75% of the new cover price, and often for damaged books.
But a good source for out-of-print Lefiist titles. For the
high-income bracket. (99 St Murks Place, between Ist and
Ave A; 212-477-8647)
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4, 12th Street Books. I only discovered this store this
year, but it immediately became my favorite.Huge collec-
tion of scholarly works, good selection in all areas, and
very cheap prices. Don’t know how they do it. And there’s
a cheap Mexican place across the street to grab a bite
while you petuse your new purchase. (/1 E 12th St. b/t
5th Ave and University; 212-645-4340)

5. Street Vendors Across from NYU’s Bobst Library.
In NYC you can sell books and periodicals on the side-
walk without a special vendors license, and quite a few
booksellers take advantage of this by setting up tables at
various places across the city. The best, however, is in
front of the NYU library, on the block southeast of
Washington Square Park. Good selection, decent prices
and haggling oportunities await you.

Brooklyn:

familiars — in this case, the store is named after the
owner’s (sadly, recently deceased) dog. Good selection
and high turnover, but also high prices. But they also carry
new books, small-press radical texts, magazines, and
tasteful trinkets such as fair-trade coffee. Much nicer since
they redesigned the interior of the store. (Williamsburg,
Brooklyn: 229 Bedford Ave.; 71 8-302-3751)

9. Spoonbill & Sugartown Booksellers. Across the
street from Clovis, S&S is much larger. Interesting
collection of pHilosophy texts, art and architecture books
and remainders. For some reason I have found a lot of
Situationist books in here. For hip architects and
designers. (Williamsburg, Brooklyn: 218 Bedford Ave;
718-387-7322)

6. Sevénth Avenue Books. Practically "across the street
from a Barne's & Noble, this bookstore has a decent selec-
tion and very cheap prices with high turnover. A good
ere’s avasty
bite sjtting around.elsewhere. for you. I. Abways, fin
thing=worthwhile shere: {(Park StopexBrookdy

Ave: Bt 7th and 8ik; 718-840-0188) *

7. Park Slope Books. A much more scholarly collection
than Seventh Avenue Books, but much higher prices. One
of the onty used bookstores I’ve been in that regularly gets
anarchust titles in, But high prices and low quality-controi:
the hinding of more than one book I've bought hete has
split. (Park Slope, Brooklyn: 200 7th Ave. b/t 2nd and 3rd;
718-499-3064)

8. Clovis Press Books. Bookstores often come with
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Linux for th e; GC

[During the recent email outages students attempted. to determine|
solutions for the problems facing informatron' technologies-at The

Graduate Center, CUNY. One partial solution is to switch the;
GC's overall operating system from Microsoft to Linux. While not
seen ds a paracea, Linux may offer a more stable technological
environment for the GC. The DSC adopted this resolution at its
recent plenary meeting of March 11, 2005:

RBe.it resolved by-the Doctoral-Students’ Council at-The.Graduate .
Center of the City University of New York;

Whereas Linux is a variant of the UNIX operating system, devel-
oped in 1969, in which email has been a standard application
since its inception;

Whereas Microsoft, as a monopoly, has become the prime target
of c¢rackers' viruses, worms, and Tro;ans, therefore The Graduate

For CUNY to Contact

State Legislators

| Open letter from Frances Degen Horowitz, GC President:

‘| The Assenibly and the Senate éénfe‘r‘gﬁce‘éoﬁiﬁﬁ'tfees are curr
discussion.of the State budget. Now is the time when it would be especially
helpful for you to be in contact with your elected representatives on behalf of

CUNY's budget needs. CUNY has made contacting your legislative represen-
tatives especially convenient by establishing a web site: http://www.support-

«cuny.org that enables you to locate with ease the e-mail address of your state

senator and assembly member, to review sample letters, and to send yoyr own'

message to your Iegislative ‘representatives

TAP financial aid program. Indeed, it would especially helpful if in any letter
you send by way of the web site you make special mention’ of CHI®

sispecifE

ic request for $5.4 million in state support for Doctoral Student Fellowships

while also emphasizing CUNY's operating budget.needs.

