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Brother Comes fo fhe
Graduate Center

Come June there will be a subtle change in the Grad Center decor. You
may not nofice it at first as you pass through the glass doors to the eleva-
tors, and you may not notice the quiet alteration in the social climate this
change will effect. It won't make much of a noise when it happens, and it
will quietly be taken for granted soon enough. And then it will be too late
to make noise. Because with the new guard's pretty uniforms will come the

not so pretty new guards.

They will be trained in crowd control, these “peace
officers”, and corry pepper gas, a macedlike spray
made from Cayenne peppers — all natural ingredients
— that can cause severe asthmatic paroxysms as well
as sting the eye {a mouthful is not bad if like really
spicy food). They also have the power of arrest and
license fo carry firearms,

Editorial

According to President Horowitz they are being brought here to protect
us. She must know something we don’t. We haven't heard any students
clamoring for added security. We don't know of any faculty who have
complained that the current security team doesn’t offer them the safety
assuance they need to cross the Mall. We don’t know of any complaints
about our current security guards.

The President seems fo have forgotten the history of this security initio-
tive. The Chancellor suggested introducing special oncampus security
teams following the student take-overs in 1991. Later on, the trampling
death of a CCNY student provided a convenient cover excuse for what
originated as an attlempt to quell dissent. Recent events have provided
proof in case you had any doubts about what they are here to do.

Or maybe President Horowitz hasn't been keeping up with current
events. Forty-three students held a hunger strike in a twenty-four hour
access building at City College on April 11 to draw attention fo the bud-
get cuts. For this peaceful and imaginative attempt to serve the CUNY
cause they were arrested by the special security force. After being held at
the police precinct all night they went back up to CCNY not to take over ,
buildings or throw rocks in windows — they went back up and continved

their peaceful hunger sirike where it had been interrupted. /

~President Horowitz may ‘pretend not to know the purpose of these R
guards, butwe do, They are there not to profect us but to profect the,
administratien, po‘H‘dJl_ry'_tﬁTﬁcrfcﬂlbr “From the voice of free fotesf
-Apd a wise-move-its, frem her-pers jctwerAp'pomtedA)y-Alba o-over-
see the dqwnslzmg of the University, the Chancellor has gopdjegs_on o
fear-the voices of the students she’s cheating out of an educof‘ ion and ‘an

opportunity for the future.

Hunter College student being arrested at campus protest.
For whose benefit? Photo: Ersillia Ferron

We also know this: The presence of these deputy cops will have a chill
ing effect on free speech and freedom of assembly at the university. They
are not likely to be tolerant or flexible in the execution of their orders. Like
the police they are trained by, they will use force as the easiest means of
control. They will not be friendly members of the Graduate Center commu-
nity on a par with the rest of us. The rest of us don't carry guns to
enhance the persuasiveness of our discourse.

The university is one of the few hold-outs of open debate in our society.
People outside the university are often isolated in their jobs and in their
domestic lives. The university as an inteflectual gathering place has tradi-

tionally been the hotbed not only of alternative ideas, but of organized - - -
dissent, The Chancellor’s initiative militates against otfe of the cruclul politi= -~
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cal functions of the university by which if serves social wellbeing: =~ * 7 7 T rmm—

Albany’s plans to dismantle the University naturally provoke protest
from the students and faculty. 80th"Street's response to our protest is force
— guns and ‘cuffs. The irony is that beefing up security is an ineffectual
and disingenuous response to the policy of austerity.
Here the doctor is treating the symptom of a problem
she has herself created. The tactic is an old one of

officers”) with power of arrest and license to carry firearms?

Arrest power and license to

Manhattan colleges
carry firearms

City University YES

Cooper Union
Columbia INC)J
Fordham YES ,
FIT
Marymount
New School
NYU
Pace
School of Visual Arts
Total 2 YES 8INOj

How many college/universities in Manhatian have security guards(“peace

the repressive state: to cure the screaming of the vic-
tim, you cut out her tongue. Then you can watch the
death-throes undisturbed. Here the victim is CUNY.,

So the President says they are coming to protect
us. Given the thinly disguised threat of the SAFE
(Special Assistance for Events) team; it does seem ‘as
if we are endangered — by these armed “peace offi-
cers.” Instead of hiring a SAFE team for.our protec-
tion, why nof just distribute guns and mace to the fac-
ulty and students? Let us protect ourselves. What
would the President say if we came to school armed
with mace and guns for our own profection?
“Revolution! Sedition!” Well, the institutionalization of
force on the campus does make you angry enough
to want to arm yourself against an administration that
already at CCNY has shown clearly that it will take
up arms against students for the protection of a cen-
tral administration that is at enmity with the university
itself.
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Letters -

No Exit: A Play in
the Park

Dear Editor:

| would like to supplement your reportage of the
CUNYawide rally at the park in front of City Hall on
the dfiernoon of May 23. Based on my observations,
I can only conclude that the police assigned to the
area had an agenda fo incite the crowd to riot.

12:00-1:00 A crowd gathered in the park, mostly
students and faculty of various CUNY colleges com-
ing together fo exercise their constitutional right fo
peaceful assembly.

1:45 p.m. The speakers had given their various
spiels and the rally was officially over.

2:00 p.m. The police announcing “singleperson
exit’ by bullhorn near where | wos (somewhat fo the
left of the stage) began sending people away. The
exit was suddenly no longer an exit. There were peo-
ple who needed to leave for class or work. (Contrary
to Gidliani’s information, many of us held our classes
on the day of the event, myself included). People
were mildly frusirated, wandering around:the park to
seck another exit.

2:15 A parade of about 25 mounted police circled
the park in a rather military formation.

2:20 We fried to exit fron several places, all of
which were closed and guarded by at least 20-30
policemen. All of the policemen were wearing riot
helmets and holding their billy clubs in theit hands,
not wearing them on their person, before anything
occurred. S TP+ )

~

2:30 | polieely @ @i e
the northeast side of the park where my friend and |
could exit. He accused me of Irying to provoke him
and then directed me toward Chambers Street, where
| could see that people trying to exit were being
turned away. We walked away slowly, realizing that

-

anything we said would be misconsttued. -

2:35 We fried to exit on the west side of the park,
but police were dlready beating groups of-people
who were frying o exit en masse. There was a cer-
tain degree of panic as people redlized there was
owhere fo exit. Clusters of people clashed with the
riot police.

2.35-55 Groups of people frying to exit clashed with
police, who were using clubs and mace against
them. Panicking clusters of people would breck info a
run when this happened, rushing toward another part
of the park only to redlize there was no exit.

3:30 We found some other people we knew. With
the wouldbe exits dosed off, those of us from the
Graduate Center worried how we would get to work,
to the classes we teach and aftend. We observed
police violence, found out that people had been
maced, and saw and heard the horses used to fright
en the protesters—ond those now just frying fo exit.

The scene was absolutely military, and designed to
confuse, disperse, and ferrify. | wonder if we are not
ruled by an administrafion with no concem for the
laws which exist on the books of the State of New
York. | am very concerned about the handling of this
demonsiration, which seems paradigmatic of a cer
ain present climate of disregard for peaceful assem-
bly, the needs of the people, the future of education,
and of the law.

Elizabeth Pallito, Comp. Lit.
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Opinion Forum:

Replies to Steve O’brien

Domestic Partnership: What's
Redlly at Issue

Dear Editor and Fellow Students:

| would like to respond, albeit indirectly, to
Mr. O'Brien's letter from the Advocate’s last
issue, which raised a few eyebrows {and pulse
rates) to say the very least. inifially | was struck
by the fact that Mr. O'Brien’s argument is so
heavily weighted with appeals to authority. |, for
one, would not presume fo take on Plato and the
Catholic Church in the space of a lefter to the
editor.-Neither will | address the idea of a 'nat
ural law’ , which, | think, is so widely misunder-
stood (often for biologism) that the concept does
not provide a good foundation for discussion.
Nevertheless, in the interests of respecting opin-
ions and addressing the issue, there is one
thread common to Mr. O’Brien’s sources which
may generate helpful dialogue on a very practi-
cal basis, that is , the notion of a “common
good.”

We all know that social attitudes have
changed much over the past.couple o-clacads
and the growing ncceptanoé of dmﬁesﬁ:’.p@ﬂ
nership reflects this fact. Buf | think there is G fiba
line — always hard fo draw — between “social
acceptance” and “social privilege” as there is

between the “common good” and the “pergonal
'3 . . . a
E e )

3 e i aall i il
personally. But if the first two are guaranteed by
the constitution, the third, unfortunately, cannot.
“You can’t please all of the people all of the
time” applies-here. What is “justice” or “fair-
ness” anyway? Every decision has its considera-
tions and <_:c_>n'rexts;~c1nd if we_don't have some
idea of “promoting the general welfafe,” our
society would disintegrate and splinter into a
socighDarwinian or Marxist nightmare of com-
peting “seltinterests” — dnd i certainly hope
(and believe) that there is more to living together
than a power struggle for survival. With concern
for our common humanity, governing bodies
have a responsibility to provide for the under-

privileged.

| have always assumed that insurance policies
for married couples reflect other kinds of modest
economic privileges granted to those who take
on the dreaded task of changing diapers. In
some way, bureaucracies acknowledge that mar-
ried couples are performing a beneficial service
to the state not only by giving us more huggable
human persons, of future Lincolns, Einsteins, and
Martin Luther King Jrs., but by contributing to the
future tax base. And if a married couple does
not have children, one could at least account for
a percentage who are trying to save money
before doing so {or who are recovering from for-
mer ‘nuclear’ disasters). The responsibility of pro-
tecting this wulnerable class of cifizens is prima-
ry, but equally important is the nvestment in our
society’s future. For these reasons | have always
seen such perks as supporting families rather
than policies aimed against other couples or
social groupings.

Now it seems to me if others
were to argue that they too
deserved the same privileges but
without the same function or goal,

= (Confinved on
page 15

AK

couples. The children, by the way, for better or

quuralized Sex

To the editor:

In reply to Steve O'Brien’s letter fo the editor
(March Advocate):

[ take Steve to be arguing from three premises
to a conclusion: 1)ihe state is responsible for the
wellbeing of society, 2)the family is the founda-
tion of social wellbeing, 3)domestic partners do
not qualify as “families,” A)therefore the siate
s:ould intervene fo discourage domestic partner-
ships.

As stated, the conclusion cannot follow from
those premises. Steve provides no argument fo
the effect that domestic partnerships are detrimen-
tal to the family nor demonstration {or an added
premise) that families cannot co-exist with domes-
fic partnerships. Neither their dlleged sinfulness,
nor their violation of ‘natural moral law’ suffices
o establish that such partnerships are a positive
and destructive evil for society. That they are not
crucial to the promotion of social ltbsing doss -

‘Smmt* ST, 18 e
queer relationships’ example of sinfulness jeopar-
dizes the family because it encourages sinfulness
within the family. | doubt that there is any evi-

worse, have not turned out to be queer. On the
contrary, the example of systematic repression
and doctrinaire judgementalism in Steve's attitude
towards queer partnerships would be af least as
likely to harm the family and its. members.

Tolerance and open-minded acceptance of dif -
ference are healthy for families. Difference is the
wle among family members, not the exception.
After all, we don't get to chbose-our=parents of
our children or our siblings. Why force physically
related but otherwise random house mates to be
what we want them to be rather than what they
are? Parenting ought to be viewed as a responsi-
bility towards recognition of difference, not the
presumptuous enforcement of one rule, as it any
one of us could know what is best for us all.
Adopting narrow rules is just an easy evasion of
the difficult burden of parental responsibility.

It may be that Steve feels he knows what is
best for us all because he has scriptural authority.
But the evidence of that authority comes solely
from that scripture itself. That the bible says it's
written by god may be enough for Steve, but is
not enough for me. You wouldn't believe me
were | to say "Mickey Mouse created the uni-
verse,” if the sole grounds for the assertion were
that | claim to have been told this by Mouse him-
self. Would you? You'd be a fool to. Yet such is
faith. | grant anyone the right to whatever foolish-
ness seers comforting or helpful, | just don't
want another person’s nonsensical strictures to be
applied o me. Life is tough enough not to have
to deal with someone else’s institu-
fional neurosis.

Confinued on

| must quibble with the third
page 15

premise as well. 1t is hard to pro-
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PLACEMENT
OFFICE SLATED
FOR CLOSURE

WHO WILL HANDLE JOB APPLICATIONS?
by Joanna Sharf

The Graduate Center Placement Office, which handles all job
application dossiers for Ph.D. candidates and job-seeking alumni,
will be closed down as part of retrenchment plans, reliable sources
say.

Located on the 10th floor of the Graduate Center, the Placement
Office requires the full time work of three individuals, Director
Roberta Thornton, Associate Director Gertrude Schneider, and Judy
Koster who is the secretary. The office holds approximately 1,600
files for Graduate Center students and alumni, containing everything
necessary for academic job applications, including CVs and confi-
dential letters of recommendation. Acting as a clearinghouse for full
and part fime academic and non-academic employment, the office
processes hundreds of dossiers per month—in March of this year {a
“light” month), 250 dossiers were reviewed, copied and sent out on
behalf of job-seeking students to designated institutions. In
December, 1994, a month of much heavier activity, 689 dossiers
were processed. In addition, the office coordinates the receipt and
acknowledgment of letters of recommendation, and, among other
tasks, handles over 100 drop-in requests per month for placement
counseling.

Dr. Thornton has an Ed.D. from Columbia
University Teacher’s College and 25 years’ experi-
ence as a placement counselor at the Graduate
Center. Schneider has a Ph.D. in history from the
Graduate Center, is President of the Ph.D. Alumni
Association {an elected, unpaid position) and has
worked fulltime for the Placement Office for 15
years.

Vice President for Student Affairs Floyd
Moreland and a faculty member who is on the
Retrenchment Committee would not confirm or
deny the closure, saying that retrenchment deliber-
ations are confidential. The Retrenchment
Committee’s report on how proposed state and
city budget cuts will be allocated at the Graduate
Center will be made public by the middle of next

Moreland.

Sources state that both Thornton who is 74 and
Schneider whe is 66 have been strongly advised .
to take early retirement and both have completed
the necessary paper work. Moreland empha- -
sized that filing for early refirement is a voluntary
action. However, in a lefter to Vice President Moreland which was
copied to the Doctoral Students’ Council and made available fo the
Advocate by the DSC, Thornton states that she is “greatly distressed
to be forced into early retirement.” Her letter goes on fo say that
“no provisions have been made to serve students seeking parttime
work or alumni seeking full time positions” and “the question of what
to do with dossiers or placement files remains unresolved.” Judy
Koster's position will not be cut becauseshe has permanent civil ser-
vice status as a member of DC-37. It is not clear where she will be
placed or if she will still handle the placement files.

“Holy shit!” was Chris Hobson's response to news of the
Placement Office’s closure. Hobson, who graduated from the
English Department in February, says that sometimes his dossier
needed to be sent out with less than a day’s notice and the
Placement Office made that possible. Only by adding fo the
already bloated workload of two or three faculty members could
individual departments handle the job of the Placement Office.

Barbara Comins, a 1994 graduate who is now Assistant
Professor of English (a tenure track position).at LaGuardia
Community College is very concerned about the closing of the
Placement Office. She says that Dr. Thornton was “terrific in steering
candidates.” Thornton screened students’ files and indicated which

Advocate May 1995 Puge‘4

graduate of the Engi
gram...sent out 80 letters in
response fo job listings and
requested that 60 dossiers be

sent to universities, several in

foreign countries. She won-

letters of recommendation were most useful for particular job appli-
cations. Comins concurs that dossiers are sent out promptly. She
added that having a Placement Office reflects on the quality of the
Graduate Center. “It helps future students.” Having individual
departments handle-these tasks “wouldn’t work.”™ A separate secre-
tary would need to be hired, Comins said.

A tight job market

Twelve GSUC English students were interviewed, six of whom
were recently, or currently are, on the job market. Five of those said
they sent out between 25-35 job applications this year and last year,
and one sent out 80 applications. The result of their efforts was that
one of the students did not receive any interviews, another only
received one, two others obtained two interviews and the final two
students received three and four, respectively. Only three of these
students succeeded in obtaining fenure track jobs, roughly equivalent
to the MLA national statistics on job placement. The remaining three
had only their current CUNY adjunct positions for employment.

One of those positions was not renewed for the fall semester due to
the impending budget cuts. These and other students stated that
there were 300 - 400 applicants for a good
number of the positions advertised. One student
said that there were as many as 600 and 1,000
applicants for some of the positions.

Margaret Connor, a 1995

Drawing upon an MLAwnational survey of

it pro- ' Ph.D. placemeift, & MIA SumimdP Topses s = -

Newsletter reported that of 1,082 English PhD s
granted in 199192, less than half (45.4%)
obtained tenure-track appointments (this figure
includes 121 graduates whose employment sta-
tus is unknown). If one considers only the 961
English Ph.D.s whose employment status is
known, the placement percentage rate is slightly
higher (51.1%). Broadening the category of
academic placement to include all full time
teaching positions (one year, nonrenewable;

that.job? nontenure frack, renewable; as well as tenure-

track positions) raises the percentage rate for full

.

fime placement fo 7275% for known graduates
and 64.4% for all {(known and unknown employ-
ment status) graduates. 6.3% of the known

found work in other employment areas, and
14% were employed in other postsecondary
institutional positions such as parttime instruc-
tion, administration and postdoctoral fellowships.

In the same year, 41.6% of all Comparative Literature Ph.D.s,
37.5% of all Linguistics Ph.D.s and 45% of all foreign language
Ph.D.s obtained tenure track appointments.

Such general placement percentages are not yet available for
1993-1995. However, the MLA Summer 1995 Newsletter paints a
grim picture of the sharp decline in the number of academic posi-
tions advertised between 1988-89 and 1994-95. The Newsletter

reports that in 1988-89, the number of poditions posted in the MLA™™ ~

Job Information List peaked at 2,025 English and 1,824 foreign lan-
guage job listings. For the 1994-95 academic year, however, only
1,143 English and 1,174 foreign language positions were adver-
tised. While the 1994-95 English job listing tallies are 8% higher
than they were in 1993-94, they still “remain below the previous low
point {1982-83).” One must also take into account the fact that the
number of jobs advertised, which includes all types of positions

{fenure and nonenure track), does not necessarily correspond to the™ -

number of jobs that materialize into real positions the following fall.