Logo Contest for DSC

‘The DSC needs an identifying logo! This year we printed business cards

sy for.our all representatives.to the DSC. Some eps Jiked the cards.so much

N

hereas many corporatlons and countries all over the world are
switching to Linux-based systems, among them Deutsche Bahn
(Germany), the Gendarmerie Nationale (France), the cities of
Munich, Germany. and. Bergen, Norway, the Ministry. of. Dafﬁnsm

in Singapore, and the national government of Brazil;

millions of dollars in developing and supporting end-user appli-
cations for Linux operating systems; '

Whereas the City University of New Yotk is chfénicall;y under-
funded and can ill afford to contmue 1ts assocxatmn with
Microseft,.a-monopoly.corporation,,

Whereas The Graduate Center of the City University of New
York, as a major research institution:

has need of reliable computation and telecommunication systems,
has departments full of people capable of coding and trou-
bleshooting in Linux (including but not limited to: Computer
Science, Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, and Biology), and
should emulate the service levels and practices commonly found
at other universities;

Therefore be it resolved, it is the sense of the Doctoral Students'
Council that The Graduate Center and indeed all of CUNY should
switch where at all possible to Linux and/or open source code-
based operating systems and applications.

thrat-they spentt cuucpartmentls-ammal-BS&aﬂoﬁnents-en-basmess-eards-
for all students in their program. Our cards need a logo,of.our.own and we-
& 486t 10 design one. We are accepting. electromc submissions-due

R B

by Apnl 15th. Théfe will be an award of $150 for the submission which is

selected by the steering committee. Please check the DSC website for
details.and submit your entry to spiderbot@gmail.com.
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‘National Public Radio’s Terry

On Interviewing Technique, Public

Radio, and Fox News

Masua RuMER

“Hello, T'm Terry Gross and this is Fresh
Air” is g line familiar to millions of
National Public Radio listeners. For over
20 years Terry Gross has been the host of
Fresh Air, an award-winning program pro-
duced by WHY'Y and featuring interviews
with the leading artistic, cultural, and
political. figures of the day. 'What makes
Fresh Air unique is the array of interesting

person. So what I try to do in interviews is
to discover what shaped that sensibility
that we love. If you’re an artist, you're
born with a gift. But that gift is shaped by
what happens to you, it’s shaped by how
your parents treated you, the neighborhood
you grew up in, what your school years
were like, all that kind of stuff. So I want
to ask about that kind of stuff. And that
requires asking some personal questions,
not intimate questions. Not questions

guésts, ME GIosEs eLparsive-kiiowledpe” ~about Whoyot re Eleeping With ot a§ectet

of the topics, and her uncanny ability to
listen and ask questions that reveal,
explain, and inspire. Her book, “All I Did
Was Ask,” was published in 2004 by
Hyperion, and brings together a collection
of some of her most memorable interviews
with the likes of Johnny Cash, John
Updike, Sonny Rollins, Chris Rock, Uta
Hagen, and even Kiss frontman Gene
Simmons.

On February 25, I spoke with Ms. Gross
from the studios of WHYY in

Phlladelphla .

MR: In your book, "All T Did Was Ask."
you.mention that the mediais.often preae-

Fresh Azr and what do you focus on‘7 »

What’s important to you in an interview?

X T fgprethereasonwhywa're. mfewst
ed: ipansactonOr writensotaemusicians:
the ﬁrst place is thelr work We hke thenr

of this

w2l t@g }gra g a;i;ﬁi§ t'Mfifi it afry

alcohol habit, or anything like that, but just

. biographical questions. And, unfortunate-

ly, people take these questions the wrong
way, because they're so used to questions
that are just leading to who they’re having
an affair with or if they have a secret drug
problem. I’m not heading there, but they
don’t necessarily know that.

MR: What role does Fresh Air play in
American culture?

TG: What we see as our mission in arts
and entertainment is to call people’s atten-
tiort to somre of {he most interesting ‘per”
formers, artists, and writers, some of the
most intergsting books,.movies and music.
and world of.issues. Part of onir mission is

MR: Does Fresh A1r have a target audx—
ence?

-

gomg on, o get some of the smarteé'if'and“*and ~confessmg4hat hc was an, a]cohohc
some of the most informed people in the
country explain some of the more compli-
catedzissues:ntheinew

“Timés

TG: I don’t think of it that
way, We tend to not think
demographically. Age-wise,
our staff is really diverse— |-
twenties through fifties. So
we have different generations
represented within the staff,

and we generally try to go I

with what would we believe
is interesting and important,
without thinking about the
tafget atdience. “Though we |~
do assume that most of the
people who listen to public
radio have a fairly high level
of curiosity about the world
around them and about the
arts and entertainment. And
they want to hear things with
more depth. If you didn’t
assume that, you’d be really
wasting your time.

MR: Back in January you
came to the CUNY Graduate
Center to speak at_the NY
“Arts: & - "LeiSure

il
!'/‘ ¥ 8
g e v gt

Weekend, along with James

Lgp_guﬁ_kl.@u__@_&wﬁ_kadio_hostand now,_authot. Te::w. Gross.

Studio. Mr. L1pton told a story

Everybody was shocked and there was a
long pause in the studio, then Mr. Lipton

changed the Subject, Yon asked Tipton at .

thisspgint:2But why didn't you.ask about
his alcoholism?" How does this incident
capture your approach to intervieWing?.

Wil Ryan. ‘

reporters: get 2
they’re not crammed into 30 seconas oF60-
seconds. -So you get-a fuller ~and-mcxrc

- eomplex-pictureTofian issue- by:

Recruitment at CUNY
Incite Police Crackdown

T

Members of the “coun er—recrultment

brutahty ”

followed:by. the arrest of Carol Lang, the{.

come, under mcreasing

admlmsfratwe Zasgistant the ™ C

A case in point is the arrest of three
City. College of New York students .on
March 9. The students, Hadas Their, Nick
Bergreen, and Justino Rodriguez, were
among a group of other students who
attended a job fair organized by CCNY.
They then took a place in fromt of
National Guard recruitment table and
began to chant anti-war slogans. The
response from campus security officers
was immediate. According to a press

security officers immediately surroundéd
| the protesters, pushed them into an empty
hallway outside the job fair, closed the
hall deor and assaulted two protesters,
also arresting a third who was taking pic-
tures.” Bergreen and Rodriguez are now
being charged with felony assault, while
Their—who was taking pictures—with
obstruction of a government administra-
tor. Rodriguez claims that the officers
slammed his head repeatedly against a
wall, an action he considers “unnecessary

general.and.at, CUNYmparﬁculaL T _,__Theater program, CUNY P

release by the students’ lawyers, “private--.

- i ww

reportedly entered her office, arrested her,

and arranged to have her sent to, Central,
Booking. She too will now be charged
with assaulting a peace officer at the same
protest where the CCNY three were orig-
inally arrested. Such arrests of sfaff mem-
bers for political activity are unusual if
not unprecedented.

These incidents are not unique to
CUNY. For instance, an activist was
arrested at William Patterson University
in. New Jersey. .simply for .handing out
counter-reéruitinent pamphlets. But the
spate of counter-recruitment arrests pomts
to what seems to B& iis adminis”
tration decision to stifle dissent on the
campuses and provide recruitment offi-
cials with a protest-free zone. The stu-
dents in question claim that their action
was completely peaceful, and that officers
responded with violence. Please keep an
eye on coming issues of The Advocate for
more in-depth reporting. oti.these impor-,
tant issues.

e officers]

-

movement, i which, axms.,tcz.blmk mﬂLtaw,ﬂ emdlist 2, few days Jater, this action was) [=-wantod to know why he declded not to.

St R

eeAjmm1ght trave donie the same -

say about it, and that it was time to move
on. And 1 had something similar happen to
me, where something surprises you, but
you get the feeling that this wouldn’t be
the tight moment to go further. So I wasn’t

harder or should have asked more. T just

P

AT AR e G tme

_he.did. What_he.meant_was_he. .
- thought Tmemmon said all-that-he eared-te--

‘MR:. Are. there. other, reasons,..aside_from. .
time Hmitations?

TG: Fox News is really largely interview
programs. It’s not really a news network
per se. It’s mostly talk shows about the

suggesting~that“he~should~have “pushed~-HEWS;§0-i's-3- little.difficult.to.compare.
What Fox is doing isn’t in"any way like All

Thmgs Conudexed or Mu% fzdmon
I .

AR:"How do” you *kf:ep your bl
mtertermg durmg your interviews?

FG: The show isn’t-about-my views-and
what I think, 1t’s about getting people to
express what they think.

MR: You speak with a varicty of interest-
ing people: musictans, writers, actors,
about their craft. Do you ever find yourself
fantasizing, what it would be like to have
their job, to work in their field?

“*TG: Onlyin the-sense thatl-try-to *nnagme*
myself in their shoes as an exercise to pre-

. pare for the interview, to get a feeling what

o "'mccm thaYin 4 disparaging Wi

~commentary, pundits, interview;

: ’y.'l“fnean'rt g
not a series of reports. 1t’s mostly analysis,

MR: During your famous interview with
Bill O’Reilly, you were discussing objec-
tivity in certain news and talk show pro-
grams, whether they seek to divide the
population or to find answers. What is
your opinion?

TG: In general, I think that talk shows

have.become.more partisan.than.ever. The,

host tends to have the point'of view as well
as the guest. Sometimes that sheds light on

it’s like to do their work to know what to
ask them, But 1 don’t fool myself into
thinking that talking to actors, writers, and
musicians makes me an actor, writer, or a
musician. So it’s not like I'm there think-
ing or wishing I was in their shoes or doing
their work,

MR: s there a difference in the way-NPR
brings the news as opposed to, say, CNN

"the mformation, and Sotdetiinedt Just ddds
to the confusion. I think that a lot of shows
are about generating controversy, as
opposed to truly trying to present the most
fair and accurate information.

Masha Rumer is a student in the PhD
program. in Comparative Literature and.a,
freelance jovrnalist.
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