Many institutions find that they have to rescind certain_posted posi- __.

tions because of budget cuts imposed in the spring semester of the
advertising year.

d ...graduates, were repotted,as ynemployed, 7.1% _
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According to the GSUC English Department’s Self Study Report,
completed in June 1994, 49 students received Ph.D.s between 1989
and 1993. Of those 49, 23 (or 46.9%) “now have tenure-track
jobs in postsecondary institutions.”  The Self Study Report indicates
that it takes GSUC English students an average of 7-8 years to com-
plete the program, which is equivalent to the average number of
years it takes Columbia’s English students to finish, according to Joy
Hayton, the program assistant for their English Department. Hayton
expects that rate to drop slightly, due to restructuring in the program
which began five years ago. Since 1990, half of all Columbia
English Ph.D. candidates are fully funded for six years, and the
remaining half are fully funded for five years. This includes a
$19,000 tuition waiver and a $10,600 stipend which involves a
teaching load for some of the years.

The GSUC English department graduates an average of 10-13
students per year, although this year, 29 students were granted
Ph.D.s, a figure which English Department Placement Officer Joan
Richardson says is due to the'department’s intensive efforts fo get stu-
dent s who have been in the program for years to finish. She does
not expect that graduation figure to be repeated in subsequent‘
years. The department enrolls approximately 35 new students each
year, according to Executive Officer Joseph
Wittreich. Total department enrollment in 1993
was 280.

Reacting to the national statistics on job
placement, Daniel Mozes, a GSUC English stu-
dent who plans fo finish his dissertation this fall
that something drastic must be done to deal wi
this crisis. He says that programs nationwide
can no longer morally justify the number of
Ph.D.s they graduate. They must reduce the
number of students they enroll. If the GSUC
English Department cut its entering class to 20,
then, accounting for the usual attrition, the num-
ber of graduates would be cut in half, corre-
sponding approximately to the number of GSUC
Ph.D.s placed in tenure track positions. But he
emphasized that he is not criticizing the enroll
ment policies of the GSUC English Department
in particular. The GSUC English Department act-
ing alone would not do the tiick. There “needs
to be national change.”

.
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Ay part of the GSUC English Depariment Self
Siudy project, a “Site Visitors’ Reportwospré= = ===
pared by two external observers. leo Damyosch of Harvard
University and Deirdre David of Temple University wrofe in their
report that, “There is apparently some feeling that the program
should become smaller, either because the job market is bad or
because admission standards might thereby rise, and also that it
should encourage more rapid completion of degrees. We believe
strongly that neither of these changes would be wise. So far as size
goes, a public university needs to serve a large and diverse clien-
tele, and in any case it is hard to predict which students will
excel....And so far as the time frame does, w& think that progress’
toward the dégfeé is more Tiiportant than length oftime before the
degree, which in any case compares favorably at present to national

norms.”

Executive Officer Joseph Wittreich and English Placement Officer
Joan Richardson concur that CUNY has an civic obligation to keep
its doors open to a.broader base-of students. Professot Robert
Harining, the Placement Officer for the Columbia Univ. English
Department, also feels that a “critical mass” of students is necessary
fo "keep the educational experience rich.” He states, in addition,
that a drop in program enrollment would “throw undergraduate edu-
cation into chaos.” Graduate students are the main teaching force
for teaching Freshman Composition at Columbia. There is an “ongo-

outrageous

Y4

The closing of the GSUC

Tara McGann, a student in
Comparative Literature, will be
“one more thing to get in the

way of our getting jobs. It's

ing debate” in his department about whether to decrease or keep
enrollment steady. Columbia English Department enrollment is the
same as that at the Graduate Center (30-35 new students per year).

Wittreich and Richardsén also say that the GSUC English
Department is already looking info ways of preparing students to
find work in other employment areas such as university administra-
tion and publishing. In addition, with regard to academic place-
ment, Wittreich emphasizes that the GSUC English Department has
strong qualities to its advantage over other schools, specifically its
interdisciplinary approach and its excellent faculty, which will help
its graduates get academic jobs. The GSUC English Department
ranked 24 out of the top 25 English Ph.D. programs nationwide,
according to U.S. News & World Report. Wittreich’s energetic
efforts as an executive officer have helped to place the department
among the nation’s best, and he plans to bring the department fo o
even higher national ranking in the next few years.

In response to the arguments which favor retaining current class
sizes, Daniel Mozes says a balance has to be struck. In spite of all
the efforts to give CUNY English Ph.D.s a greater edge on place-
ment, the reality is that students are currently spending 7-10 years of
their lives being trained for a profession for which
there is a strong likelihood that they may not get
a job. The only other way to effact positive
change in job prospects would be through union

activity. Mozes is currently working on a project
with the Doctoral Students’ Council to organize

R o
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degree fo affect te national emp oy-
ment statistics. Faculty are simply not “left wing”
enough, he said. He therefore calls for a national
organization to regulate the number of Ph.D.s

granted.

Faced with the almost insurmountable obstacles
of such a discouraging and ever-shrinking job
market, the closing of the GSUC Placement
Office, according to Tara McGann, a student in

Comparative Literature, will-be “one more thing to - 3
get in the way of our gefting jobs. It's outra- =
geous.” .
Margaret Connor, a 1995 graduate of the 'y
English program who will be teaching as ’Em ‘
Assisfant Professor at Fu Jen University in Taipei, i«:‘ﬁ‘i
o« see Joiwan his fall,_sent out 80.letters in response to CREE=
job listings and requested that 60 dossiers be sent to universities, T
several in foreign countries. She wonders, “Who can do that job? :
Who can take that overg” :
L4
Estelle Williams, a first year student in the English Department :
says it would be “entirely foolish” to close the Placement Office.
Having the Placement Office on site is “what attracted her” to the
Graduate Center. “Professors have so much to do already. What is
this? They think of [closing down the Placement Office] and then
hire-those super-duper security officers. It's a mystery what they are i.....
doing. We will lose students. _It doesn’t make sense.” "S“Ple'cddfed,
“Maybe | should become a Peace Officer.” T T T
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THIS CITY IS OURS

Diana Agosta

—The most violent element in society is ignorance — Emmd
Goldman

On April 25; CUNY students marched from John Jay College to City
Hall Park while 75 students were arrested for nonviolent civil disobe-
diance blocking the Brooklyn-Battery Tunnel. These actions were part
of a day of actions against the cuts. A broad range of organizations
endorsed but did not sponsor the actions; this allowed organizers
more flexibility and also recognized what has been learned from
years of work on identity politics. One transcendant organization can
not incorporate everyone's concerns and identity polifics; the
approach was rather unity through mutual planning and support.
People chose to work on different sites: Health and AIDS services
activists blocked the Queens midtown tunnel (75 arrests); activists for
jobs, housing and public assistance stopped traffic at the Brooklyn
Bridge (25 arrests); Asian, Puerto Rican, African American and other
activists against police brutality, many working together for the first
time, held up rush hour at the Manhattan Bridge (25 arrests); and
education activists, mostly CUNY students but also some high school
teachers, blocked the Brooklyn-Battery tunnel {43 arrests). 185 people
in all were arrested. Actions flyers stressed unity: “our polifical lead-
ers want us to turn on each other...we refuse to give divisiveness and
cruelty our blessing...THIS CITY IS OURS, and we do not want it left
in ruins. We want a city rebuilt.”

The reasons are clear: we cannot sit on our hands while.our
opportunities for education are cut out from under us. But what kinds
of actions are effective? What is the value of civil disobediance? Even
though the 1980s saw colorful art and actions of the Central
American solidarity movements, dedication and militance of the anti-
apartheid movement, peace camps and mass actions of the anti-nuke
movement, a whole new wave of creative, cleverly targeted media
events of ACT.UP, the 80s were considered a quiet time as far as
mass activism goes. For most students, especially undergraduates,
the current organizing is their first experience.

The following students are among the 185 peaple arrested . |
asked them, what happened? why did they get involved in this
action? what did they learn from it2 what do they think its impact
was? What is their analysis of this kind of action for future resistance?

Getting involved

Orlando Green, one of three students arrested at the action from
Baruch College, was brougt in to the civil disobediance planning by
a friend who knew that he felt frustrated by the impact of the letter
writing, lobbying and rallies he had worked on. Green went to
Albany twice to lobbying, first for TAP, and then for SEEK. The sec-
ond time the organizers put a cap on the number of students who
could participate - from the 8000 signed up to 3000 - and added
entertainment “to water down” the_jmpact, according to Green. |
Inside, students met with staff, rarely with legislators themselves. Th
April 4th rally, he felt was completely controlled by police; it was time
fo take protest fo another level.

o

utes [or seconds) of ﬂ)s,g.rougg,.g% g8
me

The action

The day of the 25th was like a Hitchcock scenario. They all
arrived separately at the park near the Brooklyn Battery dunnel.
Hanging out in the park, prefending to ignore each other, not know-
ing exactly what they would be doing or where, exchanging secret
messages by tying a shoe next to someone. Hollander, who had
never been arrested before, began the day d'little depressed, feeling
“liké a lamb led to slaughter.” “No one wants to be arrested, it's not
a pleasant experience and the anxiety is demoralizing,” he remem-

bered.

But before he knew it, they were in the entrance to the tunnel,
“velling, chanting, stopping traffic, facing off discontented com-
muters.” The first group out into the traffic had orange construction
vests and cones, but the entrance is around a corner where the traf-
fic was still going about 35 miles an hour. Lenz remembers seeing a
bus pull around seconds before the demonstrators and just praying
no one would get hit. The first group had a banner that said, “Stop
for Peaceful Protest.” Some cars attempted to drive around them; by
the time the whole group of 60 jumped over the wall into the traffic
and sat on the pavement, the traffic was halted. Profesters sat, held
signs, and chanted, “Education is a right”; “What do we want, edu-
cation, how are.we going to get it, nonviolence.” Some motorists
were upset, “Why are you doing this“to me2” Green heard; others
simply watched, getting out of their cars to see. One wanted a sign
as a souvenier, Hollander remembers. Everything was going as
expected, as planned; lawyers and photographers were on hand,
there was no fear, no apathy, people were feeling good.

The arrests

Even though a patrol car was driving through the tunnel within min-
ie idn’|

ce.. 8. Roles.audn I appear in
numbers or begin arrests for som to 40 minutes. Af some point
the cops ordered them o leave. Participonts had been told that pohice
would ask if they would walk or if they wanted to go limp (triggering
a charge of “resisting arrest”). Lenz remembers seeing the first per-
son, a student named Mike, suddenly grabbed and thrown into the
van. But by the time they got to her, in the 3rd row of protesters,
she was given the choice. Despite her small size, the cop who arrest-
ed her had trouble dragging her and jammed her shoulder when he
tried to put on her plastic handcuffs. Hollander described his ordeal:
“three guys push you face down, take both arms behind you... and

cart you into the air, it's easier and faster than dragging.”

4

One of the last to be dragged off, Green wasn't given the choice,
either. When his handcuffs were initially put on too tightly, he gained
the attention of the captain”by gelting a news camera to photograph
what was happening to his wrists and hands; soon looser cuffs

replaced the old ones. Also, Green doesn’t remember hearing any-
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one being read their rights. A similai handcuff incident occured

Sattara Lenz, an activist trom Brooklyn College, tramed ihe issue In
terms of time; “it's important to do things that will.make change for
the future,” she said, “like education. But we also need to make
change now... with this budget, people are not going to be allowed
fo go to school.” Direct actions like civil disobediance send the mes-
sage that “we're not going 1o take this anymore” but in an orge-
nized way.

Robert Hollander, a graduate student in the linguistics program,
one of the co-chairs of the DSC and active participant in the CUNY
Codliion against the cuts became involved in this action when a
friend invited him to a meefing. At the meeting, there was no-political
discussion, only a clearly thoughtout discussion of plans and what
could happen. “They were very well organized and very responsi-
ble,” Hollander noted, even to the point of asking if anyone had
medical problems and explaining how to carry their medicine
through the jail system. It was clear that some of the people involved
had lots of experience. Af the meeting, some people were willing to
volunteer to be arrested and others.were willing be part of the sup-
port teams; several other planning meetings followed. Green also
was impressed by the planning for April 25: the meetings stressed
discipline, that being non-violent is not only physical but also means
not being verbally abusive to anyone, as well as sticking together in
jail so that no one is singled out. .
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police were forced 1o replace the cuffs, Green said, though it teok 20
minutes. - -

Name, rank, serial number

As they had been warned, the police did try to get information
from them in the van on the way from the CD site to Central Booking.
In addition to the name, address, phone, birthdate, that their legal
support advised giving, police asked Lepz her “social status” - ie, if
she was married, where she went to school, where she worked,
where her family was from, “They ask you so many questions!” she
recounted, but she didn’t answer. Things got sticky for Hollander who
doesn’t have a-dirver’s license with proof of address and birthdate.
He told them his job was working for student government, which may,
account for his hour in “solitary” a bit later. Police tried a different
tactic with those in Green'’s van, all activists from the front of the CD.
They sympathized with the cost of education, saying they couldn't
afford it either then went on to tell the students that as people of
color they shouldn’t be protesting, since they have so many scholar-
ships available!
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A night in jail

The experience of the men in ‘jail was somewhat different the
women. Green was put in a large stuffy cell holding about 30 people
with no benches or bathroom, mixed with all the men arrested that
night. They were pulled from this pen for fingerprinting and searching.
The room itself was “like being stuck in a subway car, in a tunnel, in
the summer, a very crowded subway car, for 27 hours, with nothing to
do but reflect,” Green remembers. And talk. Green spent some time
talking with an 18 year old who been picked up in a drug sweep;
among other things, “Robert” said he admired what the students are
doing fo expand educational opportunity, “making sure that more youth
don't turn out like me,” he said. An older guy told Green that he was
pessimistic about the system, but “if we felt the way we did, then maybe
the future has a chance,” Green recounts.

Hollander was moved several times; first in a room with 12 other
people arrested for various things; then with other demonstrators, with-
out his cuffs, for 4-5 hours, then put by himself for 1-2 hours. At that
point, his spirits were raised when some of the women marched past,
chanting, asking him what was happening to him; later he was put back
in the cell with the other male protesters. He said he worried that the
experience was harder for some of the younger students; but the women
seemed to have great morale.

Lenz and the other women arrested were searched directly afterleav-
ing the van. The women's officer pinched and lifted their breasts and
“slid her hand so forcefully into my crotch | had to restrain myself from
kicking her; it was horrible,” Lenz remembers. Evidently Central Booking
doesn’t have facilities for women, so around 45 of them were stuffed
info a holding pen about the size of a medium sized living room, while
13 women activists were still waiting outside. Fingerprinting took until
about midnight; then they were moved by fours info small cells with “a
toilet hole, sink and metal bench.” It was “filthy” Lenz says, the toilet

of them were moved lo Central Booking;
am, when they also brought breakfast, purporte
jelly sandwich (but nothing fo drink).

dly a peanut butter and

At 9 am, the guards took them back to the holding pen where they
remained the rest of the day; this room has a concrete-block bench and
a front wall of tan-painted metal with a double-plated glass window in
front. lunch was prpmised at one pm, but nothing arrived; affer asking

: the-giard dulside e dgdr @ nomber oftimes; the womerkbanged on... - . ..

the doors. Another guard came in screaming that they were animals,
and that someone had gone out to get the food. Warm and sticky

20 of the women were moved info a van fo wherever arraignment was
to occur; while they waited in the hot crowded van for an hour and a
half, ane of the women fainted. “We were frying fo tell the police in the
234 onkbutithey ‘only fimed thexadig louder.™ At ofie po

*suggested, “if-she needs air, blowworthet. 2. 18,

intdhe-drivers' iz

“eafing . says Lenz; the woman-was, u 9cqgscj9us=<n=ound-«45- nﬁnytes.
Even the experience of being in jail was horrible in many ways for
Lenz, the support she felt among the women "was amazing. We helped
each other a lot...we went through so many different ways of trying to
deal with the situation we were in,... laughing and crying and holding
ecach other.l can’t imaginé going through this by myself.”

The hardest part, she reflects, is that “it's such a game, the police
know they have power over you. You're not a person in there, you're a

‘prisoner.” We're used to speaking up, but in there, you absolutely can't.
How can you get what you want [need] and still preserve your dignity?”
She added that she was conscious that her experience of the justice sys-

tem is in a way “ a privilege.” Hollander also was reluctant to take the

“moral high ground” about his experience; “the general restraint of law
enforcement in the U.S. compared to so many other countries, especially

for white people” made their experience perhaps more inconveniant
than dangerous. He'd do it again, but still believes mass.rallies are
more effective because they show”the tide of public opinion, that there
are many people upset who are willing fo voice their anger.” CD is a
"way of lefting the authorities know that they don’t have free reign”; it
also is a way of getting attention from the media,
that their side is organized, too; that they’re not alone in their anxiety

over the future.”

to “let the public know

Green thought this action “showed weakness [of the police]; the pub-
lic demonstrations had the attention of the police, but we surprised
them. Tactically it suggests new possibilities.” It supports other actions;
“at first they thought MLK was a crazy radical; when more militant
groups came out, they listened fo him more. You need a big stick so you
can speak softly.” Green is concerned about what will happen after the
end of the semester without campuses as organizing sites. Are students
ready to begin working in their communities, especially in churches
and other religious organizations which bring a moral perspective to
these issues?

After he finally was arraigned and released, about 27 hours after his
arrest, Green was moved fo see his mother, family friends, and mem-
bers of several organizations he is active in — Soul Survivors, Black
Panther Collective — waiting for him outside. They gave him the power
salute; “they were so welcoming.” His mother was even proud, “she
was involved in the 1960s, in the Phillapines, she's been in jail, but she
doesn’t want her son to go through it.”

All three, like most of those arrested were charged with disorderly
conduct, resisting arrest, and “disrupting the administrative process” a
new charge dug out of the legal mothballs for civil disobediance. Trial

dates are set for June 13.
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43 Hunger
Strikimg
Students
Arrested by
Campus
Security Force

RH on the scene

Tuesday, April 11, the City College securi-
ty “peace” officers arrested forty-three students
conducting a peaceful hunger strike fo protest
the Governor’s proposed budget cuts to the
CUNY system. The students held their hunger
strike in the open rotunda in the North
Academic Center (NAC), a
large building which is usu-
ally open to students round
the clock. Yolanda Moses,
President of City College,
entered the NAC at mid-
night fo announce that the
building was closed and to
order the arrest of all stu-
dents choosing to remain
there. With media observ-
ing, the special campus
security team used their
power of arrest to cart off
the students fo the 24th
Police Precinct on west 100th Street where the
fifteen women and twenty-eight men were held
all night until being released at eight o’clock in
the morning. All were charged with criminal
trespass, a misdemeanor B. Upon being
released, the students quietly returned to City
College to continue their hunger strike.

NYPD riot police had also been called
onto campus but remained outside the build-
ing. This was the first ime CUNY security has
arrested students. The policetrained security
team is an innovation of Chancellor Reynolds
in response to the 1991 CUNY-wide take-
overs. B !

The following day President Moses
explained that she had ordered the arrests fo
prevent a building take-over. However, it was
pointed out fo her that the students had made
no attempt fo close the building or exclude
anyone from entering. Nevertheless, she insist-
ed that students would not be allowed to con-
tinue their hunger protest over night.

The student government is housed in the
NAC building and is given permission to use
the building at all times. Among the arrested
hunger sirikers were fwo student government
officers, Malik Small, President of the Day
Student Government {and son of CCNY
Professor James Small), and Tyler Hemingway,
the President of the Graduate Student
Government. In solidarity with the group, they
allowed themselves fo be arrested as well.

The event was covered by New York 1
and WBAI, and was reported in the
Amsterdam News, El Diario, and The Village

Voice as well. The mainsiream press has so far

shown litfle interest.
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18 Thousamnd
Stvdents
Proiest af Cify
Holl

70 Students Arrested

RH on the scene

In the largest student protest in years, twelve
thousand students swarmed over City Hall Park
on Thursday, March 23rd fo protest Pataki’s
budget. CUNY students were joined by thou-
sands of high-school students and many stu-
dents from the private colleges in New York.

Although the organizers of the rally, the
CUNY Codlition against the Budget Cuts, had
announced its peaceful intentions and had
called upon the
police in letters to the
Mayor and the
Police Commissioner
to respect that peace-
ful intent, the police
~— in full force of
astounding numbers
including riot police
and police mounted
on horses — were
given orders to barri-
cade the crowd in
order to forcibly pre-
vent a march out of

the-City Hall area to Wall Street. Under these
orders, the police refused every attempt on the
part of groups or individuals to leave the rally
area for whatever reason. The~police refused
even to accommodate children’s groups from
elementary schools brought by their teachers.
All exits were forcibly closed to keep the
crowd penned in.
Violence erupted when the police allowed
a small group to begin a march north onto
Chambers Street, then closed them off from the
rest of their fellow protesters, surrounded them
, and began to arrest them without warning.
Many in the graup, ameng them a.facylty, ... ...
- Chair from-City College in cap and gown, -
then sat down in sign of passive protest but
were arrested anyway.

v A

After the initial violence subsided, the
police at the corner of Chambers and
Broadway indicated that the demonstrators
should march fo the east around City Hall. As
they proceeded to march in this direction they
encountered more police-who were not
informed that the marchers had been told by
the westernmost police contingent fo proceed.
These officers pushed angrily into the crowd
instigating further violence and making more
arrests. Police hit indiscriminately at women
and men, hitting one woman with a billyclub
who was loudly screaming that she was preg-
nant. Several members of the press were beat-
en and thrown to the ground. A representative
from City Council Member Tom Duane’s office
was hit and shoved to the pavement and then
told to get out of the street. One police officer
was hit on his helmet with an army helmet
wielded by a student in the crowd. The officer
was knocked unconscious by this blow and
had to be dragged off by his fellows.

When this skirmish calmed and the attack-
ing police were called away, the crowd
resumed its peaceful march around City Hall,
As the marchers approached full circle at the
stage areq, some gathered at the barricades

at Broadway and demanded fo be allowed to
cross the street. The police gathered on the
opposite side of the barricade, shoulderto ™
shoulder, about four bodies deep and pushed
the barricades against the protesters who,
however, refused to give ground. Although
rally leaders using bullhorns urged the students
to back away from the barricades, students
continued fo gather to help keep the barri-
cades back. The students and police engaged
in a ten minute face off with the barricade
between them. The police began io shove the
barricades over, entrapping students who were
sandwiched between their comrades on their
side and the advancing police on the other.
The situation nearly resulted in serious injuries
ironically prevented only by the escalation of
the police assault: They sprayed the crowd
with pepper gas causing sudden dispersal and
confusion in the crowd during which they
made further arrests.

The crowd, which had intended to gather
peacefully and was not prepared for these
assaults, gradually backed off with the arrival
of the mounted police. Several school contin-
gents then left the park and headed to
Borough of Manhatian Community College.
There they regrouped and headed to 1 Police
Plaza where many of the arrested students
were being held.

The protest then continued with speakers
using a small megaphone. As the speakers
walked away from the area they were arrested
for using a bullhorn without a permit. Among
the speakers arrested was the faculty Chair
from City College who had only moments
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before been released from jail on his arrest at
the City Hall rally site. The by now modest
crowd, which contained many high-school stu-
dents, was almost outnumbered by riot police.
Observing these arrests, the group decided
that it would leave en masse to prevent any-
one from being singled out for arrest. Affer sev-
eral more speakers were heard, everyone
began to move fowards Park Row. As night fell
the group left the area without further incident.
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Public
Outrage

March 29, 1995

Honorable Rudolph Giuliani
Mayor

City Hall

New York, New York 10007
Dear Mayor Giuliani:

| am writing fo express my outrage and
my extreme concern regarding the New York
City Police Department’s response to student
demonstrators at Thursday, March 23rd’s
rally opposing cuts to education funding..

It is my understanding, from a number of
eyewitness accounts, including a member of
my staff who was acting as a legal observer,
that it appeared as if the vast majority of the
students arrested were randomly picked out
of the crowd, and some were then recklessly
assaulted by the police. Additionally, numer-
ous incidents of random strangling, macing,
choking, grabbing, and dragging of student
demonstrators and observers by police offi-
cers were witnessed. Finally, excessive police
verbal harassment of students included a

enormous amount of profanity and inappro-
priate anatomical references. Most of these
incidents came in response to peaceful
behavior by the students. From all accounts,
the violence on the parts of the demonstrators
appears to have been limited.

Because | had concerns that such inci-
dents might occur, | assigned one of my staff
to monitor the rally. While acting as a legal
observer with Rev. Timothy Mitchell of the
Ebenezer Baptist Church, he saw a young,
African American woman being dragged
and strangled by several police officers on
Chambers Street. When my assistant and the
Rev. Mitchell shouted to the police to stop

hurting the woman, Rev. Mitchell was . .
promptly grabbed by four police officers who
then slammed him against the side.of a
police vehicle. In response fo this violence, _
my aide tried fo communicate to the officers
that the man they were attacking was a cler-
gy member. A police officer then knocked my
aide down with his nighistick. Once on the
ground, he was told to move to the sidewalk.
Officers then promptly walked over him. For
your information, my aide has since filed a
complaint with the Civilian Complaint Review
Board.

Thomas K. Duane
Council Member, 3rd District, Manhattan

April 4, 1995

St. Mark’s

CHURCH IN-THE-BOWERY
Hon. Rudolph Giuliani
Mayor

City of New York

City Hall

New York, New York 10007

Dear Mayor Giuliani:

The members of our congregation were
distressed to witness and to hear of the
attacks on people of our City March 23,
1995 at a demonstration on behalf of
schools of the City University of New York.

We redlize, of course, that the actions of
the police may have been undertaken with-
out your personal knowledge. We do, how-
ever, regret that none of your public state-
ments since March 23 seem to recognize the
nature of the assault on the Constitutional
rights of New Yorkers. We had wished for
better from someone with such a long and
distinguished legal career. _

Rights of New Yorkers were violated.
Innocent citizens were beaten, attacked with
chemicals, and manhandled. Credenticled
members of the press and Legal Observers
were attacked by NYPD dfficers. We are
enclosing a resolufion requesting what we

. consider_quite reasonable steps by your

Administration.

W look forward fo hearing from you.
Sincerely yours,
Canon Lloyd Casson
Priestin-Charge

A RESOLUTION

Whereas, the Congregation of st.
Markts Church inthe-Bowery has a long his-
tory of supporting the Constitutional right of
citizens to peacefully protest the actions of
government with which they disagree; and

Whereas, this Congregation also
upholds the ‘well-recognized role of the City
University of New York in the education of
the people of our City, especially the sons
and daughters of poor, ‘working-class, and
immigrant families who struggle to improve
their economic condition; and

Whereas, by eyewitness reports of peo-
ple of our congregation, officers of the New
York City Police Department aftacked many
students and other New Yorkers who were
present af the otherwise peacerul CUNY
demonstration on Thursday, March 23, 1995
in opposition fo the unconscionable budget
cuts recommended by you and by Governor
Pataki; and

Whereas, in addition to witnessing
attacks on demonstrators, our people also
witnessed unprovoked attacks on cre-
dentialed members of the press, creden-
tialed Legal Observers from the CUNY
Law School af Queens College, and
innocent passersby; '

- o o B

congudT by OIicers untier M8 QUIOTY
of the Mayor of the City of New York
does a disservice to law and order in
this city by reinforcing many negative
stereotypes about police officers held

by many young people and by teach-
ing young people that their police are
free to violate Constitutional rights of
freedom of speech, press, and assem-

bly;

Now, therefore, be it resolved that
the Vestry of St. Mark’s Church
inthe-Bowery strongly condemns the
unprovoked violence and violations of
Constitutional Rights by the police of
the City of New York during and fol-
lowing the City Hall budget-cut protest
of Thursday, March 23, 1995;

And be it further resolved that the
Vestry strongly urges that the Mayor of
the City of New York undertake the fol-
lowing steps: (1) investigate the police
misconduct and discipline those officers
responsible; (2} direct that those citizens who
were injured by unprovoked police action be
appropriately reimbursed for domages suf-
fered; (3) offer immediate, unambiguous
assurances to the people of the City of New
York that as they carry out their lawful rights
to assemble and protest that there be no rep-
etiion of the police actions of Thursday,
March 23, 1995.

Adopted unanimously by the Vestry of
St. Mark’s Church-inthe-Bowery,
New York City

April 3, 1995Brigid Allyson, Clerk of
the Vestry
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- . CUNY. Codlition.Calls on. Mayor and the Police-. -
-Commissioner fo Commit fo.Non-Violence.. ..

Press release-prior fo March 23rd’s rally ot City Hall:
The CUNY Coalifion will ‘annduncethe events planned for March

23, 1995. Students from throughout the New York City area will be

striking and-carrying out peaceful demogstrations-to-protest-a:25%-

reduction in spending for /Bpfi; the CUN_YI_" ond SUN_Y"‘sa;sterris’,“‘g;qulf o e

as-the elimination and reduction of financial aid for all university stu- -
dents. The Codlition wants to avoid o repetition of the events that

- took place at Hunter College on Wednesday, March 15, in which the

police dispersed a peaceful demonstration by means of force, caus-
ing one student to be hospitalized. The Coalition will demand that the
Mayor and the Police Commissioner make a commitment fo denounc-
ing the use of violence against those demonstrating on that day.

In response to the hospitalizing of a Hunter College student par-
ticipating in a peaceful demonstration against the proposed cuts to
higher education, the CUNY Codlition called on Mayor Rudolph
Guiliani and Police Commissioner Bratton today to make a formal
commitment fo non-violence in responding to many peaceful demon-
strations being organized by students. :

Before writing to the Mayor and Bratton, the CUNY Coalition
spoke with eye wit-
nesses and reviewed
press reports and
video footage of the
incident. Based upon
this review, it deter-
mined that the attack
was unprovoked and
occurred just as the

the area. “We said

our peace and were

moving off the sireet, when they rushed in and started hitting anyone
within reach.” said Jed Brandt, a Hunter College student. The
demonstration organized by the Hunter College students had about
150 participants.

-

The CUNY Coalition expressed its fear that the Police
Department would respond to its March 23 rally at City Hall, which
is expected to have more than 7,000 [more than 10,000 actually
appeared] participants, similarly. The CUNY Coalition’s letter asked
the Mayor and the Police Commissioner to “send a clear and
unequivocal message to your officers that violence cannot be used to
curtail this demonstration.” A commitment.to non-violence has been
the CUNY Coalition’s public position, which it reiterated in its letter.
The actions of the students, the Coalition argues, is not the question.
Commenting on the Mayor’s response to dissent within his administro-
-tion, his attacks on the press, and response to groups opposed to his
budget cuts, the CUNY Coalition expressed its deep concern that this
Administration_will_respond to peaceful political dissent with violence.

Fie

March 20; 1995 R S ~
“Police Commissioner Bratton _

Cne Police Plaza

New York, New York 10038

Dear Commissioner Bratton:

We are writing fo express our deep con-
cern over the New York City Police
Department's unprovoked attack against several
Hunter College students on Wednesday March
15, 1995. These students were participating in
a peaceful, non-violent demonstration to bring
attention to the proposed cuts to higher educa-
tion. Based upon our conversations with eye-
witnesses and our review of news reports and
video footage of the event, there can be no
doubt that the Police Officers in question

attacked the students without cause as they
were in the process of leaving the area. Such
behavior is unacceptable.

students were leaving o .

As you are well aars, the Ol ey pymmmeg

Coadlition will be, ho\dingic peageful rally and
march on March 23, 1995 at 12:00 PM,,
which will convene at City Hall. The march will
proceed from City Hall to Lower Manhattan.
We expect over 7,000 students, faculty, par-
ents, union members and their leadership and
elected officials to participate in this peaceful
demonstration. Over 1,000 faculty and admin-
istrators will march separately to this demonstra-
tion via the Brooklyn Bridge walkway. Like
demonstrations organized by the CUNY ..
Codlition in the past, this demonstration will be
conducted peacefully.

| |1

“Look. We're committed o non-violence. We've trained dozens of
marshals to ensure that it stays peaceful. But if the Hunter incident is
any indication, this Mayor and Police Commissioner have decided to
use violence to suppress their political opponents”, said Alex Vitale, a
Sociology graduate student.

“Did the Mayor or the Police Commissioner respond to the beat-
ing of the Hunter student? No. They sent the signal that beating peo-
ple up who peacefully disagree with the government is OK. The
Mayor needs fo reverse that message at the March 23 rally,” said
Yvonne Lassalle, a CUNY Graduate Student.

The CUNY Caodlition is using the March 23 rally to focus atten-
tion on the State’s and City’s lack of commitment to providing access
to higher education, health care, social services efc. that have tradi-
tionally been the cornerstone of a free and democratic society. For
the CUNY Codlition, the current round of cuts to higher education are
a continuation of a national trend towards social and economic aus-

terity.

CUNY Codlition against the Budget Cuts
212-642-2851
Hotline 212-642-2549 v
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The CUNY Codlition has made a’strong
and public commitment fo non-violent political
expression and has organized a large number
of well trained marshals and legal observers to
ensure that the March 23 demonstration runs
efficiently. Like the Hunter College students, the
CUNY Codlition is exercising its right to peace-
fully make its concerns and positions known.

We urge you, in the strongest terms possi-
ble, to make a public commitment to not use
violence to suppress the peaceful actions that
will occur on March 23. You must send a clear
and unequivocal message to your officers that
violence cannot be used to, curtail this demon-
stration. It is imperative that the Police
Department not repeat the Hunter College inci-
dent. Acts of intimidation and violence will
only heighten the tension that has already been
created by the Police Department’s previous
acts of unprovoked violence.

Sincerely,
The CUNY Codlition

A copy of this letter was also addressed fto the
Mayor.
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The following is a statement given fo the press
on March 28, 1995

Today, March 28, students from the CUNY Coalition against the
Cuts joined other CUNY student groups, Public Advocate Mark
Green and representatives of several elected officials to hold a press
conference at the steps of City Hall. The press conference was called
to respond to Mayor Giuliani and Governor Pataki’s statements and
to media coverage of the events that took place.in March 23.

The media’s coverage of our rally, with a few notable excep-

tions, seriously misrepresented the event. The media have chosen to

- insist upon the isolated incidents of violence that tock place.
Furthermore, the media have exaggerated and belabored the role of
the students in them. Finally, in spite of the fact that both the Mayor
and the Governor’s opinions on these issues have already received
detailed treatment in the media, the media have continued to high-
light them, while consistently downplayjng the demands of the

1 démonstrators. Just as the Mayor oﬂemptecl to silence us by force,

; the media has attempted to silence us in print.

First and foremost, the students demand an end to the trend of
disinvestment from CUNY, which has been infensified since 1989.
The yearly rounds of cuts CUNY put through since 1989 has meant
: the budget will have been cut close to 40% in 6 years. These cuts
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Students assert fhot the budget crisis is Icrgely created by
State policies that cut toxes, for. corpqgahons and the most
wealthy. The’ Governor's tax-cut will amount to about a $20
Ltax savings for the average New Yorker, while dramatically
increasing the cost.of higher educchon cnd reducing-other
vital public services. Students argued that these cuts represent
a conhnuohon of the Stafe’s aftempt to renege on its responsi-
bility to provide public goods - ‘education, health care, socnol
services etc. Already New York State ranks 47th7in the rfatidh
the percentage of state taxes spending on higher education.

_ Students insist that the State is using public spending as a
" straw man fo divert attention from the current revenue shortfalls

created in Iarge part due to the absence of a progressive fax
program, Since close to two thirds of CUNY students work
over 30 hours a week, their demand for progressive taxation
is made as workers and tax payers . Studenfs are adamant:
the City and State must put an end to corporate welfare, and
stop reneging on their responsibilities to guarantee minimal
standards of living for New Yorkers.

(Yvonne Lasalle, CUNY Coadlition against the Budget Cuts
Media Committee)

Won’t Print

undermine CUNY’s ability to fulfill its historic role of integrating
~§ “minorities and recent immigranis into the economic; cultural, and™ ™~
political life of the city. They also threaten CUNY's long-standing

B record of academic excellence, which has produced more top cor-

: porate executives and Nobel laureates than any other educational
L dnstitution.in.the countey Students.want to be_hear.d oud_pud__clea o
Oni full funding 1o meet enrollment mus be orovided. T TN ST

by and watch their University turned into a frade-school system.

The students’ insistence on reinstating free and open admissions
in CUNY comes from a deep-seated conviction that the state’s
responsibility to guarantee equal educational access can only be
properly fulfilled through funding of public

higher education. Students believe that pro-
posals that attempt to solve fiscal problems
. through the centralization of programs at

p specific CUNY campuses do not address
the devastating implications this will have
on students’ educational opportunities.
These proposals also fail to take into
account the positive role that many cam-
puses play in otherwise seriously economi-
cally depressed areas. Just as deplorable is
the attack on remediation programs, for it
is the City and State’s own failure to edu-
cate at elementary and secondary levels
that creates these needs. Why should those
hurt by the government’s incompetence be
punished twice?
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Our Untrustworthy CUNY Board of
Teustees: At'the Source of CUNY'’s
Troubles

Mayors, from 1989 to 1993, CUNY lost
*$200 million in*fundirig. “We can’t get rid"of
this board, whom one state Senate aide

The Historical Mission of CUNY

Michael Rcb:erts

“
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Andrew Long

What many people have to understand,
especially liberals, is that.any discussion.of.
the CUNY Board of Trustees and the policies
they implement is also, necessarily, a discus-
sion of finance capital and the privatization
of public debt and assets, notably our col-

likened to Giuliani in the way the way they =
lose state funding.
Still, the stench gets stronger. With
regard fo the information.above consider that
James Murphy, the chairman of the board, is
also a vice president for the Fleet Firnancial
Group. This bank is one of the largest in the
region, and has supported many upstate

WHERE

E STAND:

leges and our educations. The New York City
and state budgets {and this goes for the
Federal budget too) are finally determined
around the question of public debt service,
incurred through the issuance of municipal
and state bonds. The School Construction
Authority, the Urban Development
Corporation, the Port Authority, and the NYS
Dormitory Authority are a few examples.
Much of this money goes toward the construc-
tion of large buildings or public works, such
as the Javits Center. When CUNY builds a
new building, for example, the debt is
financed by the Dormitory Authority.

What we must understand about this
debt is that the authorities which are responsi-
ble for it, that is, for its incurrance and for its
repayment are not elected, but are appointed
by the New York State Governor and the
Mayor of New York. In fact, the State of
New York and the City cannot incur debt
without a referendum. In the early 1960s a
New York lawyer, John Mitchell (yes, of
Watergate infamy) worked out this plan to
sidestep these public debt laws by setting up
these authorities which are not bound by the
law, and yet, can act in the name of the state.
This “right” was affirmed when the UDC went
bust and a court of appeal decided that the
state had a “moral” obligation to pay off the
UDC debt. So, working class and middle
class tax payers {clearly the same thing) pay
debt service for a debt they did_nat vote for
and cannot control. Remember, New York
State does not have a progressive tax, but
rather one which favors corporations, which
pay less and less these days, as well as the
wealthiest residents of the state. Consider
also that the wealthy individuals who buy this
debt from the financial houses which sell it,
Lazard Freres and Fleet Financial Group, for
example, receive interest payments which are
exempt from city, state, and federal taxes.
They get you coming and going.

And so with the CUNY Board of Trustees.

There are 13 trustees appointed by the
Governor and the Mayor fo terms of varying
lengths. There is also an ex-officio trustee for
the faculty, Sandi Cooper, who does not have
a vote, and one for CUNY students. The stu-
dent trustee is the chair of the University
Student Senate, Anthony Giordano, and he
does have a vote. Of the 13 current trustees
most were appointed by Cuomo, Koch, and
Dinkins, and that's where liberals get a lump
in their throats. Consider that this group of
trustees selected Ann Reynolds as the CUNY
Chancellor, raised tuition, and has now
declared fiscal exigency. Moreover, while
this group of trustees was in power, again,
appointed by our liberal Governor and
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Republicans, and in 1993 supported Liz
Holtzman's candidacy for the U.S. Senate
with a $450,000 donation. This is notable
because Holtzman was then the City
Comptroller and chose Fleet as the under-
writer for, yes, municipal bonds. The scandal
forced the otherwise quiet and stately Murphy
into the limelight, and showed what kind of
financial rodent he really is. How can a man
whose job is about private profit from public
debt sit on our Board. What about a conflict
of interest?

The next suspect is Michael Del Giudice,
who worked for State Assemblyman Stanley
Steingut and is now a general partner with
Lazard Freres. Lazard Freres also traffics in
public debt, particularly through Felix

Assistance Corporation. Del Giudice also
emerged fo the light of day for his role on the
quasi-public body known as the Hudson River
Park Conservancy. This group wants to take
the Westway land and do the usual (private)
development. Lazard Freres owns several
large. plots.of Jand in the 30s. Tanning on the
piers at Christopher Street or faking a stroll
by the Hudson, has assumed an immense,
and expensive, political significance. Their
plan includes private residential units and
commercial spaces which will block public
access to the waterfront. Michael! Del
Giudice should not be on our board, again,
due to a conflict of interest.

Finally, we get to William Howard.
Although he is African American, he has
always acceded to the racist caricatures of
CUNY students, and never spoken out against
the press and his fellow frustees when they
have gone “wilding”. Howard is currently
employed by the New York State Banking
Department, though his past includes stirits
with various banks and insurance companies,
notably with the New. York branch of the
Bank of Credit and Commerce {BCCI) the
bank that was manipuldted by the CIAto
fund various dictators around the world incld-
ing the Saudi regime. They finally fleeced
their smaller and poorer investors in the
Middle East when they bellied up and were
eventually closed.

The point is that the CUNY Board of
Trustees is about big money, ds we know
from the budget debate. CUNY is a signifi-
cant portion of the budget, and if your profes-
sional obligations lead you to argue for a
good credit rating with Standard and Poor’s
as well as debt service, then you will not sup-
port increases for public institutions like
CUNY, unless there is some profit to be
made. What we need is an accountable
board with some conflict of interest guide-
lines. .

The CUNY Codlition against the Budget

Cuts supports koth the original mission
behind the establishment of City College in
1847 and,the Open Admission Policy estab-
lished in 1969.

The establishment of City College in
1847 as o free tuition academy reflected a
democratic vision that viewed the university as
the foundation for a democratic polity. Our
goal at the CUNY Coalition is to restore that
vision. A democratic polity requires both edu-
cated citizens and visionary leaders. The
City University of New York was established
to serve these functions. In the original vision
of the establishment of CUNY, the University
was to be the measure of the degree to which
culture is democratically disseminated
throughout the City. A progressive, dynamic
culture depends upon the University as the
site of new forms of knowledge production
and cultural resources that foster the develop-
ment of the free individual and a crifical citi- -
zenry. The CUNY Codlition supports this
democratic vision and will fight to uphold it.
We see the attack on CUNY as an attack on
democracy.

The democratic promise of a University
cannot be fulfilled unless we have a way of
ensuring that the University students reflect the
qualities of the citizens of the City as a
whole.

CUNY has been an effective force in
ensuring that the working poor, wémen and
socdlled “minorities” are able to participate
in the democratic polity of New York. The
Open Admissions Poli

place in a democratic polity nor in a public
university. African American and Puerto
Rican students who organized the studént
strikes of 1969 that were instrumental in the
establishment of the Open Admissions Policy,
realized that they represented the changing
face of New York. The CUNY Codlition sup-
ports their historic victory and the results of
that victory. By 1971, enrollment of students
of color increased by 24% at the senior col-
leges and 36% at the community colleges.
The CUNY Codlition would not be here today
if it were not for the visionary foresight of
those students from 1969. We define our
struggle-in partas.a.continuation of their fight

for democracy.

The City University of New York is the
only guarantee we have of maintaining a
democratic polity in New York. CUNY is a
precious cultural resource. The citizens of
New York cannot afford to place their future
in the hand of reactionary forces that threaten
democracy. CUNY is the best mechanism we
have, as citizens in a free society, of overcom-
ing the serious class, race and gender divi-
sions that hgve plagued the history of our
country. To uphold CUNY and to foster the
growth of CUNY is to further the development
of democtacy. words:505

The Virtue of Remedial Programs at CUNY
Rob Hollander

CUNY is regularly attacked for offering
remedial courses in English language skills
and mathematics. Remedial offerings, it is
claimed, compromise CUNY’s reputation by
lowering adademic standards in the curricu-
lum. A level of proficiency should be a pre-
requisite of admission to an insfitution of high-
er learning, say such critics as our own Board
of Trusteestmember Hermann Badillo. Those
without required skills should not be admitted.
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The attack on remediation- is, in other words,
ap_attack on_open admissions

The-argument-againstremediation con- .

““tains d snmﬁ_fﬁlﬁxcm_ﬁrrher confused i

by the irresponsibility of CUNY’s critics and

the subterfuge of their political ends. That a

university can only be judged by the lowest

end of its curriculum is simply false. Offering:

remediation at CUNY in no way compromises

its higher level offerings. The mere presence

of remediation cannot prevent dedicated stu-

dents from obtaining the high quality educa-

tion CUNY has provided for decades. On the

contrary, remediation brings that oppor-

tunity to many dedicated but underprivi-

Downsizing will force professors to travel
= osunmulupuaﬁmnuﬁrlgﬁm
less attractive.
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“{ats o stOp Wbrryung g Gbour ﬁow the Tutfilk ~
ment of CUNY's mission will affect the -mainte-
nancé of its academic standards. €ONY¥ has
proven time ond agair that an insfitution of ™ ~
higher learning need not be elite and exclu-
sionary to offer the highest possible quality of
education. It cannot continue to do that without
reasonable funding. The downssizing of CUNY
is not the solution to the problem of declining
standards, it is the sole cause of the problem.
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dents have family incomes below $22,000.

= ©ver80%ofali~serforcollege Srodents Toma

from families earning less than $50, 000;
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come from Tamilies earning less than
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In 3hort, if thére is anyons who under:
! stands the redlities as well as the importance
of work, it is the CUNY student and her/his
family who comprise the working poor and
lower middle class of New York City.

In addition, CUNY is one of the most eth-
nically diversified colleges in the
world. 32% of CUNY students are

leged students who otherwise would be
unable to take advantage of it.

By offering remedial courses,
CUNY broadens its curriculum to pro-
vide a service unavailable in our failed
public high-school system. If New
Yorkers cannot learn to. read and write
in the distracting drug- and weapons-
filled public high-school environment,
why shouldn’t they be taught in an envi-
ronment conducive fo learning? The
high-schools are filled with very young
kids struggling to grow-up under our
society’s most adverse conditions. It's
no wonder so little actual learning hap-
pens there. The CUNY colleges, howev-
er, are filled with serious working adults
(75% of CUNY students work, 33% full-
time) who have chosen to put some
direction in their lives. College is about
learning, thinking,-quesioning, sharing _
knowledge, expanding horizons, “arid
~working=hard==very-hard==To"keep—"
up and to get ahead. Drugs and vio-
lence are not a part of the scene. The
role models are professors, not drug
dealers. The college environment is
exactly, w@e :
even if if's just to learn fo o ‘ip ;

MANNER. AGAINST STL

CUNY Coaurtion AGAINST THE BUDGET
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DEMANDS
NO BUDGET cu
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African American; 30% are White;
26% are Latino; and about 11% are
Asian. 60% of senior college students
are female, while 65% of community
colleges are female.

If our Mayor cannot quite under-
stand who we are at CUNY, then per-
haps he might understand what we
mean fo the New York economy.

The tax revenues: CUNY gradu-
ates pay $414 million more in State
and City taxes each year than they
would pay had they not gone fo col-
lege. In addition, CUNY employees
pay another $63 million per year in
State and City sales and income tax.

The expenditures: The direct eco-
nomic impact of CUNY on New York,
_adding up all the direct expenditures
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attributable to the system. totals nearly

tions and read o newspapetT

COMPLETE IMMUNITY FOR ALI.

“Those who wish To eliminaté reme-

dial courses offer no responsible alter-

native to them. If our young people are

not to learn basic skills in college, and
cannot learn them in high-school, what third
alternative is there2 Are we to consign an
entire segment of our society fo illiteracy? Is it
to the benefit of this city that many of it's citi-
zens cannot read a newspaper to inform
themselves of what is happening around them
and to them? Does anyone really think that
the answer fo our urban woes is educational
ghettoization? Not having an informed and
critical citizenry may be in the interest of
those who wish fo maintain a stranglehold on
political power, but it is not to the advantage
of society at large. The members of civil soci-
ety must be educated and informed or they
will not have the wherewithal to bring them-
selves successfully into the future. Self-determi-
nation cannot be replaced by paternalism, as
our current administration well proves.

<

The City University is and should be
unlike any other university: New York is unlike
any other town. New, Yorkers must understand
that remediation is not a danger to CUNY.
They must recognize the cricial need among
the young of the inner city for remedial offer-
ings, and they must recognize that the inte-
grated:college environment is the best place
for a remedial program.

The Governor's proposed budget will do
more harm fo CUNY’s reputation, standing,
and standards than the presence of.remedial
programs ever could. Tenured faculty will be
fired, making it increasingly difficult:to attract.
high-quality teachers to come here in the ¢
future, knowing that fenure means.nothing, at
CUNY. Professors’ burdens will alsg-incregse.«

Who We are and Why We are Important to
New York

Christopher J.Malone

“Maybe instead of protesting...go and
find a job for a day so you'd make a little
exira money so you could pay for your edu-
cation.”

- Mayor Rudy Giuliani, on the March
23rd Protest

Once again, Giuliani has erred. This
time it is especially egregious, since his petu-
lant comments made in the wake of the
March 23rd student protest were so far off
the mark that the ‘mind boggles fo think they
ctume from the. hps of a politician who claims
to understand New York. Well, in this mean
season of debate over educohon we might
stop to do some educating ourselves - please,
pay attention Rudy, .

First of all, CUNY students work. Period.

In_larger numbers-than most higher education

~school systems. 31.7% of students at senior
colleges work full fime; 32.4% of community
college students work full time. Two thirds of
all CUNY students work over, 20 "hours per
week. And over 75% of dll stpdents in the
CUNY system hold down. some kind of job_
outside of school.

2

Why do we work? Quite snmply‘ becouse
we have fo, Consider this: 91 % of the- stu-
dents ot Hostos College, for instance, live y
below the poverty line. HalF of-all CONY stu- ©

$& Billion. This includes: about $1 bil-

lion a year spent by students while in

college; $3.9 billion spent by the grad-

uates from the years 1970-1993 that

they would not have spenthad -

’ e ,
iR construction: $52 T million in

employee expenditures.
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Now, take this expenditure figure
and multiply it by 2.1 - the factor pro-
vided by the U.S. Department of

Commerce which is used to account for addi-
fional economic impact that results from re-
spending after original expenditures - and
you get a fotal economic impact of CUNY on
New York of $12.1 billion, 9 times the annu-
al CUNY budget.

If 40 jobs are created for each million
dollars pumped into the New York economy
(Department of Commerce estimates), this
means that CUNY necessarily leads to the
creation of 484,000 New York jobs.
Combine this with the 25,000 CUNY employ-
ees, and that is over a half-million jobs gen-
erated by CUNY.

Pataki and Giuliani want to cut back-on
funding for education. Apparently they need
a litle educating themselves. If they do not
want o lesson ineither the social demograph-
Jics of CUNY students or the financial impdct
of the CUNY system, then perhaps finally they-
might prefer the humanities. | have in mind a
quote from a German poet, Goethe, they
‘might consider as they go about their mind-
less business: “There is nothing more frightful
than to see ignorance in action.” .
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NOAM CHOMSKY: ANLINTERVIEW . ..
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;}lg;g,m_g.:hpmsky, ggafcé;ha:mosgespscted vpices on the !eﬁ Wr@nearbwbmkem; o.f.,ﬂrewar in Viethom, e T -
was' blacklisted fhrbugiioul’New Yoik media for his sharp criticism of U.5:-support of the State of isreal. He currently - - .:>  Jowr
holds a Distinguished Chair at MIT.where he teaches linguistics, ¢ field he revolutionized'in 1957 with his book Syniactic ** ++i5+.
Structures. His recéfif § polmcal public cahons ‘include Manufacmnng Consenit,'a cnhque dfco'porafe control of U.S. media.” "™ ™ i
He is"interviewed by Bryan Lesseraux, one of the eight Hunter siudents arres?ed for peaceful profest on March 18th,

and also.one of the hunger smkers arrested at CCNY.

I,
[
1.

L:To begin with,.do you consider the US to be a democratic
society? If not, what is not democratic about it2
erties and one of them is fo try to instill obedience and conformism.
Now, this is never one hundred percent successful. There are all kinds
of people who escape it and go on to do remarkable things, but it's

C: Well, democracy isn't a matter of yes or no, it's a matter of many dimensions.
Countries can vary on:those dimensions in a whole bunch of different ways. In some
respects the US is a very free society and a very democratic society. People are free
from state control and violence here to an unusual degree. There's freedom of speech never easy. The general pattern of privilege and punishment is such that
here o a unique degree. You have the formal right to participate in elections. All of the outcome, to a very large extent, is conformism, obedience and so
these things are things which have been fought for and are worth achieving and on.
maintaining. And they’re steps towards ‘a democratic sociéty.

Now, there are differences. For example, the natural sciences are
different. If you instill conformism and obedience in the natural sciences
or mathematics, they just die. In the fields that are not so closely con-
nected to ideological controf and domination there is a much greater
tendency to support and stimulate creativity and independence of
thought. But not in fields that matter for ideological management and
control. Now again, this is not a hundred percent. But the tendencies
are, | think, fairly clear. | see it very clearly from right where I'm sitting

On the other hand it's a society with a deeply fotalitarian character in many
respects. It's a business-run society. Since early in this century, private corporate pow-
ers — which are really just tyranny — have gained enormous privilege and power
over the society, the economy and, by now, the international economy. It's not just
here, but it's strikingly here. These are powers which are not in the constitution. They
were never given by legislation. They were fixed by courts and lawyers primarily. It's
just a form of tyranny. It was strongly opposed in its very early days by American lib-
ertarians, people like Thomas Jefferson, as it was even opposed by Adam Smith, who [Chomsky is speaking from his home in Massachusetts near MIT] I'll
barely could see it in his day. It very much narrows the actual functioning of democra- compare two of the world’s leading universities which are within a mile
cy. or two of each other where I've lived all of my adult life. One is
Harvard, the other is MIT. MIT is a science-based university. Harvard is
a sort of humanitiesbased university. Each has the other, of course, but
those are the centers. MIT is politically, | suppose, much more conserva-
tive. But for someone like me, MIT is a far more hospitable environment )
than Harvard. | get along fine at MIT. People are often very reactionary
{at MIT), but at Harvard | couldn't survive for a minute. [Chomsky is
interrupted momentarily by a phone call.]

Furthermore, there's the matter of propaganda. The leading scholar of corporate
propaganda—there are a few, not many people study it, but it's a crucially important
topic—the leading scholar, Alex Carey pointed out in one of his essays that there are
three major developments in the 20th century: one is the growth of democracy, two is
the growth of corporations, three is the growth of corporate propaganda in order to
prevent democracy from functioning. This is very conscious. It's particularly true in the
United States where there is a very class-conscious business class and, for all kinds of
historical reasons, this is'a uniquely business-run society. L: Before getting off the topic we were discussing, let me read you
a queshon thot was prepored by a friend of mine Wthh ties rlqht in - -

The public relations industry. is ql}ﬁwvenhonmd,nm g it
say, to control the public mind; to win “the everlasting” battle for the minds of men.”
And it puts huge resources into this for obvious reasons—it wants to protect privilege
and power. The corperate media are just one part of it. Our educational institutions
are another. The scale of these efforts is really staggering. It ranges from everything
from television and-cinema to books, articles, media, classes—it goes right across the
spectrum—sports events, recreation, churches. There is no institution in the US. that
hasn’t been under corporate attack as an effort to win the everlasting battle for the
minds of men. They've spent a huge amount of money and it has changed the coun-
try. It's one reason, | think, why this country is so far off the spectrum on issue after
issue. | mean, we're the only industrial country that doesn’t have a health care sys-
tem. We're the only industrial country where the working class is so weak and beaten
down. I¥'s the only couniry in the industrial world where there’s such o level of reli-
gious fanaticism. It's extraordinary, the US is off the spectrum in this respect; there are
cults all over the place. It's just a very strange society. | think in large measure, not
totally, but in large measure, it is attributable to this [corporate propagandal].

the part of large scrsAo e popu qhon—peopemust
over the management of public affairs and make decisions about pro- j
duction, distribution, investment, etc. However, the educahonal system, et '
primary and secondary school, are designed o insfill subnilseibinels,

apathy, and obedience to authority; to impose reglmentohon and con-

trol; and to snuff out creativity and curiosity which are necessary for

participation in public life. How badly does this affect the process of
democratization? Is it even possible in this context?

C: Sure, it's possible. We're the richest country in the world. Let's
take the poorest country in the hemisphere, one of the poorest countries
in the world, Haiti. People in Haiti live under conditions which we can't
even imagine. I'm talking about ninety percent of Haitians, not the few
who live up in the hills and have super wealth. The peasants of Haiti
and people living in Haifian slums succeeded a couple of years ago in
creating the basis for a democratic society. They created grassroots
movements, unions, associations and so on. They had no resources;

Also, the infellectual culture is extremely narrow and very conformist. | don’t want
they were living in real misery. Yet, they created a lively, vibrant, civil

to exaggerate, it's not all that different in other countries, but it's unique here. It's par-
ticularly dramatic because it's such a free society. So it’s a kind of voluntary totalitari- society which swept their own President into office fo everyone's
anism. People aren’t doing it because they're afraid they’re going to be sent fo the amazement and shock. Then they had to be crushed by force, in which
gulags. we helped. You read in the newspapers that we have to go to Haiti
and teach them about democracy. You can only collapse in ridicule
when you read that. We need to go to Haiti to learn something about
democracy. Again, it’s a sign of the fotalitarian streak in the intellectual
culture that people can’t see that. Many educated people could hardly
understand what | just said, although, if you look at it, it's quite obvi-

So you've got a very complicated situation with many positive things and many
very negative things. And there have been struggles over this for two hundred years.
It doesn't just take shape. This is the outcome of many struggles, some of which have
been won, some of which have been lost by the general population. And you end up
with the thing that you see when you look out the window; New York is an extremely ous. [The Haitian people] didn‘t have a great educational system, you
rich city, probably the richest in the world, and it's a third world city. Large parts of can be sure of that. If they can [create a democratic society], we can
the population are living in third world levels of misery. do it. —

In fact, this has happened all through history. Take a look at the
formation of unions. They're one of the major democratizing forces in
modern industrial society. They support the creation of rights and so on.

L: Since this inferview will be published in student newspapers, let me ask you a
question about academia. | think that, idedlly, the role of the academic should be
about giving to society an original, forward-looking and transformative vision of the

. world. Is that even possible in the US considering the conditions you've just men- Take a county right next door, one that is very much like us, Canada.
tioned? One of the reasons why they have a functioning health care system and
- other social programs is because they had a strong labor movement.

That's where it comes from. Well, who formed the labor movement?
People who went to Harvard? No, it was the workers struggling on the
steel sirike lines creating democracy.

C: Well, there are people who try to do that but they’re weeded out. In fact,
they're weeded out from kindergarten. The educational system has institutional prop-

So sure, we have to understand what the institutions [which prevent
democracy] are, although most of us are very privileged people; we
have all kinds of opportunities that most people don’t have. If we
decide to use those privilages, fine. If not, too bad for the world.
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- C: Nobody knows the answer to that.
. ~ - =look.you can'tpredict tomorrow’s weather.

; ~ To fry fo predict the result-of-social struggles is v - - s+~ -andsoe-on. So:those things-stay up. A good:
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to push non-violent methods to their limits. specifically. other things.
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Nobody wants violence if they're sane. So
you fry to achieve what you can by organiz-
ing people fo create more
democratic and just forms. If
those efforts are resisted by
violence, well, then you have
to ask yourself the question,
“Do we undertake self-
defense through violence or
no?” That's basically the
question.

L: This may be a bit out
of theme, but what you are
saying makes me think of the
situation in Chiappas. Any
violence on the part of the
Zapatistas was used as a last
resort-

C: Incidentally, it was not
a violent movement. They
happen to hold guns, but they’re not particu-
larly violent. In fact, they’re mostly resisting
violence. Now you can ask whether that's
right or wrong, | happen to think it’s right, but
that's another question.

C: It did here too. There's a lot of inferest

BY BRYAN LESSERAUX

in it on the Left. A lot of people went down to
the convention [in Mexico City]. It doesn’t get
around here, partly because the Left has no
resources. If you want to get information
around you-have to be part of some network.
But if you read the Left journals like Z

The same is true of tuition at CUNY. It's a
tax! I's a civic insfitu-
tion, you're putting
funds, in this case,
into the city govern-
ment, and the idea is
to make the poor
people pay for it.
They call this “cutting
taxes”. It's not, it's just
redistributing taxes.
It's redistributing them
and making them
even more regressive
than they are.

And it's nice of
Giuliani to say pub-
licly what everybody
knew all along—that
he's trying to drive
poor people out of the city. New York is sup-
posed to be a city for rich folk, not for ordi-
nary people. It used fo be a working class
city. The manufacturing base was destroyed. It
didn’t just disappear. It was destroyed by
social planning and investment and desiroying

L)
N L: Right, here’s a situation where armed Magazine or In These Times, it was there. factories and building high-rises and so on.
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seems’to be.a very just. movement._The orga-.
nization is very democratic. They have a kind
of bottom-up way of organizing. They seem to
be abiding by the rules of the Geneva con-
vention: They're not killing enemy prisoners or
running around slaughtering innocent people.
There's a lot less violence there than in Peru.

C: There’s no question. If you're thinking
of Shining Path it's not even close.

L: You would think that this would be
something that could really inspite people.
You have a lot of Mexican immigrants living
in very poor conditions here in the US. Those

nize” the_left-there hastorbe aleft. And__
while there are plenty of people, and a lot of
them are doing very important things, they're
very seattered and very isolated. That's the
effect of atomizing people. The major effort of
the whole advertising, propaganda system
has been fo separate people from one anoth-
er, to turn them into afoms of consumption—
just you and the tube, that's.the perfect
arrangement. And when you get to that
stagé, people aren’t in contact, they don't
know what it means fo work together and so
on.

L: Let me ask you a question about the

w o
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lawyers and so on and so forth, and Giuliani
is just pursuing it a step further. There's a good
book on this by Robert Fitch called, The
Assassination of New York that gives you
some of the background. It's all just confinuing
right now in front of our eyes. And the whole
budget is just an illustration of this, down to
the tiny details.

In this respect it's like the Gingrich
Contract, which is just a way of redistributing
power, even more, fowards the rich and away
from the poor. Poor means here most of the
population, mind you. I'm not talking about

i whom I've spoken to are very much in sup- cuts to education and also to social sétvices, slum dwellers, I'm talking about eighty percent
port of the Zapatistas. Plus you have a lot of here in New York and throughout the country. of the population.
groups on the Left who have been waiting for Who, generally, do you think is going fo ben- -
a revolution close to home. Human Rights efit from these cuts? In whose interests are L: Yet, we're being told, and most people
groups and foreign journalists are saying that they? seem to believe, that these cuts are inevitable, s
whatever atrocities there were in Chiappas that there simply isnt enough money available
were committed by the government and not C: (He laughs) Well, | share everyone for social spending, that we have to cut back
the EZLN. | wonder why this isn’t galvanizing else’s opinion. It's not even an opinion, The now in order not fo get our economy into fur-
large groups of people in this time of crisis. It New York Times pointed out a few days ago ther trouble.
would seem to be an excellent model for peo- in an article about the Giuliani budget, and if )
ple to follow. you lock you'll find, buried in the article C: Why are they inevitable? New York
somewhere, this sentence, “all tax cuts benefit has got money coming out of its ears. Pick up
C: Well, it did. The way the government businesses.” The cuts that are made in things the May 15 issue of Fortune magazine. | ,
: reacted fo the Zapatista movement when it like education and transport and health and haven't seen it yet but I'm willing to guess that, '
'j L finally broke—they knew it was there before- s0 on, those are taxes. They don’t call them in their article on the Fortune 500, they're
: hand but I'm talking about once it became taxes. But if you cut down public support for going fo be euphoric about the rate of profits.
§ public—they reacted very violently and then transportation, you're increasing the cost of That money is there. Look at the financial insti-
: they backed off. And the reason they backed transportation. Now that's a tax. You may not tutions, take a walk down Madison Avenue.
: off is because they were afraid that Mexico call it a tax but that's exactly what it is. It's a Does it look poor? There's plenty of money
‘ was going to blow up. They had foo much transfer of public funds ‘o the state, to govern- around. The idea is to just put it into the pock- T~
support. Maybe people didn’t support every- ment authorities. That's what a tax is. But it's ets of rich people even more and to make )
thing they were doing but they were in sym- a very regressive tax. It's a tox paid by the poor people, the general population, suffer ‘
; pathy with a good bit of what they were up poor for the benefit of the rich. The rich bene- even more. There’s nothing inevitable about
P to. So you had huge demonstrations in fit when poor people take subways. if poor budget cuts. It's a decision fo tax the general
Mexico Cily, and it just happened again May people didn't take subways they wouldn't be population for the benefit of the rich.
- 1. One respect in which the United States is able to drive their limousines or take faxi cabs.
] off the map is that nobody knows what May | don't know if you were around for the last L: | think that people are beginning to
b 1 is. Everywhere else in the world people subway strike—well, you're too young—but realize that, in fighting against these cuts, it 3
g know what it is. It' a labor holiday in solidari- you coulan't live in New York. So the rich '
ty with the struggles ot American workers. gain by having people take subways, but they Coalition page 9 w
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is futile to fight only for a particular group,
such as students. | think people now see that
these cuts hit us all in many different areas
and that it is necessary to start uniting with
other groups out theré.

C: Now that's interesting. I noficed a sort
of striking asymmetry about that when | was
down at NYU. | was in-contact with the
Clerical and Technical Workers Union. They
gave me some of their literature and, in fact, |
alked GbouT T aF the conference. TRey are
calling for working togethet with students. But
| didn't here students talking about working
together with them. This is just an example.
The idea of reaching out is not hard. There
are plenty of people that want to reach out.

L: Well, at Hunter, and at some of the
other CUNY schools, we’ve reached out in
the sense that we've had demonstrations
alongside 1199, the Health and Hospitals
Workers Union; and also the Transit Workers
Union. Reverend Al Sharpton was also
involved in the April 4 demonstration. We've
gotten together for the purpose of a demon-
stration, but not in terms of something long
term.

C: Well, that's what has to be devel-
oped. What we're missing in the country, in
fact, what's been shattered is cooperative
work among community groups and labor
groups and student interest groups and so on,
who basically all have the same interests.
That has got to be rebuilt. It was shattered by
plan,

Let's take, say, the unions. They didn't
just disappear, they were killed: During the
Reagan years, for example. Business Week
had a very good article about a year ago in
which they described the way the Reagan
administration, cooperating with owners and
investors, simply carried out completely crimi-
nal actions—Business Week described them
that way—to destroy the unions. For example,
there are lows about firing labor organizers.
But the Reagan administration fold business
enterprises that they would not apply the
laws, that it was fine fo fire labor organizers.
As a result the unions declined severely. They
stopped enforcing the OSHA regulations—the
safety and health regulations. So, industrial
accidents shot up. The social policy was
designed to drive down wages. That drives
two members of the family into working with
low wages, with much higher hours and no
benefits. And an awful lot of them, about
twenty five percent, are parttime. This is all
social policy and it has had its eHfects along-
side all the other stuff. And it's got to be
reversed, there’s nothing automatic about it.

L: Do you think what we're facing here,
with the city and state budget cuts to CUNY
and other programs and institutions, are a_
local version of what's going on with third
‘world couniries forced to undergo austerity
measures?

C:-Sure, it's exactly that.

L: | know that some of the same institu-
tions are profiting from both situations. Chase
Manhattan‘bank, for example, has interests in
both CUNY and the Mexican economy. Is this
indicative of what's going on2 Are the same
institutions profiting from both situations?

C: Sure. I've been writing about this for
a long time. Look, there’s been about a centu-
ry and a_half of struggle in which people
tried to gain some kind of decent social con-
tract. There was a time, not very long ago in
fact, where the great mass of working people
simply wanted fo take over indusry. They did-
n't see any reason why they should be subor-
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dinated to orders from authorities. This wasn't
very far back, incidentally. But by about the
1920’s that"yas declining. In regent years,
and also in Europe and elsewhere, there has
been o kirid Sh.o’ sééialzontract established
in which privilege and power is maintained,
but with certain conditions—adequate stan-
dards of living, health care, workers rights
and so on. Some kind of contract like that
was established differently in different coun-
tries. And it didn't just come, there was a lot
of struggle involved. Tn the Unffed Stafes, in™
particular, it was very violent. The United
States had a much more violent labor history
than any other industrialized country, and it
was last to get these rights. [These rights]
have been on hold since about the 1950's
and, in the United States, actually reversed.
Starting from about the 1970’s there has
been what you can only call a “rollback”
going on. The effort has been to rollback the
whole thing and drive the society back to
what the dream always was; namely, that (the
US) would be a third world society at home
just as it is abroad. And that's exactly what's
been happening very dramatically in the last
fifteen years. The current goings-on in
Washington and in City Hall and Albany in
New York are just a part of it. They're an
acceleration of it. It's very much like structural
adjustment. All of these programs have very
standard features: market discipline for poor
people, plenty of privilege and power and
state subsidies for rich people—of course,
nobody believes in the market for themselves.

B: | want to ask you about a response
you gave fo one of the questions | asked you
after your lecture at NYU. You said that pres-
suring legislators through letter-writing and
whatnot does help, that it does make some
changes.

- & dtconplienpake o Jot ok shanges.

B i

B: OK, but the democrats have been cut-
ting social services for a long time also. You
see that with Mario Cuomo, he cut everything
with the excepfion of the cops. And they
aren’t proposing any real alternatives-

C: Well, make them do it. Either make
them do it or throw them out. That's the way
democracy works, you make them do it or
you throw them out.

-

L: But in our two-party system both par-

ties are beholden to the same interests.

C: Yes, they are, but that's because we
don’t do anything about it. Remember, there’s
one group that's fighting a bitter, unending,
self-conscious, class war..And if they're the
only.ones fighting it they’re going to run.the
.whole political system. It's pretty simple.

L: So, what are the best steps to take, -
voter regisiration drives, frying fo.get people . -

e

C: Everything. Everything is a step to
take. You organize people; you get them to
go on demonstrations; you get them to form
political clubs; you then get them fo beat on
the doors of their legislators and the editorial
offices; to set up their own newspapers; to
make a third party if that's necéssaty, actual-
ly, a second party would be more honest; you
form unions. It's all the right thing to do. All of
it is right. There are questions of tactics, : .
where you put your efforts. That you just
decide. That | can't tell you. But all of these
efforts are the right ones.

Look, if you were on the other side of the
barricades, sitting in some corporate board
room, and the question came up, “Where
should we put our efforts, controlling the
media, creating artificial wants through adver-

i 88 and efforts. You can put them into getting

= walso.think that taking.a walk throughuthew . wu
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tising so people get hooked, cutting down the -

mass fransport system?”’—the answer would

be everywhere, | . e =
L Hisforically, or at least within the last

century or so, what do you see as having

been the most successful student movement in

terms of affecting long-term-change, in help-

“ing fo create more lasting, democratic institu-

tions. What student movement could serve as
a model for students now?

——— i we wm my owe T —

C: There are no models, you have to
make up your own models. First of all, stu-
dents are a transitory group. They're not a
fixed social group. You go through your stu-
dent years. Furthermore, students are young,
so they're kind of marginal within the social
system. And they’re under a lot of pressure;
you've got to shape up or you might get
kicked out—like everybody else. Although stu-
dents happen to be a lot freer than eyery-
body else, freer than they'll ever be the rest of
their lives. There have been times when stu-
dents have done something with these privi-
leges. For example, during the 60's. Now, |
thought a lot of things that the student move-
ment did were completely crazy and destruc-
tive, including things like the Columbia
strike—and | got info a big argument with
them about that. But a lot of the things they
did were very important, and not just to
young people. They changed the country very
dramatically. I's just a very different country
from what it was, say, in the 1960's—and a
much more civilized one. And the same thing
happened right through the 80s, like with the
anti-apartheid campaign, a lot of them were
students. And, to a lesser extent, in the soli-
darity movements with Central America there
were some students involved. And it's the
same on issue after issue. [Students] just have
to decide where they want fo put their ener- _

ahead and becoming a corporate lawyer or
you can put them into rying to do something
decent about the world. Make your choice,
the same way you do in later life.

L: 1 think that's the shift that has to take
place, a shift away from seeing our scheol
years simply as a launching pad for a
career in big business or whatever. We
spend four, five, sometimes six years in col-
lege. That's a long time for something that
many of us view simply as a transitory
phase. Maybe if these cuts go through and
begin to really affect us, students will begin
to make the shift towards building up our
strength here at school in order to have
something in place that can affect change.

N QAT -

C: | would agree with that, but lwould. —. . -

N

streets of New York would make you think,

even without thé cuts. | mean, New York is

just-obscene, The contrast of super wealth

and misery, is so sharp in New York;you, -
just can't walk-thréughthe plaeewithouf - - ===
feeling disgusted, cuts or no cuts.

.
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The question people have to ask them- o —
selves is, Who am (2 What kind of a person
am 12 What kind of a world do | want to
live in2

L: But, realistically, if you lock around,
students and the general population don’t -
seem to be tremendously affected by it.

+ .
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C: That's because they don't see it. You |
can walk around and not see it. The first
thing you have to learn to do is look. Look
at what's in front of your eyes and ask your-
self, “Is that the kind of world | want to live
in2” “Is that the kind of person | want to
be?” | think very few people would say yes.

L: | agree. | think that we allow our-




selves fo be brainwashed into believing that

the people out there whe don't have jubs, B
who aren’t cleaning themselves and who '
are living on the sireet, are at fault for their
own circumstances; that they have the same
chance as everyone else in society but they
can't cut it. ] | =
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C: That's what's drilled into your head.
And it's not just about the people out on the
streets, it's also about the guys working.
They don't live like the people in the high-
rises, although they're working twice as
hard. That's what's drilled into your head,
but people should have enough indepen-
dence of mind to be able to resist that kind
of nonsense. | mean, look, if you went back
to the Soviet Union, people had a lot of
communist propaganda drilled into their
heads and a lot of people were affected,
but you didn't have to be.

L: | think we undergo a kind of anti-
communist propaganda which is very simi-
lar. Taxes being used for government pro-
grams that help people are seen as a move
towards socialism, communism and all the
things those systems are associated with.

C: Put yourself back in that corporate
board room and ask what you want people
to see and what you want people to
believe. What you want them not fo see is
private tyranny. What you want them to see
is big government. And if they’re unhappy
about things they should be unhappy about
government. Now, from the point of view of
the guy in the corporate board room, gov-
ernment is a good thing because it funnels
money to them. But it's also a dangerous
thing because, theoretically, the public
could get involved. Government is potential-
ly democratic; corporations are not, they’re
only tyrannical. So, naturally, they don't

zawant you.towsee=corporations-and-private~
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power. They want you fo see government.

And on this, there is no difference
between the two parties. If you read Bill
Clinton’s campaign literature, it's a joke.
They started off with their little book called,
Mandate For Change, which they were sell-
ing in drug stores and what not. The first
chapter of it is called ‘Entrepreneurial
Economics’ or something like that. It's about
how “we” (Clinton, Gore, etc.) are “new”
democrats, not the old-fashioned democ- '
= e wm e ¢ e e e rats, and how “we” are going to help '
“workers and their firms.” If you take a look
through that chapter, nothing about bosses,
investors, owners, managers, profits—thot’s
not there, just “workers and their firms”.

- e e They do mention entrepreneurs, which are
' the nice guys who come around everyone
—— once and a while to help the “workers and
- ) o 7 their firms.” This is just childish propaganda
Staliniststyle. But it's for democrats. And
nobody even pointed it out. That's the level
of brain washing in the educated popula-
tion. Just try fo find the word “profits” in the
mainstream press. When they want to say
"profits” what they say is “jobs”. So,
Clinton goes to Indcnesia and gets “jobs”
— —— for Americans; namely, a thirty-five billion —
dollar Exxon contract to develop an oil
field. {Sarcastically) This is going to create
a lot of jobs for Americans. It will create
profits for a few Americans but you're not
s ; allowed to say that.
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!hl; out foyou now, But when i'm sure that
‘got this i will send perhnps some of my
poems «ind other-writings ... Looking Yo hear
fr m you soon and hopefylly we kan work

| e future on more politikal.
and slruggle e,

Sistahs, Brothas, Faculty Memebas, &

_Everyday People

 ple s-all over this society. We kan
“only rock dnd change this system as

“ Yﬂsumethmg negt “that |ust:sta

when certain assboles got int

holes in government, 4 ¥

 "some of these leadership figures dis- *

m%mﬂ struggles-of oppressed peo-

one united voice whether-we dre in
prison or outside of prisons, But the

“struggles must be join on all fronts

lespecially} if we/you went to be
seffective in the fight back against
ﬂaese racist cuts!

(WBAl) the- whole time of the
demonstration and 1 kan kome up
with only one analysis; one konclu-

March ‘95

On behalf of Andrew Long of the stu-
dents government, | am able to forward you
this letter of solidarity, on behalf of my kom-
rades and many other New Afrikan prison-
"8f§ iy aifid Gutside'of the state of New York...

Firstof dll; “We Tove'youl” We in here
not only praise your efforts but we
whole-heartedly and unkompromisingly sup-
port you as well. There is no power on earth
‘that is:-more greater than the absolute power
of the people; the people will'soon feel their -
own power only if we/you keep the pressure
on and never letting up until the demands of
the people has been met..."we will winl”...

.

to speak ﬁﬁbhdy to assembly and fo commuiic
cate without impediments are inherent in n fhe
democratic process and must not be ab
this moment of intense need for pohhcul response.

Reports from*campuses include:

force in the arrests of Hunter
the moment of their disbanding”
(including threats of college disciplinary charges};

sion—and, thaf s, (the demonsira-
tions wasn't about education - it
wes about #lifel”)

Sistahs & brothas, you have all
intered into a stage where your lives
are at stake; the moment the pigs
vamped-down upon-you their wicket
intentions proved to inflict such an
“ iiijuFy upon you that you'd think
twice before you kome back out
there, en mass...But you must keep
the pressures on and let them know
that you will not submit peacefully
to their terroristic-and fascist tactics
because the people’s spirits are
greater than any racist governmen-
tal forces!

arrests-of peaceful demonstrators-from City —
College who were not, in fact, disrupting any col-
Jege.activities; o .

|

use of video cameras by university security fo
record demonstrators, protesters, and observers;

« « interference-with university e-mail of activists e

in the movement to fight the cuts;

unusual presence of security personnel
around the offices of faculty activists,

We are concerned that these incidents reflect

. -the lock-step guidelines that were issued. by.you v e

to the college presidents, requiring specific securi-
ty measures in responding to campus profest, We
urge the CUNY community to end this atmosphere
of intimidution cmd to  encourage rulher Ihun dis-

Sistahs & brothas, anytime a govern-
ment put more prisons beforé-education is a

. gov'tthat is Unjust and is a gov't that cares

i

nothing abott the of children and their fami-
lies...And, it is a gov't that is taking a back-
wards road to'internal death, and a people’s
revolution will ultimately sweep arcoss this
sick and fascist government!

Sistahs & brothas;, please, don't

Codlition page 12

Sistahs & brofhas, educahion 15
a basic human right, therfore, any.
government that take the people’s:
right'to education and to, too, a
future have simply kalled into ques-
tion, “A People’s right to a
 Revolution...

Power 1o the people

N.AP

survm:l‘of the institution.
Sincerely,

CUNY Coalition of Concerned Faculty and
Staff on behalf of all campuses
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° ° Another confribution of the book is its serious
The Dﬂ§ﬁ?@nﬁ"’ng Of CUNY and i.he attitude toward political organizing against this
e li . . o ' i_' . :_‘ISS?UH on living condi'tions and socioll services. ) -
L) LUIIE’CII)’ cl!lthbIZUS ine LUIilplelc
P”’ﬁg’ng @F ﬁ éew f @rk &d’iy by ne jE’Ci ? absence of any real democracy in New York
City’s and State’s political system. Indeed, Fitch
by Barry Lituchy rightly compares it to a Stalinist dictatorship.

(Barry J.liuchy is an adjunct instructor of hlstory at Brooklyn College) Power is overcentralized in the City imthe” —* ~ ~ N

. s hESe E Zn - . - —— e R et e ;MO.)L&L’ﬁ.qELqe apd, an_exttogrdinocynumber.of T 23
_highly important fiscal and economic political '
A review of Robert Fitch’s The Assassination of New York. (Verso, positions such as economic planning boards
1993 and development authorities are all appointed
). and have no binding authorities. The legislature

and virtually every other city and state elected

body have no real proportional representation.

The media are a vast propaganda machine-

owned by corporate giants. And politicians of

both parties are owned by their main contribu-

tors - most of them of the FIRE elite. Fitch is f

clear about the essentially identical functions of

the two capitalist parties. At a forum in

Brooklyn last year, Fitch %
!
1

On March 1st at a Brooklyn College rally, several speakers, including Brooklyn College President Vernon
Lattin, referred to the proposed Pataki-Giulliani budget cuts of CUNY as “insane.” Indeed, when one con-
siders the political agenda of the ruling elites of this country, there does seem to be a very fine line
between the rationality of their policies, and the irrationality of the human pain and injustice those poli-
cies produce. It raises an old question about the rationality of modern capitalism that goes back to the
early days of the industrial revolution: is capitalism a rational economic system?

While there may have been many miscalculations involved in their
implementation, there is no doubt that two world wars, fascism, environ-
mental destruction, racial oppression, imperialism, the C.L.A., and the
undermining of personal freedoms and privacy by the FBI, all were nec-
essary at one point or another for the preservation of the capitalist sys-
tem in the twentieth century. All of these were “rational” decisions
made by “our leaders” that, while we may rightly refer to them as bar-
barism, nevertheless expressed a certain necessary logic for the system
that produced them. Thus, while we may agree with those who shout
that the Pataki budget proposal for cutting $162 million dollars out of
the CUNY budget is “insane,” we should not make the mistake of blam-
ing this criminal action on a bout of temporary insanity, or on incompe-
tent policy makers.

characterized the
Democratic Party as being
“coterminous with the {
Mdfia.” Clearly, the City i
(like the country as a .
whole} is crying out for an ‘
independent third party 4
that could represent the
interests of working people
in their fightback against
budget cuts.

BookS
IN
REVIEUW

Fitch doesn’t begin and
end with analysis; he also
puts forth some concrete
proposals: a campaign for
the creation of one million
jobs, heavy taxafion on the
rich, the consfrction- of.....,
50,000 units of low
income housing per year,

o SRGORIZING the unorgo-
nized, including welfare
recipients. He cc\\s for

endlng the billj

Of course, Pataki’s plan is insane in terms of our interests. But from the
standpoint of the ruling, rich in this country, the dismantling of CUNY is
a perfectly sane, rational, and even necessary policy. And as we mobi-
lize thousands of students and workers to join us in our efforts to reverse
this brutal assault on the CUNY and SUNY system, we do our cause
well to set some time bsnde .at some point to study the historical, political
and economic origins of this ongoing campaign by the ruling class to
undermine the social programs and living standards of working people
in this country. The destruction of CLJNY gﬂd S

stood as partof a larger origoing eRort |
War era to do away with all social programs and institutions that do not

directly profit the banks and the richest elements of the capitalist class.

One of the first books we should put on our reading list for this purpose
is Robert Fitch’s The Assassination of New York (Verso, 1993). While
Fitch’s book has many serious limitations for those of us who would pre-
fer a systematic approach to understanding the connections between the destruction of CUNY and con-
temporary capitalism, his book does offer a brilliant contribution in regard. to one particular historical
aspect of the current fiscal “crisis” of New York City and State. Fitch’s book focuses on how New York's
fiscal policies and political system have been dominated by this city’s financial, insurance and real estate
capitalist elites for the past century, and how, in the process, they have pillaged the city’s resources and
driven the local economy into ruin. Fitch shows us that the history of city government in the'twentieth cen-
tury can be told as the story of how these financial, insurance and real estate moguls (whom he calls the
“FIRE” elites) have used the city and state government parasitically to exploit the people and resources of

estote speculators and
reimposing the stock
exchange tax (either one would end the CUNY
budget crisis overnight). He proposes a busi-
ness service tax, a tax on foreign banks, and

most importantly he calls for taxing the elite !
non-profit corporations in the city. Fitch tears i
off the mask of benign social altruism behind ;
which so-many of these “non-profit” or “non- .
governmental” organizations and foundations :

articulate the interests of the ruling class, control —

New York for enormous profits. —_ R

. oW 10U proms : N v W s, . —_ _. .o aodsubvert, gqv.ermem.mhqy and acadenia, . o - g
block progresswe sive policies and work closely with ;

wws = One way in which Fitch’s book is important reading for<those-of-us invelved-in working-out-an-overall
sirategy for fighting Pataki’s budget cuts, is that it shows how the two-party system serves the financial
d and real estate interests in the City, and how they work fogether to plunder the social services, economy
and living standards of working<lass New Yorkers. The decapitalization and deindustrialization of the ' )
these non-profit foundations pay no taxes, they
city's social services and economy, as well as its increasing impoverishment are, according to Fitch, the have an annual aaaredate budget of $32 bik
consequences of the government's turning over of New York’s entire economy to the city’s financial and lion (larger than l\?egw gork C“y?s) own 6% of o
’ ] T

real estate bosses. the city’s taxable property and pay their direc-
tors an average salary in excess of $175,000
per year. According fo Pataki'they should pay
no taxes, but CUNY students should pay an

"US foreign policy and fhé CTIA TS impose fhe
“New World Order” around the world (e.g.:
the sinister Soros Foundation). Meanwhile, as

Fitch details how the pillaging of New York by these financial and real estate inferests has created a
multi-dimensional urban pathology, extreme even by U.S. standards. Since-1989 the city has lost over

400,000 manufacturing jobs and the labor participation rate in New York has become the lowest of any extra $1000 a year tuition. Uh,huh
of the top 286 cities in the country. Even young white people here are in tﬁe labor force at a rate lower Y o
than super-exploited black youth are nationally. Industrial wages also are néw lower in New York than in Fitch's book reveals the rotten truth behind the

any major U.S. city while the cost of living is the highest. Not surprisingly,-one out of every four New
Yorkers is now dependent on some form of welfare. Affordable housing is not being built"— despite the
claims of the Koch and Dinkins administrations — while 60 million squcrefeef of office space (the size of
26 Empire State buildings) lies vacant. The city government borrows on Wall Street, offers tax abate-
ments to the same financial and real estate speculators who buy its bonds, .and then cuts city services
because of the resulting budget deficit. Meanwhile, Wall Street bond traders like billionaife George
Soros, who earned $850 million in 1993, pay virtually no taxes to the city. David Dinkins balanced the
city budget deficit by laying off 12,000 city workers and slashing every city agency except the police
(who are needed fo enforce this New World Order on the city’s population). But the lay-offs, like the olism For the rich. As Fitch sh the bud-
deficit itself, are artificially created by a government that is obliged to subsidize the building projects of soctalism for fe rich. As Tiich Shaws, e 508
get crisis was not caused by spending on social

the city's financial and real estate elites. programs, like education, welfare or Medicaid,
but rather by the city’s subordination fo finan-

much discussed budget crisis that Pataki, like
Cuomo before him, insists must be balanced on
the backs of working people: it is nothing less
than a deliberate fraud, an extortionary scheme
designed for taxing the poor fo give to the rich.
Essentially, the city and state budgets of New
York are an extraordinary scam devised by the
financial elite of this city to sustain a system of
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cial and real estate inferests for whom city officials
arranged generous, long term mortgages by borrow-
ing short term, high interests loans on Wall Street.
As incredible as this may seem, it is nevertheless the
real reason for the so-called budget crisis. Each |
year the city must pay banks and bond holders
approximately $2.6 billion in interest alone! This
shows what capitalist government in New York City

- - - -—iggll ghout — theft.r Every=penny in-uition increases
goes directly fo service thosebig fat intérest pay-

v e o« .TENSPaid G the banks. Every penny in tax rev-,

) enues taken out of city and™state aid to CUNY and

SUNY goes directly into the hands &f the coupon

clippers and bond traders on Wall Street.

It has been argued (even by Fitch himself) that
“Cancel the Debt” is not the best demand for saving
CUNY. This is true in cne sense because canceling
the debt would not necessarily save our educational

. institutions from attack by the rulifig elites who want
to destroy them more for political reasons than bud-
getary ones (after all, they serve working people, not
the rich). Nevertheless, the demand 'is still appropri-
ate. This is because it draws attention to the fact
that the whole rational for slashing the CUNY and
SUNY budgets is based on the very real financial
power that Wall Sfreet and its friends have over the
city’s and state’s finances, dnd the fact that CUNY
and SUNY are being scapegoated for a debt crisis
that was made on Wall-Street and skould be
returned there! We need fo be clear that the current
debt arrangement between the city and the banking
and Wall Street establishment is incompatible with
the well being of CUNY, public education, and just
about every other social program that benefits the
people and not the capijtalists.

One weakness to Fitch’s approach that needs men-
tion is his failure to place the story of New York’s
% budget crisis into a larger context that relates the
decisions made by New York's ruling rich to other
obijective economic factors external to the city’s econ-
omy, such as the d&cline’ oF The global capitalisi
economy since the early 1970’s and its growing
dependency on certain types of financial exchanges.
The current debt.crisis. A i

forces shaping global capitalist trends. Beginning
with the. overproduction crisis and the downward
trend in the rate of profit in the 1970, industrial
economies entered into a long and ever deepening
period of economic stagnation which led to deindus-
rialization, the shift of finance capital away from
economic development to financial speculation in
bonds and currency markets, and, of course, the spi-
raling downward pressure on wages, which has
been intensified by a number of other international
economic and political factors including the disman-
tling of the planned économies in the former

— Ne—

I

-
.

®

1’ lems — both its decapitalization and the wholesale
‘

- o

problem: the decline of the world capitalist system.
Fitch’s weakness is not that he fails to recognize
these connections, but rather that he adamantly and
perversely denies that there is such a connection.
The way Fitch likes to put it is that “the loss of eco-
nomic diversity” as a result of a “FIRE monoculture”
is the principal cause of New York’s economic prob-
lems. This is an overly one-sided definition of ten-
dencies that have occurred elsewhere and even in
other historical periods [e.g.: one could draw paral-
lels with the industrial decline of Britain as it grew
dependent on empire and the exporting of capital).

On the other hand, Fitch’s achievement is important
and worthy of our careful study. His work refocuses
‘& aftention on class imperdtives and the imporfance of

understanding specific ruling class decisions and
interests in shaping the institutions we live under. As
one speaker put it after hearing Fitch speak at a
forum in Brooklyn, “According to what you just
| said...capitalism isnt broken; it's working just the

4 way it's supposed to work.”  And that is the point:
| the system. isn't irrational, jjust unacceptable.

B e e Bk a2 NEGTMUNTSF cOUntries  [ideed, New York City's prob- *

B

= == ~ern~age.” Thecentralquestion: “Since;"in the’ modern era, the.masses have-entéréd ihe sfage of .

P

.. . Plunder_of iis resources — are really part of a_global . ..
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Benedetto Fontana, Hegemony and -

Power: On the Relation Between
Gramsci and Machiavelli

*
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Minnegpolis: 'llniv_ersﬁ’y c;f Minnesota *Press, 1993 .. . .

Tom Smith

“Material force can only be overthrown by material force,. but theory itself becomes a material
force when it has seized the masses. Theory is capable of seizing the masses when it demon-
strates ad hominem, and it demonstrates ad hominem as soon as it becomes radical. To be radi-
cal is o grasp things by the root. But for man the root is man himself, . . . the categorical imper-.
ative [is] to overthrow all those conditions in which man is an abased, enslaved, contemplible
being. . . .”

Karl Marx
“Introduction fo the Critique of Hegel’s Doctrine of the State,” 1843

Hinally finished reading a book I promised the author I'd read years ago when it was his disser-
tation: an old friend of mine from the CUNY Graduate School, Dr. Benedetto Fontana. The book,
entifled, Hegemony and Power: On the Relationship Between Gramsci and Machiavelli, is
absolutely brilliant as a piece of scholarly work. For those who have not tasted of the fruits of
these two historical thinkers, the topic, however, may seem somewhat arcane. But the themes of
the book have a great to deal to offer to active, democratic-thinking radicals. It wil appeal to
those vitally interested in the question of how “theory” might “grip the masses,” to become a force
for change within the rapidly decaying society in which we live today.

Antonio Gramsci was the leading intellectual light of the Italian Communist Party from its incep-
fion after the Bolshevik Revolution to Gramsci's arrest by Il Duce's fascists in 1926. Gramsci is
most famous for his singular contributions to Marxist political theory. His most important concept
was hegemonia: how ruling classes utilize politics and ideology to forge cooptative alliances with H
elements of the lower, “subaltern” classes, in order to provide the stability necessary for rule, to
form a “historical bloc.” Gramsci was concerned with how the working class could develop and
use their own political, ideological, and cultural institutions to forge a new, counterhegemony,

allied with the middle and peasant classes of ltaly, in ordet ta avertbrow the_bourgeoisie

Fontana’s work sheds light on a much-neglected source of Gramsci's thought. Most thinkers view
Gramsci merely as a clever adaptor. of Lenin’s work to ltalian conditions. Fontana shows how lit

who sought fo revitalize, from the ancient Roman Republic, ideals of an active political life, and
concepts of a politically effective morality. His aim was always to empower the ltalian people,
with a “Prince” at their head, to clean out the corruptions of the papacy and the aristocracy, and
to drive out the armies of other European powers, the “barbarians,” from Italian soil. Fontana
shows how Machiavelli, far from playing second fiddle to Lenin in Gramsci’s hagiography, even
enabled Gramsci to transcend the paternalist elements in Lenin’s thought.

‘.

As context for his andlysis, Fontana-presents an intellectual conflict running throughout the mod-

. histom; what-role-shouldhey-play?. Carrtheyhave the knowledge. o lead-are:are they properly

" doomed to the role of stage hands?_Is history-asplay-fo-the glory of elifes, orof everymen2’ On | :
oiig side of this historical debate are thinkers such as Mdchiavelli,"M&FRand Gramedi: thinkars ==
who posit, in Machiavelli’s words, a “new science” for conscience political action and self
emipowerménf b tHe Tass.~ Thése Winkars fended foward matarialism;~democracy;-and-praxis, -or
political activism. These intellectual Prometheans aimed to bring Truth, herefofore studied only in
the scholar’s chamber, and pursued for the sake of the aristocrats’ pleasure and selfglorification,
down tothe level of the mass, where it"cotld Be used by the"nidss 16 Tadiédlly framstorm sociely.
On the other side, against these thinkers, Fontana pairs Machiavelli off against Guicciardini,
Marx against Hegel, Gramsci against Croce {who attempted sleightof-handedly, it would seem
from Fontana’s account to transform Machiavelli into his elitist rival, Guicciardini, and thus ignore
Machiavelli’s decidedly populist, activist stance).

*

These latter antagonists were idealist and elifist. They posited Knowledge Entities, independent
from and above ordinary mortals and their sordid everyday lives: Truth or the Absolute Idea, or
Spifif. “TRoUghF fioughi Tiself, Tsihg these Gredt Thirkers to think Its Great Thoughts. Throughout
the whole process, the Thinker need never leave His armchair: why would he have cause to thus
sully himself out in the dirty streei? Knowledge not only absolved elites from responsibility for the
masses’ welfare, it also mystically imparted to them a superior morality, which made their rule
always and everywhere benevolent. .

Many students of Gramsci, especidlly the Althusserians and the post-structuralists like Laclau and
Mouffe, have, ironically enough, attempted to read Gramsci as a “pure scholar” of the State and
of Ideology, as if Gramsci numbered himself among these idedalists, in quest of essentialist Truths.
Though they~do accept that Gramsci tinderstood the State and Ideology as the
products of “social practices,” the Althusserians reify these institutions and prac-
fices, so as fo become removed from any. capability of ordinary human beings to
revolutionize them. Tharikfully, Fontana refocuses Gramsci scholarship on-
Gramsci's real goal, to which his study-of the State and of ideology was com-

Continved on
page 12
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Benedetto
Fontana,
Hegemony and

Power - .-

pletely subordinate. Gramsci’s
Continued goal was to theorize about popu-
from 1 lar education for empowerment.
Hegemony, therefore, is not just
the science of how the ruling class
rules, but how the masses can attain for them-
selves the science of rule and thus overthrow the
bourgeoisie. For this process fo occur, however,
our very concept of knowledge itself must
change. Heretofore, it has been delusional, and
private. To become revolutionary, it must
become public, and realistic.

The knowledge of rule is inextricably involved in
social relationships. As Marx understood, the
proletarian must understand these relationships in
order fo rule. The social “conditions” of modern
impoverishment and misery must be “made to
dance to their own tune.” Once in possession of
the knowledge of social conditions, the proletari-
at will understand not only the fact that we are
being exploited, but also our real power fo con-
trol our labor and thus the economy and society
itself.

According to Fontana’s Gramsci, elite knowl-
edge is preconditioned upon a denial of these
social relationships. In the first place, elites must
convince themselves, for the sake of their own
morale, of a fundamentally narcissistic fantasy:
that they exist alone at the center of the universe.

= “Theymustdeny-to-themselvasthe sssentiat fact of-

their existence: that-their very existence is-predi-
cated upon the exploitation of the “dangerous”
classes. In addition, they must hide from them-
selves, as well as from the subalterns, the fact
that their class rule is crisisbound, and will lead
to barbarism if it is not overthrown. "For both
these reasons, then, elite knowledge is delusion-
al.

In the second place, elites use their knowledge
to awethe subdlterns intd sibmission. Snobbéry
and exclusion are not just the side effects of elite
knowledge, as elites would have us believe
—when, for example, thinkers from Plato down
to T.S. Eliot assure us of the necessity of a
leisured class and a class of pure manual labor-
ers for the sake of the “disinterested” pursuit of
knowledge. For the godl of idealists is not really
knowledge; instead, it is to make-the subaltern
classes feel inferior, because they are “ignorant.”
Elite knowledge must therefore be both private,
ond fundamentally of the nature of o collective
delusion. It must therefore, uliimately, take on dll
the characteristics of a dogma, which must be
constantly defended against the “corruptions” of
the barbarians waiting at the gates.

Contemporary examples from the ruling class
obound. The Social Darwinism of The Bell
Curve, Chancellor Ann Reynolds, Mario Cuomo,
Newt Gingrich, Giuliani, et dlii, all pronounce
that lack of economic opportunity does not mean

.that “we"” cannot conclude from poor 1Q scores

{from tests which “we"” devise) that education is
waslad on the poor. But Fontana finds another
example of this elitist view of knowledge solidly
within the Left itself. Instead of placing Lenin
solidly in the camp of Machiavelli, Marx, and
Gramsci, Fontana places him, along with both
his teacher and his gdversary, Kautsky, in
between the two camps. While Lenin and
Kautsky were both committed emotionally to the
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prolétariat, the theory of knowledge which they
shared, the theory that socialist consciousness
must be brought fo the proletariat “from outside,”
by intellectuals always lent to their thought an
undialectial and elitist direction. As with
Guicciardini, Hegel, and Croce, knowledge
becomes the res privatas of the party, deliberate-
ly segregated from the experience of the prole-

_ Jariat, experience which can lead only to “trade-

Union” consciousness. | havé alwlyStHought this
about Lenin and Kautsky, and though I'm not sure
that any direct textual evidence can be found, |
was delighted to see Fontana discussing it as per-
haps a covert subtext of Gramscils work. There
was always a fension between Gramsci's stress
on a dialectical intereraction between leaders
and the mass, and Lenin’s and Kautsky’s fetishism
of the Party. And there is much food for thought
here about how the doctrinaire Left over the last
seven decades have accomplished o self-fulfilling
prophesy, by first accepting elitist concepts of
knowledge, and then wondering why their doctri-
naire educational methods, which were never
designed fo really educate anyone anyway,
never worked!

To overthrow the ruling class, the knowledge of
rule must be known to all: it must be public. It
must also not delude, but enlighten: therefore, it
must be realistic. It must concern the possibilities
for people to rule their own, everyday, dirty-
street-and-factory lives in order to improve them.
And it must be fransmitted toall. Proletarian
hegemony consists of this realistic knowledge of
rule, knowledge known by the masses. How can
intellectuals guide the process of hegemony, to
ensure that it comes about?

It is to answer this question that Gramsci,
according to Fontana, turns to Machiavelli.
Machiavelli provides two very special keys. The
first was his rebellion against the moralism and
otherworldliness of Christianity, which he knew

on ltalian soil. But by merely preaching against .
this society, one simply reproduced its paternalis-

tic, dominative pattern. The method of education

had to contain within.its very structure the egali-

tarian relations it sought to inspire. Thus only

dialogue contained the antidote necessary to dis-

solve away the corruptions of ltalian society.

Accarding.to Fontana, Gramsci_applies
Machiavelli’s tiedry’ 6f fepublican dlologue to s
own conception of socialist education. To pit
one’s own dogma, and dogmatic teaching meth-
ods, against that of the far better financially
heeled and sironger bourgeoisie, was, in
Gramsci’s opinion, foolhardy. The new knowl- v e
edge the proletariat would need to involve the
proletarian in the process of his own education.
Mere attention to teaching was not enough:
learning, as a process, was far more important.
In addition, the task of the teacher was not to
invest knowledge info student as one makes a
(private] deposit in a bank, knowledge already
and exclusively acquired by the teacher in
school. The task instead fo raise the conscious-
ness of the worker-student, who already knew, in
the concrete, what he needed to know about
capitalism, production, society, and life, to the
level of generalizable propositions, to the level of
knowledge. As Marx said, what is needed is to
“make the conditions dance to their own tune.”
Thus, to ensure that learning, rather than simply
the teacher’s own ego, grew, teachers and stu-
dents in the process of proletarian education
must approach each other as equals. Political
education must be itself political, involving the
conflict and freedom of debate, not just absorp-
tion.

- e s—

One criticism must be noted of Fontana’s book
and that is that he only focuses upon Gramsci’s

implicitcriticism eninist and Stalinist views
on the party, without examining the

which Gramsci publically and ulimately adhered ™™~

i

Keptr men doclie, and accepting foward the real

To the Leninist modél. VWhile Gramsci atways =

and immorak-treacheries -of-the YalicaRmmmm.sms. < 5w wmwm-pushed.against its. limitations, he did not only

o #

Machiavelli’s “new science” measured political

action practically, by its effects, not by what was

desired by the Vatican's fiction, “God,” or sanc: Juxemburg. quite explici iist= _~—
tioned by oufworn traditions. While Gramsci did = = = =~ Stalintst “ideckmpkaer totalitarian one—parfy state.

not accept Machiavelli’s implication that the ends
justify the means, he did accept that “he who
wills the ends wills the means,” that to do good
in this world, the prophet must be “armed”
against the hypocrites who would manipulate

™ ‘and desirdy us. "Machiavelli’s distinction between-

the old moralism and the new science of politics
is the source of Gramsci’s distinction between
“tradtitional” intellectuals, with their private, elit
ist, esoteric, traditional knowledge, and “organ-
ic” intellectuals; who act as the bearers of a new

and practical hegemony.

The second confribution Machiavelli makestoa - -
theory of revolutionary popular education is
found in his dialogue, “The Art of War.” It is not
so much the content, as the dialogical form itself,
that Gramsci finds valuable in this work: the atti-
tude of the participants that they will find the
Truth, not in some dogma they have hatched out
in private, but “through” each other. In the dic-
logue “I find the truth through you; you through

e.” This, for Gramsci, contains in embryo a
dialectical theory of knowledge and of educo-
tion. For Gramsci, proletarian hegemony is built,
not through purity of theory and indoctrination,
but through dialogue.

Remember the old saying, “You can't fight fire
with fire2” Machiavelli saw, all around him, rela-
tions of tyranny and corruption, as if society had
been transformed into one giant paterfamilias: a
family in which one person, the patriarch, speaks
authoritatively, and cruelly, while the rest serve
Him and are silent. Such relaiions were com-
pletely antithetical to the republican society -
Machiavelli wished to see once again take root

accept its, | would say positive, concern with -

building a party of |ecdersh|p He also, unlike

PRGNS TR
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After the failure of the strike movement at Turin
and the rise of fascism, Gramsci’s explicit concep-
tion of the party itself was hierarchical, a la, not™
only Lenin, but Sorel. In Gramsci's party a small,
permanent, cooptative and selfselecting group
would lead, a Iwer belt of middle infellectuals
would transmit this elite’s ideas, and the rank and po
file would receive them. Of course, Gramsci,

against Bordiga, urged upon the leadership of the

ltalian Communist Party the will to learn from the

masses [aslenin did with+he Bolsheviks). But =
Gramsci never seemed to understand, any more
than did Lenin, how the formal political relatichs
of hierarchy withindhe Rarty.would tend-o defeat~
any such willoequality. It would seem that here,
too, inside the Parly, the superior knowledge of
elites imparts to them a willlobenevolence which
makes a reevaluation of political relations unnec-
cessary. We the living certainly ought to point up
the contradictions herein, and champion the liber-
atory Gramsci against the totalifarian one. But it
does us no good to ignore this totalitarian side.

Fontana’s work really highlights the role of
Gramsci in the long fradition of dialogical educa-
tion, beginning with Machiavelli, and continuing
on, in our own day, in the work of Reich and
Freire. He also makes Gramsci a potent critic of
current fallacies of the Left, most of which is now
enmeshed in the quest for pure politically correct
thoughts and thrilled by every latest frend in the
solipsistic and invidious politics of identity.
Fontana’s Gramsci shows the necessity and the
strategy for integration of our forces, through falk-
ing and working together. All in all, an excellent
work for both scholars and activists, worth check-
ing out.




GSUC Hires New Compurer
Direcior

R. Hollander

After twelve months of interim stewardship, and six years of absentee leadership,
the Graduate Center finally has a new computer director. James Haggard is coming
to us from the Columbia Business School where he was the director of their comput-
er facilities.

The Computer Center he’s coming to is in the midst of reorganization. Until this
year, computer facilities at the GSUC were divided between the Computer Center in
the purview of the chief academic officer, Provost Marshall, and Educational
Resources and Telecommunications which are the purview of the chief administrative
officer, Vice President Kohan. According to our departing acting interim computer
director, Joan Sheridan, the academic and administrative sides conducted a political
battle over control of computer services until a compromise was reached last semes-
fer. It was then decided that telecommunications (phones) could not be kept sepa-
rate from datacommunications (computers) and should be subordinated to it.

This is the trend both in other universities and in the private sector. Unfortunately, it
means that the telecommunications director, who used to report directly to the VP
and will now be reporting to the Computer Director ot one further remove from the
Provost, will not be implementing the upgrade the phone system so desperately
needs (anyone who has tried to call the GSUC and had to wait a minute or more
for a connection knows just how desperately it is needed).

The division of telecon{nunicotions and datacommunications has left a legacy of
inequities both in personnel and in hardware. The people in Ed Resources, for
example, are relatively low in the hierarchy although they are high in both skills and
service. They are a preferred source of computer support among the administrative
staff, yet they have the least voice in policy. Since they are in charge of the MACs
in the Computer Center, and the Computer Center’s orientation has historically
favored IBM support, it is not surprising that the MAC system is outmoded. Both the
MACs and the personnel that service them have yet to be given the respect they

University Faculiy
Senate Holds ~
Hearingon - - -
Research

Foundation

R. Hollander

On March 28th the University Faculty Senate,
the CUNY-wide faculty representative body,
held an open hearing on the Research
Foundation, the CUNY organization which
diercts most of the special funding for research
at CUNY, including major funding for the sci-
ences and social sciences. Written statements
were read by faculty primarly from Hunter and
Brooklyn Colleges. Faculty statements from
Queens, City and Bronx Community Colleges
were dlso read.

The sharpest crificism focussed on difficulties
in dealing with the RF’s central office. Every
campus has a research office — the office of
Sponsored Research at the Graduate Center is
our local arm of the Research Foundation, for
example. These local offices were acknowl-
edged to be helpful and efficient. The central
office, however, seems to be the source of frus-
trating delays and obfuscating confusions in
transactions. Crucial poeple in the central office
are hard to reach, do not return calls, lose

need and deserve— —

Things will be improving with our new
director. Already he has pried
$25,000.00 from 80th Street for new
training labs for Windows Gpphicaisn
His immediate focus will be on trying to
enhance communications and integration
between the GSUC and other campuses
as well as within the Grad Center. He is
also working with Susan Newman, Chief
Librarian, on a plan to bring computer
hardware down into the Mina Rees
Library to turn the carrels into work sta-
tions, expanding the library as a study
facility. They are considering having a
‘brown-bag lunch’ to discuss these plans

important documents, and are generally dis-

courteous, unrespon-
sive, or incompetent.
In addition, the cen-

, raLofﬁc&lsJ’)ousedunm
an expensive midrown

locale, making its
existence an added
burden to the

research funding struc-
ture.

Frustrating, undue
delays seem to be the
cause of greatest con-
cern, Outside contrac-
tors have aban-

with the student population.

donned CUNY

Students should be aware that as an
administrator, the computer director will
have input from the administration on a
daily basis. Input from students is much
harder to come by — it must be solicited,

Monduy, 'Sune t@ 2 00 noon, Room 30

-because of-thesg=—=<r=x + = =+ -
bureaucratic delays.
> Styderits haye all mgp-
ner of horror stories to
tell about delays in
paychecks or benefit

and the task of soliciting input can be
daunting. Haggard has made clear to
the Advocate that his “door is open to
students.” At Columbia, he says, stu-
dents felt free to approach him with their
questions and needs. Here he finds stu-
dents surprisingly reticent. The only other
structural input from students comes
through the Graduate Council’'s Computer
Committee, with three students (and four
faculty members), and the Technology
Task Force with just one student member.
It may be time for the Doctoral Students’
Council to develop a computer committee
of its own. In any case, these committees
are usually stacked with the computer-ini-
tiated. The common user’s is a voice not
often heard through these channels. If
you don’t go and speak your mind to our
new director, it is unlikely that anyone
else will speak it for you. He's there, he's
accessible, and he needs to hear from
you.

payments. Blome is
consistently placed on

VAXiInternet Workshop (u" day)
ThursdaySluned1 489 200 0:m:=4:00, p.m"?

P ialing In ard Transferring Files
e 12, 1:00 p.m., Room 301

the central office. E‘m

Interestingly, none
of the research offices
here at the Graduate
Center seemed fo
know that the hearing
was taking place. The
Advocate was
, informed of the hear-
$5.00 deposit Registration Hours Room ing by an offcampus
check or ¢ash 9:00 d.m. = 5100 p.m. {M-F) 308 source in fime fo

check only 10:00 a.m. - 9:45 p.m. (M-F) 300
10:00 c.m. = 5:45 p.m. (Sat.) 300 attend.

$5.O‘Q:Frégifst‘rc‘ﬁ‘iof‘1’VvFé’eﬁi-s required for:all w'otrksbhons’ér sehincﬁzlls‘ovffered by the Cvomhpu'tér 7

+ Center.. The fee will be; refonded to-all who attend at the-end of the workshop of if the workshop
is cancelled. No telephone, mail, or e-mail will be accepted.” Five registranits are required to
hold & workshop. You may call 642-2711 the day before the workshop to see if it will be held.

Please bring your vdlid Graduate Center ID when you register and at the workshop.

Please make check payable to “CUNY Graduate School”.

Workshop descriptions may be picked up in the Mail User Area {Room 300).
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their HEO assistants and buildings and grounds.

1 e el ﬁ' 5 IeNGr y o Fre Jh
Held on Thursday, April 27 at 5:30pm in room BM10.
The minutes from this meeting follow:

2] in attendance [quorum=19)
1. Andrew Long reported on the President’s decision to accept the SUNY School of

Optometry at-the Graduate Center in exchange for a speedy-move into-the -Altmans-build- -

ing. A committee was formed (Alan Moore Art Hist., Chris McCarthy Math, G. Ganter
Engl., Jenny Rich Engl., volunteers) to consider the proposed move to the Altmans building
and the issues of space involved. Council also approved by acclaim the following resolu-
tion:

Whereas the decision to bring the SUNY School of Optometry to the Graduate Center was
made without the consultation or approval of the Graduate Center community and

Whereas neither the student body at large nor its representatives on the Doctoral
Students’ Council have been consulted on the advisability of sharing the Graduate Center’s
limited space with the SUNY School of Optometry and

Whereas the DSC requested in September of 1994 that the President
consult with students regarding the impending move of the Graduate
Center out of its present location and we have not yet been consulted
and

Whereas previous recommendations to house programs from other
schools have been submitted for approval by the Graduate Council,

Be it hereby resolved that the Doctoral Students’ Council protests the
President’s unilateral decision to house the SUNY School of Optometry
at the Graduate Center.

This resolution will be presented to the Executive Committee of the
Graduate Council for the purpose of placing the matter on the
Graduate Council’s agenda for May.

2. Wayne VanSertima reported that the College Work Study Task
Force’s recommendation to shift from hourly wages to salaries was
intended to allow EOs to assign work art the rate of $25/hr without
having to mention figures which might be subject to Federal audit. He
noted the lack of any mention of the $25/hr motivation in the CWS
Task Force’s recommendation to Moreland. Robert Hollander reported
on the compromise made between local and central Financial Aid
offices. The compromise proposal allows salaries for, pesitions which —-
had been offered at $25/hr prior to Moreland’s recommendation to
reduce them all to $12/hr. Those which had been previously been offered at $12/hr will
remain at that rdte. The compromise proposal returns the Gradudte Tenter To The prévidus
situation of a double pay scale. Council passed by acclamation the following motion:

Whereas the compromise proposal accepted by the Graduate Center regarding College
Work Study does not fully reflect the recommendatign. of the Task Force and...

Whereas the compromise proposal was negohufecl between two offices hostile to the rec-

e m o mes

ommendation ——

Be it hereby resolved that the Doctoral Students’ Council deplores the process and the out-
come of the College Work Study negotiations between our office of Financial Aid and the
Central Office of Financial Aid.

3. -EOUHC” dlscussed the foramchon of the o
retrenchment committee and passed by acclama-

DOCTORAL
STUDENTS
COUNCIL | =
REPORT

e ——

= o eses i SRS e mm

and who will all eventually be replaced by these outsiders.
yea, | nea, | absiain-

Whereas the University is being forced to accept a restructur-
ing harmful to it and fo its integrity and, under these justly __
provoking circumstances, faculty and students cannot be
expected to accede without protest to the dismantling of the
University by ifs enemies and

Whereas the introduction of a police-trained security feam
will have a chilling effect on the exercise of first amendment
rights especially in light of the recent arrests and surveillances
of faculty and students including the photographing of student
and faculty activists and

Whereas the Graduate Center in particular has benefited by
the service of its current security team and also benefited by
having local control over hiring for that team and the local
accountability of that team and greatly benefited by the amica-
ble relations and open communications with that team and

Whereas social relations will be
coarsened by interaction with
officers carrying weapons over
and above intelligence and the
ability to communicate and rea-
son

Be it hereby resolved that the
Doctoral Students’.Council
protests the introduction of
peace officers” on our campus

Be it further resolved that the
Doctoral Students’ Council rec-
ommends that the additional
money that is to be spent on
these peuce ofﬁcers” for the

istration at 80th Street '

and Albany from our resistance
to their efforts to undermine our
mmm o~ e weme—education be rather spent on
extending hours of the current security team for the purpose ot
keeping the Graduate Center open longer hours, which.will
genuinely benefit the legitimate users of the Gradugte Cermor=~~

5. Robert Hollander presented a request from the CUNY
Codlition against the Budget Cuts for $2,200.00 ($1,000 for

the stageand sound system for. March, 23rd at City Hall;, L TTTmen
$1,000 for a Coalition Press; $200 for bulthorns for Graduote

Center yse). Request opprovgd ungnim ousl ——
6. Michael Gdldfarb requested $1;000.00 for the journal —

Conference. Request approved unanimously.

7. Elliot Weininger presented a request for $1,000.00 for
Found-Obiect.-Request approved unani- «- - . e
mously.

tion the molien-to recommend tothe-Presideat. — .

8. RobermHollander prasented the infor=-— —=-

and to the Committeethat * oo ]

: E "r'-L,. AUSEMYOEEMODERNTART=

- i S B B R

.- mahon.requested by.the February plenary. ..

& 55 s SR TT—

a) no academic programs or faculty be moved,
compromised, or touched in any way by

regarding the projected cost of subsidizing
testing through the Nurse Practitioner. The

DSC will negotiate a 90% subsidy of tests

b} retrenchment affect only administrators and

4. Andrew reported the news of the impending
arrival of campus NYPD trained “peace officers”
to-replace our current security team. The
Orwellianly named “SAFE” team (the same folks
who arrested the 43 hunger strikers peacefully
protesting the budget cuts at City College) will
arrive in June. These are “peace officers” who tive)
carry pepper gas and are trained by the NYPD
in “crowd control.” From our perspective it is not
only unnecessary but a waste of money in a fime
of finiancial crisis. Their presence will also be
intimidating to students who might want to assem-
ble peaceably and exercise their first amendment
rights on campus. Most of all it is a gross injus-
tice to our current team of guards who have
served the GSUC admirably and well for years
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tYes! IAWalid|CUNYiGraduate Genter; IDywill 'get;you

acces to MoMA free of charge,
So you have no excuse to miss

KANDINSKY: COMPOSITIONS
through April 25
MAX BECKMANN PRINTS
through May 9
" BRUCE NAUMAN: INSIDE/OUT {muliimedia retrospec-

" “Withthe provision™thatthe” NP may" refuse
to administer tests she may deem unneces-

sary. The DSC will allocate, $6,000.00.. . .
dollars for subsidized festing. The program

will be subject to ongoing regular review.
Subsidies will be effective immediately

pending negotiations. Passed 9 yea, 1

nea, 1 abstaining.

any-day, any time.

Meeting adjourned at 8:00pm.

through May 23
SEMBLANCES (prints from the ‘70s fo the present)
through May 9
AMERICAN SCULPTORS: THE 1960 s (selected draw-
ings from the collection)

through June 13

How come you didn't know _dbout free access to
MoMAZ You didn’t-ask at the DSC office, that's how
come. The DSC: information, services, advocacy.
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we would have to ask on what basis. One
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duce evidence for the benefits of having a hetero couple

thina, | think, we have to be careful notto

o
The subject of domestic partnership also

e - J00Oge is, | think, a_dapgerous mave, The percentageof childeen

The Real Issve
Continved from 3,
column 2

presuppose is that the very idea of “inclu-
sivity” constitutes a legal right. If it were,
privileges could be claimed for all kinds of
insidious groups, whether racist, sexist, fas-
cist, anarchist, supremacist — the list of
danhgers is too long to recount. Of course |
don't envy those who have to make the tough decisions about
whom to “include” or “exclude” when it comes to privileges or pro-
grams, but the lines have to be drawn somewhere — hopefully
with sensitivity and discretion.

| hope'l speak for everyone when | say we are all deeply con-
cerned about the lives of AIDS victims and we all want to see them
get the kind of loving care they deserve. However, in matters of
public policy, the hard cases, the exceptions, do not make the best
precedents. With concern for our students, CUNY justly mandated
coverage for pre-existing conditions; but it was the plight of one
and only one graduate student’s domestic partner which precipitat-
ed the re-negotiation of a much-foughtfor GHI contract. [NB — Thé
push to consider domestic partnerships came from a concerted
effort on the part of QUNY, the Graduate Center’s queer student
organization. It did not come from any specific case or personal
interest. —Ed.] It is unlikely that GHI will grant coverage for both
pre-existing care and domestic partners — and certainly not at the
current rates. We just can't afford to put the vast majority of stu-
dents on edge about health care. Neither do I think this is the
appropriate opportunity to make a political statement about our pri-
vate lives.

This does not mean that someone’s néeds will be ignored.
According to federal and state law, no one will suffer from AIDS
without some kind of health care, even if Medicaid is obtained as
a last resort. May | add to this depressing subject a positive sug-
gestion? | would propose the creation of a new student fund for
AIDS patients, based on voluntary confributions and advertised on
our student bill in a manner resembling the way in which the IRS
promotes the Presidential Election Campaign. A student commitiee,
elected by the body, would be responsible for allocating the funds
for critical primary care and/or boosting

motale among those suffering.

calls to mind the truism that for every gain

there is a corresponding loss. With a

rather dismal economic future on our hori-

zon, and at a time when our tax base can ) barely sustain our wel-

efters

. _ fnr n.-.m.-.h Tr tha .-A-;.....‘. :....u ask Eraud and-the
Naturalized Sex pchents of his many schools oF followers. On the other
Continued from 3, hand, evidence that hetero couples are statistically more

column 3 likely to be bad or abusive parents is easy to come by.

A homo pair, after all, must endure a careful screening

process or a custody procedure before becoming homo

parents. Hefero parents are subjected either to litile
screening, or, if they breed their own brood, none-at all=So it is not surprising that
the percentage of hetero abusers among hetero parents is higher than that of
homo among homo.’In any tase, there are many ways to bring up children —
extended families, grandparents, older siblings, kibutzstyle, wolves — and who is
to say which is bést? I'd choose grandparénts (wolves might have been fun too),
and think mother/father-parents a disaster. But in the absence of reliable study, all
such claims are mere nostalgia — hardly evidence for a claim to scientific knowl-
edge.

It should also be pointed out that queer couples do not violate the natural moral
law. According to that law, if | understand this strange concept at all, we must
value some heterosexual conduct in the past (the future no longer requires this,
since we can accomplish the fask artificially) if we value our lives. (Note though
that species extinction is also a natural process — unless Steve thinks that the
dinosaurs died out because they were too fem.)

That our species inferest requires heterosex in no way entails that homosex should
be condemned. The ‘natural’ law requires only that not all sex be homosex.
Besides, a determinist would claim that homosex in the past played as crucial a
role for our presence.

Suppose we valued all sexual behavior. Heterosex would be included and the nat-
ural law fulfilled. So the natural law demands that we countenance sexual behav-
ior, specifically heterosex, but it does not remotely suggest that other forms of sex
are wrong. For the natural moral law, other forms of sex are simply superfluous
fun. Something wrong with fun, Steve?

| think fun should be part of family life. Also information, tolerance, and fairness. |
think it not very fair that only some children should-be encouraged to have their
fun and others, simply because they aren’t necessary to the propagation of the
race, denied fun. What kind of god would dispense fun on such practical
grounds, while denying to homosexuals the practical ability
to propagate their own? Not a very clearthinking god. Not
a god who knew how to plan things out right or made the
effort fo plan carefully. Those who believe that the argument
from design is a good one surely should advocate for gay
rights. Or they should condemn homosexuals as outright
demons militating against and not belonging to god's plan. That's where Steve

fare progroms and refired citizens, mkmg incentives a away from

slioul'a IERG l“S sk’mﬂ.'ﬁut

ven calls-only Tor the condemnation of thé acts, not
the actors. He claims the Church requires compassion for homosexuals, so |

born to uncommitted couples in social welfare recipients is already
astonishing, and, with the inhumane reduction in social services,
conditions will only get worse. Financial impoverishment will be the
catalyst for increased abortions and familial abandonment. This
will, in the long.tun, not only cost us more but it will cause a great
tide of resentment against a government which did not make it any
easier for committed couples to form stable family units and stay
together.

There are other considerations. Although | don’t have the stats on
hand, | do know that domestic partners are in a substantially high-
er income bracket {unfortunately, graduate students excepted!).
Then there are all those knotty problems which will inevitably arise
from the large numbers of those who will jump on the bandwagon
for “selfinterest,” falsely documenting themselves as domestic part-
ners for the economic advantages (Isn’t it hard enough to keep up
with the fraudulently married?).

| find an interesting, topical parallel with the “common good” -
“self-interest” conflict in the Republican Contract with (on2) America
and the recent Personal Responsibility Act (HR 1214). So many
people have been sold on a platform of tax cuts — a benefit which
seems “inclusive” of practically everyone, right2 But the fact is,
after we count the great cost to our educational institutions and
vital social programs, we find the greatest benefit given to a very
small margin — a 50% cut in the capital gains tax rate and index-
ation of capital gains to inflation. This means an aftertax profit of
as much as 180 - 200 billion for less than 1% of the population,
two-thirds of which represent wage earners over $200,000.

This brings me to the subject of representation. If we want to call

ourselves democratic, we must (after we listen attentively to the con-

cerns of special interest groups) consider the “general will” of our

bodies politic and inquire how to mcorporcte that “will” into our

honest assessment of what constitutes the “common good.” |, for

one, am not convinced that the representative bodies have digest-
ed the variety of opinions or the will of a large number of con-

stituents, wiether we're talking about CUNY students or the' democ-

ratic party. Had we listened more attentively to the softer voices, |
think we would have been able to avoid the reactionary impetus
which put the power of reform into a few “self-interested” hands,
hands which are clearly opposed to the “general welfare.”

[This letter was submitted anonymously.—Ed.]

assume he, and the Church, if he is right about Church doctrine, must abandon or
deny the argument from design.

Two final points: queer activists do not, of course, agitate for universal homosexual-
ity. Nor do they argue for the elimination of all heterosex or heterosexyals. They _ .
do advocate the elimination of intolerance towards fags. Hetero activists, on the

other hand, demand the condemnation of all homos and/or all homosex. I's toler-
ance versus intolerance, not homosex versus heterosex. Since homosex does not
encroach on heferosex, why persecute us?

Lastly, the ‘natural’ moral law seems to me to obscure what is really ot stake in the
natural. The folk biological argument from propagation of the race is a rational
empirical one based on observation of nature and the assumption that life is a
good. What about the truly {and more purely) natural argument based on natural
feelings and not on rationality? Why should it be that |, as a child, felt public het-
ero behavior (like kissing} to be unnatural and shocking? Note that our society fos-
ters a sense of the naturalness of same-sex nudity — in the lockerroom, for exam-
ple — and discourages public crosssex nudity. The very natural and thoroughly
irrational feeling of shame or modesty seems fo me, at least, to encourage the
notion that homosex is the more natural of the two types of sexual relation.
Homosex does not require the overstepping of social and personal feelings of dis-
comfort before the opposite sex. | think I'd feel embarrassed naked in a women'’s
lockerroom, though | can'’t speak for-all of what a straight male would feel. On the
other hand, having sex with the naked men in the lockerroom seems to me most
perfectly natural, as natural as their nakedness (if nakedness is natural). It's surpris-
ing fo me that not every male feels that way. It makes me wonder what their prob-
lem is. (It's their heterosexudlity, of course.)

That's not the only reason | think homosex more\natural than heterosex. It seems to
me that men know better how to please each other since they know best how to
please themselves; and the same must be true of women. My experience with oral
sex tells me that the opposite gender can only approximate through skill what for
the like-gendered is direct intellectual intuition regarding method. Consider a fact
that my straight-friends"have informed me of in describing their self-stimulating
experiments and preferences: the prostate gland, which controls male orgasm, is
placed such that it can be directly stimulated only through anal penetration. There’s
a piece of ‘anatomy that makes you wonder!

The argument from nature Steve presents accords with the bio-  Confinued on
logical story of how we got here. It doesn’t accord with how we page 16
got to feel the way we do about each other and ourselves,
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Letters

including not only the feel-

ings of homodesire that
Continued from 15, some of us have by nature

column 3 but also the wide-spread

{among heteros.too) feel-

ings of shame or modesty

before the opposite sex.
And these are just as much a part of nature — so
much a part that they form the moral of the bible’s
central genesis myth, a story which takes on the
task of rationalizing sentiments the natural roots of
which are too deep for explanation.

Before | buy the “unnaturalness of homosex”
line, someone will have to explain to me why het-
erosex seems both perverted (fo me} and a dis-
turbing transgression of social norms, and why
those feelings of shock I have don’t count as nat-
ural while any heterosexual’s feelings of shock do.
The answer “You're perverted, that's why” can't
be expected to hold any weight with me, since |
think heteros are perverted (as well as being intol-
erant). Who's to judge? Not nature. Nature
seems to me to be on my side, since biology —
even on Steve’s outdated-by-half-a-millennium tele-
ological view of biology — doesn't forbid homo-
sex while the feeling of shame does forbid free
cross-gender contact. Theanswer | offer fo the
“naturalness” argument is that some unnatural
acts of disgusting inter-gender perversion from the
natural senfiments of delicacy and respect for gen-
der difference seem to have allowed for the prop-
agation of our species [for befter or worse).

learning is about transcending nature. Without
the capacity to learn we'd all be brutes. Homos
are initially shocked by heterosex as much and as
naturally as heteros are shocked by homosex.
Unlike some heteros, we homos learn to get over
it Both shock reactions should be accepted as
natural. Social policy, however, should be based
on neither. It should be based not on feelings, nor
on faith, but on principles of rational moral dis-
course. But that's another story.

—Robert Hollander, Linguistics
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